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IDEAL  INSET  DISTRIBUTION. 

There  are  various  ways  of  distributing  circulars  and  price- 
lists,  but  the  ideal  method  eliminates  waste.  That  is  why 
there  is  such  a  demand  every  half-year  for  space  in  the 

Winter  Issue 

and  Summer  Number  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Advertisers  of  chemists'  merchandise  know  that  they  can 
distribute  in  these  issues  12,000  insets  that  pay  over  and 
over  again  for  their  production  and  distribution.  The  insets 
can  be  stitched  in  to  form  part  of  the  Issue ;  they  may  be  pro- 
duced in  any  colour,  and  they  are  placed  only  before  buyers 
of  the  goods  to  be  sold — not  scattered  broadcast.  The  Pub- 
lisher will  be  glad  to  have  definite  instructions  for  adver- 
tising in  the  Winter  Issue  which  is  to  be  published  on 


January  25,  1913. 


Articles  and  Communications. 

Several  notes  on  tuberculosis  containing  particulars  of 
new  treatment  are  included  in  the  Medical  Gleanings  page 
(p.  52). 

Commercial  lecithin  products  are  variable  in  quality,  so 
that  the  description  of  a  new  method  of  assay  is  opportune. 
See  p.  34. 

Information  which  we  have  obtained  regarding  the  pro- 
duction of  acetanilide  indicates  that  it  is  equal  to  520,000,000 
headache-powders  yearly  (p.  50). 

The  proposed  lead  test  for  asafetida  imported  into  the 
United  States  is  condemned  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry,  and  he 
gives  the  reasons  why  in  a  communication  on  p.  34. 

Among  the  observations  by  "  Xrayser  II."  are  notes  oh 
the  words  in  the  current  part  of  the  New  English  Dictionary. 
The  origin  of  "tincture"  is  particularly  strange  (p.  47). 

The  official  returns  of  export  and  import  trade  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  show  that  1912  was  a  record  year.  Wo 
deal  specially  with  the  figures  pertaining  to  the  drug  and! 
chemical  trades  (p.  50). 

In  the  second  article  on  "  A  New  Epoch  in  Pharmacy  " 
we  deal  with  the  legal  and  moral  obligations  of  chemists 
in  respect  to  Insurance  dispensing,  emphasising  the  import- 
ance of  maintaining  the  quality  of  drugs  and  prompt  atten- 
tion to  customers  (p.  48). 

It  is  stated  on  the  authority  of  the  Decimal  Association 
that  Imperial  weights  and  measures  arc  to  be  excluded 
from  the  formulae  in  the  next  British  Pharmacopoeia.,  W« 
protest  strongly,  as  it  would  place  an  unnecessary  burden 
on  buying  and  selling  (p.  51). 

National  Insurance  Act. 

Reports  of  chemists'  agreements  form  the  bulk  of  the 
information  on  the  five  pages  beginning  p.  53 ;  where  alse 
are  ideas  for  Insurance  dispensing  business.  We  call  atten- 
tion to  rulings  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners  disallowing 
extras,  also  to  the  fact  that  Tynemouth  chemists'  hav« 
adopted  per  capita  payment  (1*.  9d.  per  head).  Points  in 
regard  to  the  medical  situation  are  also  included,  and 
Parliamentary  items  are  given  on  p.  51. 

News  of  the  Week. 


The  jubilee  of  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining  Was  celebrated 
last  Saturday  (p.  65). 

Two  Shops  Act  cases  are  reported,  one  being  a  fuller 
report  of  the  important  "  illness  "  case  heard  in  Liverpool 
recently  (p.  39). 

The  Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines  did  not  sit  this 
week,  the  meeting  having  been  postponed  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  the  Chairman  (p.  57). 

Our  Paris  correspondent  reports  the  death  of  Cailletet, 
the  distinguished  French  chemist,  whose  work  on  gases 
ranked  him  among  the  greatest  (p.  37). 

Another  case  in  which  a  wholesale  agent  has  been  fined 
for  selling  dutiable  medicine  unstamped  and  without  a 
licence  is  reported  on  p.  38,  the  fines  and  costs  being  Z21.  2s. 

An  exceptionally  large  number  of  drug-stores  have  been 
registered  as  limited  companies.  For  this  Insurance  dis- 
pensing may  account.  Two  companies  of  doctors  are  also 
mentioned  (p.  40). 

A  method  for  estimating  glyceryl  acetate,  used  as  an  adul- 
terant in  bergamot  and  lavender  oils,  was  communicated  by 
Messrs.  Hall  and  Harvey  to  the  London  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry  on  January  6  (p.  44). 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  it  was  mentioned  that  about  300i. 
more  has  been  received  as  fees  for  the  January  examina- 
tions than  was  the  case  twelve  months  ago.  Mr.  Neather 
coat,  reporting  on  the  result  of  the  work  of  the  Local  Asso- 
ciations Committee,  said  that  about  95  per  cent,  of  pharma 
cists  in  business  in  Great'  Britain  have  joined  the  chemists 
panels  (p.  42). 

Trade  and  Market  Matten. 

Quicksilver,  quinine,  clove  oil,  and  cloves  are  on  a  higher 
level.    Benzols,  lead  compounds,  linseed,  milk-sugar,  ant  ' 
mony,  and  opium  are  all  on  the  easier  side.    The  first  drug- 
auctions  of  the  year  were  held  this  week,  but  consume 
were  not  yet  quite  ready  to  replenish  stocks  (p.  61); 
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Asafetida. 

By  Ernest  J.  P<trry,  B.Sc,  F.I.C. 

TVURING  the  past  few  years  I  have  had  occasion  to 
l)  examine  many  hundreds  of  samples  of  asafetida,  most 
of  them  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  they  would 
probably  be  admitted  into  the  United  States  by  Jke 
Customs  authorities.  Quite  recently  the  "  lead  value  "  of 
the  ether-soluble  resin  has  been  required  in  such  analyses. 
My  experience  with  this  drug  enables  mo  to  make  a  strong 
protest  against  the  adoption,  at  all  events  at  the  present 
time,  of  such  a;  ridiculous  figure  as  an  estimate  of  the 
purity  of  asafetida.  In  the  first  place,  the  figure  itself, 
applied  so  .persistently  by  American  chemists  to  every 
possible  article  to  be  tested  (notably  to  essence  of  vanilla), 
Is  one  which  is  so  simply  adjusted  that  samples  can  be 
made  up  with  the  greatest  ease  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  authorities.  In  many  analyses,  when  one  wants  to 
get  "rid.  of  inert  matter  of  all  kinds,  one  regularly  preci- 
pitates it  with  lead  acetate.  Within  limits,  "nearly 
everything  "  precipitates  with  lead  acetate,  so  that  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  matching  a  "  lead  number  "  in  any  article. 
Even  using  the  values  obtained  by  Merrill,  which  I  do 
not  agree  are  accurate  for  average  samples,  a  mixture  of, 
say*  ammoniacum  and  sandarac  in  equal  proportions  will 
meet  the  asafetida  lead  number,  and  so  on. 

But,  apart  from  this,  on  what  authority  can  anyone  say 
that  the  actual  lead  number  of  asafetida  is  220  or  there- 
abouts ?  Asafetida  is  derived  from  Ferula  species,  and  in 
the  present  state  of  Western  knowledge  as  to  the  different 
products  from  different  species,  I  venture  to  say  that, 
taken  as  a  drug,  apart  from  its  special  character  of 
solubility,  mineral  matter,  essential  oil,  etc.,  asafetida  is 
more  likely  to  be  judged  correctly  by  the  drug  expert  than 
by  the  analyst.  I  have  recently  examined  a  number  of 
samples  of  asafetida,  universally  adjudged  by  London 
experts  as  of  the  best  quality  possible,  which  in  their  and 
my  opinion  were,  pure  asafetida,  but  these  were  rejected 
by  the  United  States  authorities,  apparently  on  their  lead 
numbers,  which  I  find  to  be  as  follows  : 


Matter  insoluble      Mineral  Lead 

in  Alcohol  Matter  Number 

1    32  per  cent.         8  per  cent.  162 

2    25     ,-,  6.5     „  155 

3    41     ,,  11.5     „  114 

4    19.8  „  6.6     „  IF  5 

5    28.5  „  11.0     „  172 


I  venture  to  suggest  that  if  the  lead  number  of  200  be 
insisted  on,  practically  no  dealer  will  venture  to  ship 
asafetida  to  the  United  States  of  America. 


Assay  of  Lecithin. 


T\K.  A.  NEUMANN  proposes  the  following  process  for 
sJ  estimating  the  lecithin  in  lecithin  products.  It  is 
based  on  his  processes  for  wet  combustion  of  organic 
substance  and  alkalimetrical  titration  of  ammonium 
phosphomolybdate. 

As  oxidiser  5  c.c.  to  10  c.c.  of  a  mixture  of  concen- 
trated sulphuric  acid  and  nitric  acid  (s.g.  1.4)  is  added 
to  the  substance  in  a  round-bottomed  Jena  flask,  heating 
over  a  medium  flame.  As  brown  nitrous  fumes  cease  to 
be  evolved,  more  of  the  mixed  acids  is  added  drop  by 
drop  until  the  fumes  seem  less  dense.  If  on  driving  off 
the  fumes  the  liquid  does  not  darken,  the  operation  is 
complete.  The  total  amount  of  mixed  acid  used  should 
be  measured,  and  ordinarily  three  times  this  amount  of 
water  is  added,  and  the  mixture  boiled  for  five  to  ten 
minutes  to  decompose  nitrosyl  sulphuric  acid. 

The  process  depends  upon  the  fact  that  the  yellow  pre- 
cipitate of  ammonium  phosphomolybdate  obtained  accord- 
ing to  definite  directions  has  the  composition — 

2(NH4)3P01.24Mo03.4HN03, 

and  is  -decomposed  by  sodium-hydroxide  solution  accord- 
ing to  the  equation — 

2(NH,),P0.24MoO,.4HNO,+56NaOH 

=.2Na:HPO«+24NaIMoOi+4NaNO,+32H!0+6NH,. 


On  driving  off  the  ammonia  by  boiling  with  excess  of 
sodium  hydroxide,  the  excess  of  the  alkali  can  be  titrated 
with  acid,  using  phenolphthalein  as  indicator,  as 
disodium  phosphate  reacts  neuti'al  with  it.  Using  semi- 
normal  solutions,  every  c.c.  of  N/2  sodium  hydroxide  used 
corresponds  to  1.268  milligram  P^O-.  The  method  of  pro- 
cedure is  as  follows  : 

The  acid  solution  obtained  by  the  wet-combustion  process 
is  diluted  with  an  equal,  or  double,  quantity  of  water  (in 
proportion  to  the  acids  used),  rinsed  into  a  litre  flask, 
50  c.c.  of  ammonium-nitrate  solution  (50  per  cent.)  is  added, 
and  then  more  water  up  to  150-c.c.  mark.  If  more  than  40  c.c. 
of  acid  mixture  were  used,  the  dilution  with  water  and 
ammonium  nitrate  must  be  increased  in  the  same  propor- 
tion. The  quantity  of  substance  taken  should  be  arranged 
so  that  it  does  not  contain  more  than  50  milligrams  of 
P205,  as  otherwise  unnecessarily  large  quantities  of  solu- 
tions are  required.  Very  good  results  are  yielded  even  with 
15  milligrams  of  Ps05.  The  solution  is  then  heated  to 
70°  to  80°  C,  and  40  c.c.  of  ammonium-molybdate  solution 
(10  per  cent.,  prepared  cold  and  filtered)  is  added,  and  the 
mixture  shaken  vigorously  for  half  a  minute.  Then  allow 
to  stand  for  fifteen  minutes.  The  filtering  and  washing 
with  ice-cold  water  is  done  by  decantation,  using  thin  filter- 
paper,  which  easily  tears.  Washing  is  continued  until  the 
wash-waters  no  longer  react  acid  with  litmus-paper.  The 
filter  is  added  to  the  main  portion  of  the  precipitate  in  the 
flask,  and  water  added  up  to  the  mark.  After  disintegrat- 
ing the  filter-paper  by  vigorously  shaking,  the  yellow  pre- 
cipitate is  dissolved  by  adding  from  measured  quantities  of 
setninormal  sodium  hydroxide,  continually  shaking  and 
without  warming,  until  a  colourless  solution  is  yielded. 
An  excess  of  5  to  6  c.c.  of  the  soda  solution  is  added,  and  the 
liquid  boiled  till  no  more  ammonia  comes  off  as  tested  with 
moist  litmus-paper.  After  completely  cooling  under  the 
tap,  six  to  eight  drops  of  phenolphthalein  are  added  (the 
solution  should  remain  strongly  red  after  heating  once) : 
the  excess  of  alkali  is  titrated  with  seminormal  acid.  The 
number  of  c.c.  of  N/2  alkali  used  multiplied  by  1.268  gives 
the  quantity  of  Ps05  in  milligrams. 

The  factor  emploved  for  conversion  into  terms  of  lecithin 
is  11.366. 


On  Advertising. 

By  Christopher  Courtenay.. 


EVEN  in  these  enlightened  times  one  comes  across 
a  belated  individual  occasionally  who  "  does  not 
believe  in  advertising."  True,  such  rencounters  are  few, 
and  their  purport  of  little  moment,  but  they  show  linger- 
ing evidences  of  an  attitude  of  mind  that  once  was  looked 
upon  as  normal.  This  abnormal  phase,  however,  when 
probed  to  its  cause,  usually  exhibits  a  "reason  why" 
for  its  condition.  It  may  be  that  at  some  time  or  other 
the  non-believer  tried  a  few  1  in.  or  2  in.  spaces  in  a  local 
newspaper,  and  the  public  did  not  besiege  him  with 
orders  as  a  consequence.  On  the  other  hand,  he  may 
have  expended  100/.  or  200Z.  in  a  series  of  "  splashes  " 
with  an  article  that  ought  to  have  sold  but  did  not.  In 
any  event,  it  will  usually  be  found  that  the  advertising- 
campaign  was  not  conducted  in  a  scientific  manner,  and 
unless  as  much  care  and  forethought  are  expended  on 
advertising  as  on  any  other  department  of  business,  the 
results  are  likely  to  be  disastrous. 

'The  advertiser  who  divagates  in  brilliant  purple 
patches,  then  sits  down  and  waits  for  the  result  in  silence, 
is  quite  as  likely  to  be  disappointed  as  the  man  whose 
announcements  are  examples  of  drab  monotony.  The  very 
essence  of  publicity  is  the  power  to  compel  and  to  hold 
the  attention  of  buyers  of  the  thing  you  have  to  sell. 
A  series  of  brilliant  displays  may  arrest  attention,  but 
the  public  memory  is  fleeting,  and  sustained  brilliance 
is  as  difficult  in  advertising  as  in  other  walks  of  life. 
Contrariwise,  a  drab  series  of  repetitions  of  the  same 
idea  is  suicide.  The  true  path  to  success  lies  in  the 
Middle  Way.  Be  neither  too  brilliant  nor  too  dull ;  make 
your  argument  and  illustration  as  attractive  and  interest- 
ing as  possible — and  keep  at  it.  Chemists  have  only  to 
look  through  the  advertising  pages  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  to  recognise  the  truth  of  this.  From  the  multi- 
tude of  medicinal  specialities  which  have  been  evolved 
during  the  past  twenty  years  those  that  have  emerged 
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and  are  still  flourishing  belong  to  men  who  laid  these 
axioms  to  heart. 

From  America,  that  land  of  wonderful  ideas,  we  get 
many  hints  on  advertising  well  worth  following,  and  a 
good  many  more  well  worth  avoiding.  The  Americans 
are  a  great  and  amusing  people,  but  most  of  their 
methods  of  placing  "business  propositions,"  as  they  call 
them,  are  totally  unsuited  to  the  British  nation.  As  a 
rule  these  are  much  too  "  smart."  So  far  as  styles  of 
type  and  display  are  concerned,  however,  they  can  teach 
us  a  good  deal.  The  "lay-out  "  in  the  advertising  pages 
of  an  American  popular  magazine,  for  instance,  is  usually 
better  than  that  in  English  productions  of  the  same  class, 
but  our  advertisers  seem  to  "get  there  "  just  the  same. 
The  pharmacist  in  his  leisure  hour,  after  he  has  studied 
the  C.  db  D.,  should  reach  out  for  "  Munsey's  Magazine  " 
or  "  Harper's  "  (should  they  happen  to  be  available), 
and  go  through  the  'advertisements.  He  -will  invariably 
get  one  or  two  useful  points  in  style  for  his  own  adver- 
tising campaign.  But  he  must  beware  of  the  "  forceful 
talk  ' '  of  some  of  the  publicity  specialists ;  it  usually 
grates  on  British  sensibilities. 

Some  .American  phrases  have  come  here  to  stay.  Un- 
consciously 1  have  just  written  one  of  them,  but  I  mean 
phrases  more  in  connection  with  advertising  talk  than 

with  any  tiling  else.  For 
instance,  take  the  repro- 
duction of  the  front 
cover  of  a  5^x3^  in. 
folder  issued  by  Mr.  J. 
Robertson,  chemist,  St. 
Boswells.  Inside,  Mr. 
Robertson  heads  his 
chapters,  "  Attend  to 
Your  Flocks  and  Herds," 
"  Horse,  Cattle,  and 
Sheep  Medicines," 
"  Spring-Time  Wants," 
and  "  For  Summer's 
Heat."  Under  each 
heading  details  are  given 
of  appropriate  prepara- 
tions, with  prices,  etc. 
The  whole  effect,  from 
the  American  catch- 
phrase  "Good  Goods" 
to  the  British  ending 
"  St.  Boswells,"  is 
pleasing  and  likely  to 
induce  trade.  Mr. 
Robertson  seems  to 
favour  this  style  of 
folder.  Another,  adver- 
tising lavender  -  water, 
has  a  picture  of  the  bottle  and  three  verses  of  "  Sweet 
Lavender  "  as  the  foreword.  Another  little  booklet,  on 
"The  Hair,"  is  prefaced  by  the  following  North-Country 
anecdote  : 

Two  Berwick  men  were  discussing  the  disability  of  bald- 
ness, when  one  remarked,  "  It's  curious  how  the  hair  falls 
out."    "  It's  more  curious  hoo  it  ever  bides  in,"  was  the 
laconic  retort  of  the  other. 
That  is  a  characteristically  "pawky"  story,  likely  to 
make  the  casual  customer  read  on.    It  opens  up  the  whole 
question  of  humour  in  advertising,  but  that  is  too  large 
a  subject  to  be  dealt  with  on  this  occasion. 


CH  E    within  men- 
tion ed  Special- 
ties  have  given 
every  satisfaction 
for  over  15  years,  and 
their  fame  is  spreading. 

That  they  are  good  and 
effective,  and  of  better 
value  too  than  similar 
largely-advertised  over- 
praised articles,  is  con- 
stantly beingtestified  to. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


"  C.  &  D.  Diary  "  Competitions. 

Each  copy  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1913, 
sent  to  subscribers  contains  a  coupon  postcard  which  entitles 
the  recipient  or  any  member  of  his  staff  or  family  to  com- 
pete for  ten  guineas  in  prizes.  Card  1  is  for  replies  to  five 
questions  printed  upon  the  card,  while  Card  2  is  for  a  pithy 
sentence,  not  exceeding  sixteen  words,  in  regard  to  some- 
thing pertaining  to  pharmacy,  the  words  being  selected  from 
the  Diary  advertisements.  Subscribers  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  other  parts  of  Europe  should  post  their  cards 
not  later  than  Saturday,  January  18. 


The  Imports  of  Chemical  Products  and  Drugs  into  the 
Monthon  of  Puket,  Siam,  during  1910-11  amounted  in  value 
to  5,180?..  against  5,393?.  during  1911-12. 


Brevities. 

The  "Daily  Mirror"  on  January  9  published  a  por- 
trait of  Mr.  Arthur  Hanson,  manufacturing  chemist,  of 
London,  to  whom  the  King  has  awarded  the  Albert  medal. 

The  list  of  Royal  Warrant-holders,  published  in  the 
"  London  Gazette  "  for  January  3,  extends  to  thirty-six 
pages,  and  includes  many  firms  of  interest  to  the  drug- 
trade.  So  far  as  we  can  see,  but  few  additions  have  been 
made  since  last  year. 

A  deputation  from  the  Association  of  Chambers  of 
Commerce  of  the  United  Kingdom  this  week  met  the  man- 
agers of  the  principal  railway  companies  at  the  Railway 
Clearing  House,  Euston,  London,  N.W.,  to  discuss  the 
question  of  addresses  on  goods.  The  traders  contend  that 
giving  publicity  to  addresses  in  the  manner  required  by 
the  new  regulations  will  lead  to  competitors  gaining  infor- 
mation by  inspecting  goods  during  transmission. 

Messrs.  Boots,  Ltd.,  are  forging  ahead  with  the  number 
of  shops  they  intend  to  open  (fifteen  is  the  number  spokec 
of  by  rumour)  in  Liverpool  and  district.  There  are  five 
open  or  under  contemplation  in  the  city  and  seven  in 
the  suburbs.  The  company  has  also  taken  two  shops  in 
the  busiest  part  of  Seaforth,  in  close  proximity  to  four 
other  chemists'  shops.  These  will  both  be  opened  as 
one  establishment  when  necessary  alterations  are  effected. 

Damage  between  200?.  and  300/.  was  caused  by  fire  at 
the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  Whitworth  Rimmington,  chemist, 
of  Otley  Road,  Shipley,  Yorks.  Mr.  Rimmington's 
assistant  on  opening  the  shop  had  noticed  an  escape-  of 
gas,  and  after  cautiously  making  an  inspection,  and  think- 
ing matters  were  quite  in  order,  he  struck  a  match.  A  loud 
explosion  followed  and  the  premises  were  set  alight.  The 
damage  is  covered  by  insurance. 

At  the  Children's  Welfare  Exhibition  at  Olympia, 
London,  W.,  one  of  the  most  striking  of  the  artistic 
exhibits  is  that  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 
who  by  means  of  a  series  of  dramatic  cartoons  illustrate 
the  utility  of  "Tabloid"  First-Aid  in  common  accidents. 
Practical  demonstrations  in  first-aid  work  are  also  being 
given  here  from  time  to  time.  The  simplification  of 
photographic  methods  by  means  of  "  Tabloid  "  photo- 
graphic chemicals  is  also  being  impressed  upon  visitors. 

Recollections  of  St.  Bart's. 

Dr.  Waldo,  the  City  of  London  Coroner,  at  an  inquest 
on  January  4  regarding  the  death  of  a  man  in  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  remarked  to  Thomas  Stow,  the  hospital 
beadle  and  a  witness  : 

"  I  remember  you  thirty-two  years  ago."  The  witness 
produced  some  papers  found  on  the  deceased,  and  the 
Coroner,  glancing  at  one  of  them,  observed,  "  Tincture  of 
rhubarb — a  favourite  remedy  at  the  hospital,  is  it  not?  " 

The  Witness:  It's  very;  good,  sir.  (Laughter.) 

Dr.  Waldo  :  I  have  given  it  myself  several  times  when 
house  surgeon.  They  are  the  same  old  medicines,  I  notice. 
(Laughter.) 

The  Coroner  added  that  in  his  time  they  got  a  number 
of  people  attending  who  were  the  worse  for  drink.  "  We 
used  to  have  bottles  of  such-and-such  a  mixture,"  he  added, 
amid  laughter,  "  labelled  '  A,  B,  C,'  or  '  1,  2,  3.'  Is  that 
the  custom  now  ?  " 

The  doctor  admitted  that  it  was  something  of  the  sort. 

Dr.  Frederick  J.  Waldo  graduated  as  B.A.  at  Cambridge 
in  1875,  M.A.  in  1878,  M.B.  in  1880,  and  M.D.  in  1884. 
As  a  St.  Bart's  student  he  took  his  M.R.C.S.  in  1879. 
He  also  studied  medicine  in  Dublin,  Paris,  Munich,  and 
Berlin,  and  is  a  barrister-at-law  of  the  Middle  Temple, 
besides  being  a  lecturer  and  writer  on  forensic  and  medical 
subjects. 

Dominions  Boyal  Commission. 

The  Dominions  Royal  Commission  have  issued  their  first 
interim  report  of  the  minutes  of  evidence.  The  Commis- 
sioners state  that  they  propose  to  proceed  to  the  Dominion 
of  New  Zealand  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  this 
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month,  and  to  visit  in  due  course  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
and  Colony. of i  Newfoundland  and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa.  They  anticipate  that  it  will  be  necessary  at  a 
later  date  to  take  supplementary  evidence  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Lecture  Epilogues. 

The  third  Christmas  lecture  by  Sir  James  Dewar  for 
juveniles  at  the  Eoyal  Institution,  London,  W. ,  on 
January  2,  was  concerned  with  "Light."  The  various 
,  experiments  centred  round  the  decomposition  of  carbon 
dioxide  by  green  plants  in  the  presence  of  sunlight.  How- 
ever,  not  more  than  one  six-hundredth  of  the  light  falling 
on  the  earth's  surface  was  utilised  in  this  manner. 
"  Clouds  "  was  the  subject  on  January  4,  when  the  various 
phenomena  following  the  condensation  of  water-vapour  in 
the  free  atmosphere  were  described.  The  experiments 
showed  how  clouds,  whirlwinds,  and  tornadoes  are  pro- 
duced. On  January  7  "  Meteorites  "  were  lectured  on.  A 
large  part  of  the  lecture  was  devoted  to  the  composition 
of  meteorites.  The  theory  that  meteorites  are  cast  off 
by  stellar  bodies  in  rotation  was  strikingly  illustrated  by 
•experiments. 

Science  Museum  Advisers. 

The  following  Advisory  Council  for  the  Science  Museum 
has  been  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  Council  is  to  advise  the  Board  on  questions 
of  principle  and  policy  arising  from  time  to  time  and 
to  make  an  annual  report  on  its  proceedings  to  the 
Board,  together  with  any  observations  on  the  condition 
and  needs  of  the  Museum  which  it  may  think  fit  to 
make.  The  first  members  of  the  Council  arc  :  Sir  Hugh 
Bell,  Bart.  (Chairman),  Mr.  B.  Elliott  Cooper,  Dr.  J.  J 
Dobbie,  F.R.S.,  Mr.  W.  Duddell,  Mr.  E.  B.  Ellington, 
Sir  Maurice  FitzMaurice  Sir  Archibald  Geikie,  Dr.  R.  T. 
Glazebrook,  Sir  Alfred  Keogh,  K.C.B.,  the  Right  Hon. 
Sir  William  Mather,  -Sir  John  Murray,  Sir  William  Ram- 
say, the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  E.  Roscce  and1  Sir 
William  H.  White.  The  Secretary  will  be  Captain  H.  G. 
Lyons,  F.R.S.,  of  the  Science  Museum. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  Tramways  Department  of.  the  City  are  inviting 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  stores.  These  'nclude 
"Chemists'  sundries."  "What  are  they?"  asks  our 
correspondent. 

An  advertisement  for  an  apprentice  to  a  pharmacist  is 
a  vara  avis  just  now,  but  the  following  from  the  "Bir- 
mingham Post  "  of  January  6  must  be  rarissima  avis  : 
"  Druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  business.  Wanted  to 
apprentice  youth  age  17  in  Birmingham  or  district;  out- 
door preferred."  The  lady  dispenser  advertising  for  a 
post  as  "Insurance  Dispenser"  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
becoming  quite  common. 

Analysts'  Affairs. 

The  116  samples  taken  in  Gloucestershire  last  year 
included  some  drugs,  but  none  of  these  was  adulterated. 

In  Woolwich  recently  three  samples  each  of  aromatic 
spirits  of  ammonia,  Epsom  salts,  and  Seidlitz  powders 
were  examined.    All  were  reported  to  be  genuine. 

The  West  Riding  (Yorks)  analyst,  Mr.  F.  W.  Richard- 
son, F.I.C.,  in  his  last  quarterly  report,  states  that  sixty- 
nine  drug  samples  were  examined.  Of  these  only  two  were 
found  to  be  of  doubtful  character.  One  was  milk  of 
sulphur,  containing  0.0243  per  cent,  of  arsenic,  and  the 
other  borax,  containing  0.56  grain  per  lb.  of  arsenious 
oxide. 

Manchester  Notes. 

Mr.  John  Wild,  chemist,  Oxford  Road,  Manchester,  has 
an  attractive  window-display  devoted  entirely  to  Woolley's 
"  Valkasa  "  food. 

Many  chemists  have  not  yet  dismantled  their  Christma,-, 
displays,  but  others  have  seasonable  shows  of  malt  and 
oil,  cough  cures,  and  influenza  remedies. 

Several  chemists  have  already  issued  circulars  relating 
to  the  advantages  of  the  Insurance  Act,  and  informing 
their  customers  of  their  skill  and  the  completeness  of 
their  arrangements  for  dealing  with  prescriptions  under 
the  Insurance  Act. 


A  photographic  exhibition  promoted  by  the  Manchester 
Photographic  Society  and  the  Liverpool  Photographic 
Association  was  opened  at  the  Manchester  City  Art 
Gallery  on  January  3.  One  authority  states  that  it  con- 
tains ' '  the  finest  collection  of  pictorial  photographs  ever 
seen  in  the  British  Isles."  It  is  well  worth  a  visit  before 
it  closes  on  January  31. 

Doctors  and  Drug-supply. 

The  East  Stonehouse  Guardians  on  January  2  considered 
a  letter  from  the  medical  officer  (Dr.  W.  H.  Water- 
field),  stating  that  owing  to  the  "  great  increase  of 
outdoor  poor  patients  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  keep  within 
the  20?.  a  year  allowed  for  drugs,  which  also  includes  in- 
door poor."  He  suggested  that  some  arrangement  should 
be  made  with  the  chemist  every  quarter  to  dispense  the 
medicines  for  those  patients  who  went  after  houTS  to  him 
for  their  physic.  In  the  past  he  had  provided  all  these 
with  drugs,  labels,  and  corks  at  his  own  expense. — The 
Clerk  informed  the  Guardians  that  the  doctor  had  an 
inclusive  salary,  the  Guardians  paying  for  the  whole  of 
the  drugs. — The  Chairman  said  probably  the  doctor  had 
to  give  away  certain  bottles  to  patients  who  did  not  bring 
containers. — The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee. 

From  Various  Courts. 

At  the  Bradford  City  Police  Court  on  January  2,  the 
Bradford  Vulcanising  Company,  Ltd.,  of  Manningham 
Lane,  Bradford,  were  fined  20.?.  and  Is.  costs  for  keeping 
4  cwt.  and  71  lb.  of  carbide  of  calcium  without  having  a 
licence.    Ignorance  was  the  defence  raised. 

At  Altrincham  on  January  4,  Albert  Brown  (16),  who 
pleaded  guilty  to  stealing  articles  from  the  pharmacy 
of  his  employer,  Mr.  Alfred  Jacklin,  chemist,  Ashley 
Road,  Hale,  was  placed  on  probation.  Frank  Wilson 
Street  (21),  who  was  charged  with  receiving  the  goods, 
was  fined  40.?.  and  costs,  or  one  month's  imprisonment. 
Contracts. 

Belper  Guardians. — Messrs.  J.  Calvert  &  Son,  chemists, 
Belper,  for  the  drug-supply. 

Eastry  (Kent)  Guardians. — Mr.  A.  E.  Woodruff, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Eastry,  for  chemists'  sundries. 

Chorley  Town  Council. — Killgerm  Co.  for  the  supply 
of  disinfectants  during  the  year  commencing  January  1. 

Stockport  Guardians. — Messrs.  A.  'Brown  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool, for  six  water-beds  and  six  water-cushions  at  4s.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Salford  Town  Council. — For  annual  supplies  :  Tennants 
(Lancashire),  Ltd.,  about  1,800  tons  of  sulphuric  acid 
at  38s.  per  ton.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.  for  medical, 
surgical  and  dispensary  requisites  at  106/.  8s.  4c/.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  for  meat  extracts  at  133/.  3-?. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Cb.  for  serums  at  301/.  14.*.  lid.  Hough, 
Hoseason  &  Co.  for  drugs  at  179/.  7s.  Id. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

A  new  medical  hall,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  D.  S. 
Walshe,  is  to  be  opened  in  Swinford  in  a  few  days. 

The  death  took  place  on  January  4  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Glen- 
denning,  Rathgar  Road,  Dublin.  He  was  one  of  the 
directors  of  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Long  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Mr.  Isaac  H.  Henry,  Ph.C,  of  Messrs.  Henry  & 
Faulkner,  chemists  and  druggists,  Cookstown,  co.  Tyrone, 
has  retired.  The  business  is  being  continued  by  Mr. 
George  Faulkner. 

Mr.  Robert  Cambridge,  Carrickfergus,  has  been  added 
to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  co.  Antrim.  Mr.  Cam- 
bridge is  an  ex-President  of  the  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists' Society  of  Ireland. 

At  Belfast  Quarter  Sessions  on  January  6,  before  Judge 
Craig,  Camwal  Ltd.,  Manchester,  obtained  a  decree  for 
4/.  7s.  6c/.  against  Mr.  W.  E.  Hunter,  druggist,  Doagh, 
Antrim,  for  unreturned  syphons.  The  expenses  of  plain- 
tiffs' witnesses  were  also  allowed. 
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A  prosecution  of  interest  to  the  trade  has  been  ordered 
by  the  Police  Committee  of  Belfast  Corporation  under  the 
Shops  Act.  The  point  in  dispute  is  as  to  whether  an 
establishment  in  which  goods  are  alleged  to  have  been  sold 
on  the  half-holiday  is  a  doctor's  surgery  or  a  chemist's 
shop. 

Mr.  R.  F.  McCartney,  Ph.C,  co.  Coleraine,  who  now 
retires  by  rotation  from  the  Urban  Council,  has  again 
been  nominated  for  the  position.  Other  candidates 
nominated  in  connection  with  the  Urban  Council  elections 
in  Ireland  are  Mr.  Robert  Hastings,  J. P.,  Newcastle,  and 
Mr.  Hill  Howe,  druggist,  West  -Street,  Carriekfergus. 

At  the  Limerick  Quarter  Sessions  this  week,  before  Judge 
Smyth,  Mr.  Michael  Condon,  chemist,  Hospital,  was 
awarded  45£.  under  the  Town  Tenants  Act  for  improve- 
ments made  to  premises  from  which  he  had  been  required 
to  leave  by  his  landlady.  For  the  respondent  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  improvements  did  not  add  to  the  letting 
value. 

A  dispute  exists  between  the  medical  profession  of 
Londonderry  and  the  Friendly  Societies  concerning  the 
attendance  of  members.  The  doctors  have  formulated  a 
scheme  for  supplying  medicines  and  attendances  to  per- 
sons whose  incomes  do  not  exceed  21.  a  week,  but  the 
societies  refuse  to  accept  it,  and  are  calling  a  protest 
meeting. 

On  December  31  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Hayes,  Conyng- 
ham  &  Robinson,  Ltd.,  Dublin,  met  in  the  board-room  to 
bid  farewell  to  one  of  their  colleagues,  Mr.  Arthur 
Cullinan,  who  is  joining  the  United  Drug  Co.  as  a 
representative.  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  referred  to  the 
long  and  faithful  services  of  Mr.  Cullinan,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  subscribers  presented  him  with  a  suit-case,  attache 
case,  cigarette-case,  pipes,  etc.  Mr.  Arthur  Cullinan, 
who  has  been  principal  assistant  at  12  Grafton  Street  for 
fourteen  years,  suitably  acknowledged  the  gifts. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending-  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Brevities. 

Mr.  A.  Ness,  chemist  and  druggist,  Aberdeen,  has 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  Aberdeen  Town  Council. 

A  glass  case  of  artificial  teeth  outside  the  shop  of 
Mr.  John  G.  Dickie,  chemist,  344  George  Street,  Aber- 
deen, was  rifled  on  January  5. 

Mr.  _  George  L.  McGibbon,  chemist  and  druggist, 
108  High  Street,  Dumfries,  has  granted  a  trust  deed  on 
behalf  of  his  creditors  in  favour  of  Mr.  H.  M.  D  Wat- 
son, C.A.,  32  Rutland  Square,  Edinburgh. 

Dundee. 

The  new  year  has  started  well,  after  fairlv  good  Christ- 
mas business. 

;  Professor  Patrick  Geddes,  speaking  in  Glasgow  the  other 
day,  described  Dundee  as  a  "  tragic  city  of  despair."  As 
the  Professor  is  on  the  staff  of  Dundee  University  College 
his  remark  is  strongly  resented. 

Two  popular  local  chemists  are  in  mourning— Mr.  J.  H. 
Thomson,  Lochee,  on  account  of  his  mother,  who  died  in 
Christmas  week  at  a  ripe  old  age;  and  Mr.  John  Gray, 
Nethergate,  whose  father-in-law  has  died  at  Crieff  Hydro- 
pathic. 

The  business  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Russell  (D.  Russell 
&  Son),  111  Nethergate,  has  been  purchased  by  Mr. 
George  John  Lindsay,  chemist,  149  Blackness  Road,  who 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  J.  Williamson,  Ph.C, 
Albert  Street,  and  was  afterwards  with  Messrs.  Davidson 
&  Gray,  Nethergate,  before  he  started  business  on  his  own 
account. 

Edinburgh. 

It  is  whispered  that  the  PortobeUo  shop  referred  to 
in  last  week's  O.  A  D.  was  the  idea  of  one  of  the  medical 
backers  of  the  Insurance  Act,  and  that  nothing  more  will 
be  heard  of  the  venture  now  that  the  medical  panel  is 
complete. 


A  shop,  unique  of  its  kind  in  Edinburgh,  has  appeared 
in  North  St.  Andrew  Street.  It  appears  to  have  been 
opened  by  a  "  hygienic  specialist,"  the  window  is 
obscured  practically,  and  a  couple  of  small  carboys  are 
shown  near  the  top. 

On  Wednesday,  January  1,  at  "  Ye  Yeirly  Convocation  " 
of  the  Incorporation  of  Squaremen  in  St.  John's  Chapel, 
Canongats,  Dr.  Lyon  Wilson  (son  of  the  late  Mr.  Wilson, 
chemist,  Nicolson  Street)  and  Mr.  Walter  G.  McNab, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Gorebridge,  were  re-elected  surgeon 
and  dispenser  respectively. 

A  local  chemist's  father  was  relating  to  the  writer  re- 
cently how  fashions  have  changed  in  the  drug  and  allied 
trades  during  the  past  sixty  or  seventy  years.  He  par- 
ticularly referred  to  the  scanty  favour  which  some  pre- 
parations, such  as  bears'  grease,  enjoy  in  these  days.  He 
recalled  that  many  years  ago  Messrs.  Sturrock,  hair- 
dressers, Princes  Street,  showed  a  live  bear  in  the  window 
from  time  to  time.  Tickets  were  issued  to  favoured 
patrons,  to  enable  them  to  be  in  at  the  death,  and  poor 
Bruin  always  received  the  happy  despatch  in  the  midst 
of  a  fashionably  dressed  audience. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Drug  Habit. — A  circular  has  been  addressed  to  the 
Paris  police  authorities  by  the  Public  Prosecutor  urging 
the  necessity  of  strictly  applying  the  provisions  of  the 
law  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  morphine,  cocaine,  and 
similar  drugs. 

F.  V.  Raspail's  Library. — The  extensive  collection  of 
old  books  which  formed  part  of  the  library  of  F.  V. 
Raspail,  the  famous  doctor-politician,  whose  pharmaceuti- 
cal preparations  were  at  one  time  in  high  repute  in 
France,  was  sold  recently  as  the  result  of  an  order  of  the 
Courts  in  connection  with  litigation  among  his  heirs. 

Eau  des  Carmes. — Friday  was  the  134th  anniversary 
(Dr.  Cabanes  reminds  us  in  one  of  his  chatty  articles) 
of  the  agreement  between  the  Bare-footed  Friars  (Carmes 
Dechausses)  and  the  Paris  College  of  Pharmacy.  The 
friary  stood  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Seine,  north-west  of 
the  college,  and  friars  pretended  that  all  the  herbs  from 
which  the  famous  Eau  des  Carmes  was  distilled  were 
grown  in  their  garden.  But  M.  Sorrel  has  found  in 
the  Municipal  Archives  of  Paris  an  invoice  from  M. 
Bourlier,  herbalist,  for  75  livres  16  sous  worth  of  herbs 
sold  to  the  Carmes  between  November  11,  1788,  and 
May  9.  1790. 

Death  of  Cailletet. — French  science  has  suffered  a 
great  loss  by  the  death  of  M.  Louis  Paul  Cailletet,  at  the 
age  of  eighty.  Born  at  Chatillon-sur-Seine,  he  entered, 
after  completing  his  preliminary  studies,  the  Paris  Mining 
College,  as  he  intended  to  take  up  a  metallurgical  career. 
Among  his  early  researches  were  several  dealing  with  the 
dissociation  of  gases  in  the  smelter,  which  led  him  to 
the  question  of  their  compressibility  and  liquefaction. 
Cailletet  set  out  to  prove  that  all  gases  could  be  liquefied, 
a  startling  assertion  at  that  time.  He  succeeded  in  lique- . 
fying  successively  oxygen,  nitrogen,  and  carbon  dioxide. 
He  lived  long  enough  to  see  the  liquefaction  of  hydrogen, 
and  so  complete  the  series.  In  1877  he  was  made  corre- 
sponding member  of  the  Academie  des  Sciences ;  in  1883 
he  received  the  Lacaze  Prize,  and  in  1884  he  was  elected 
an  academician  of  the  physics  section.  He  also  studied 
the  atmosphere,  its  composition  and  its  laws,  and  latterly 
gave  his  support  to  the  Aero  Club  of  France,  of  which  he 
was  elected  President,  and  also  honorary  President  of  the 
International  Aeronautic  Federation. 

An  Edition  de  Luxe. — In  an  article  in  "  Cosmos  " 
M.  Kuentz  calls  attention  to  a  wonderful  copy  of 
Avicenna's  magnum  opus — the  "  Canons  of  Medicine  " — ■ 
which  is  in  the  unique  library  of  2,000  volumes  (all  MS. 
and  mostly  dating  from,  before  the  invention  of  printing) 
attached  to  the  famous  mosque  of  St.  Sophia  at  Con- 
stantinople. It  is  an  immense  folio  (15  ft.  by  12  ft.) 
which  consists  of  300  pages  of  vellum  engrossed 
in  the  finest  style.    Each  page  is  illustrated  by  a  sketch, 
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finely  executed  in  natural  colours,  of  a  medical  plant, 
animal,  or  other  substance.  Most  of  the  great  European 
libraries  contain  a  copy  of  the  Canon,  but  none  can 
compare  with  this  marvellous  MS.  either  in  beauty  or 
in  age.  It  is  supposed  to  date  from  about  1220,  or  some 
two  centuries  after  the  death  of  the  great  Bagdad  savant, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  served  behind  a  pharmacy  counter 
at  one  period  of  his  life.  The  St.  Sophia  library,  formerly 
jealously  guarded  from  outsiders,  has  been  thrown  open 
by  the  "Young  Turk"  administration,  and  its  hitherto 
unknown  treasures  are  thus  revealed. 

The  Medical  Cheap-jack. — The  anxiety  of  the  doctor 
to  do  away  with  "patents"  and  induce  everyone  who 
suffers,  or  imagines  he  does,  to  consult  a  medical  man  is 
natural  enough,  and  need  not  necessarily,  perhaps,  be 
ascribed  to  self-interest,  for  the  great  consumers  of  pro- 
prietaries do  not  always  belong  to  the  well-to-do  classes. 
But  the  dealers  in  proprietary  medicines  are  not  always 
the  ignoramuses  the  doctors  would  have  us  believe.  The 
following  anecdote  is  told  by  the  late  Dr.  Daremberg. 
One  day  he  met  a  charlatan  at  a  fair,  dressed  in  hussar 
uniform,  mounted  on  a  gilded  car  and  supported  by  a 
blaring  orchestra,  who  possessed  a  real  gift  of  eloquence. 
Astonished  to  find  such  a  clever  and  educated  man  acting 
as  cheap-jack  for  a  rheumatic  ointment.  Dr.  Daremberg 
"  hung  around  "  until  lunch-time,  and  then  tracked  the 
quack  to  a  neighbouring  restaurant,  followed  him  in  and 
sat  down  next  to  him  at  the  table  d'hote.  Ingratiating 
himself,  Dr.  Daremberg  was  soon  told  the  man's  life- 
story.  He  was  a  qualified  medical  man,  but  having  no 
influence,  had  vegetated  for  ten  years  or  so  in  black-coated 
misery.  Penury  forced  him  first  to  become  the  partner 
and  accomplice  of  a  hypnotist,  but  soon  he  was  able  to 
borrow  enough  to  buy  the  gilded  car  and  a  stock  of  oint- 
ment, and  to  secure  horses  and  musicians.  "  Now  I  am 
making  money,"  he  concluded,  "and  in  winter  I  push 
as  far  as  Nice  and  sell  my  ointment  all  along  the  Riviera. 
But,  above  all,  my  dear  colleague,"  he  added  confiden- 
tially, '■'  don't  tell  anyone  I'm  really  a  qualified  medical 
man.    If  you  did  so,  I  shouldn't  have  a  customer  left." 


AUSTRALASIAN  NEWS. 

"The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to 
all  the  members  of  nine  Societies  of  Chemists  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  and  to  many  other  Chemists  in  business 
there. 


Queensland. 

Wages  Board. — The  report  of  the  Director  of  Labour 
for  the  year  ended  June  30  reports  the  formation  of  the 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Board,  Brisbane.  The  number 
enrolled  was,  employers  twenty-six,  employes  forty-nine. 
The  fees  paid  to  the  members  amounted  to  30?.  15s. 

Government  Analyst's  Report. — The  report  of  Mr.  J. 
Brownlie  Henderson,  Government  analyst  for  Queens- 
land, for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1912,  shows  that 
7,800  samples  were  examined,  against  4,567  in  the  previous 
year.  Of  these  599  were  examined  on  behalf  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Health.  Of  the  latter  a  sample  of 
vanilla  cordial  was  found  to  contain  saccharin,  while  the 
only  three  lime-juice  samples  taken  consisted  of  tartaric 
acid  and  coloured  water.  Ninety-one  samples  of  cream  of 
tartar  were  examined  on  importation.  Only  one  fell  slightly 
per  1  per  cent.)  below  the  standard.  Thirteen  other 
samples  taken  by  inspectors  were  .  genuine  except  one 
sample  ■which  was  a  mixture  of  about  equal  proportions 
of  superphosphate  of  lime  and  cream  of  tartar.  Of  four 
legal  samples  of  pepper,  two  contained  admixed  rice  (30 
and  66  per  cent.).  Among  the  miscellaneous  samples 
examined  were  rat-baits,  phosphate  flour,  washing  com- 
pound, and  a  mosquito  oil  consisting  of  shale-tar  oils, 
mineral  spirit,  and  sodium  resinate.  A  sample  of  "Rat 
Murderer  "  depended  on  squill  for  its  killing  properties. 
Two  samples  of  vinegar  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
mixtures  of  acetic  acid  and  water.  Two  preservatives 
were  examined  and  proved  to  be  sulphite  compounds.  A 
sample  of  "  well-known  embrocation  "  was  found  to  con- 
sist chiefly  of  ammonia,  soap,  and  turpentine. 


LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Baking-powder — At  Downham  on  January  6,  P.  W. 
Riches  was  fined  11.  for  selling  baking-powder  which  con- 
tained 644  grains  per  lb.,  or  9.2  per  cent.,  of  calcium  sul- 
phate. The  prosecution  contended  that  the  maximum, 
amount  should  be  only  2.3  per  cent.  It  was  stated  that  the- 
sealed  packet  of  baking-powder  purchased  bore  a  certificate- 
by  Mr.  Sutton,  the  Nottingham  public  analyst,  and  the- 
county  analyst  (Mr.  W.  L.  Sutton)  remarked  that  had  he 
known  what  the  ingredients  were  he  would  not  have  allowed" 
it  to  be  put  there. 

Paraffined  Beeswax.  —Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  two  cases  of  peculiar  interest  came  before  the 
Magistrate  at  Thames  Police  Court,  London,  on  January  3. 
In  one,  Rachel  Ginsberg,  who  keeps  a  drug-store  at  Sidney 
Street,  Mile  End,  was  fined  10s.,  and  23s.  costs,  for  selling 
beeswax  containing  66  per  cent,  of  hard  paraffin.  In  the 
second  case,  David  Baumgart,  also  a  drug-store  keeper,  was- 
fined  20s.,  and  23s.  costs,  for  selling  as  beeswax  a  substance 
which  contained  90  per  cent,  of  hard  paraffin.  [It  has  been 
held  hitherto  that  beeswax  sold  in  a  chemist's  shop  must 
be  B.P.,  but  that  sold  by  a  grocer  need  not  be.  These  cases- 
show  that  drug-stores  are  not  ranked  with  grocers.] 

■Washing-soda.— At  .the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  oa» 
January  8,  Laoex,  Ltd.,  Basinghall  Street,  E.C.,  were  sum- 
moned under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  for  selling  a  mix- 
ture of  soda  and  Glauber's  salts  to  which  a  false  trade- 
description — viz.,  soda — was  applied.  Mr.  Kerly  prosecuted,, 
and  Mr.  Beck  defended,  electing  to  have  the  case  sent  for 
trial.  It  was  agreed  that  the  summons  should  be  amended, 
by  the  substitution  of  "mixed  washing  soda"  for  the  word 
'•  soda,"  Mr.  Beck  remarking  that  he  was  prepared  to  de- 
fend the  sale  of  the  mixture.  Trade  and  expert  evidence- 
was  given,  and  it  was  explained  that  the  proceedings  were- 
at  the  instance  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Industries. 
The  "  soda  "  had  been  bought  at  the  Grocers'  Exhibition 
for  Mr.  King  Stewart,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  who  stated' 
that  these  steps  were  taken  at  the  desire  of  Brunner,  Mond1 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Dr.  Lamb,  F.C.S.,  their  manager,  spoke 
to  the  analysis  of  the  article.    The  summons  was  adjourned. 


Medicine  Stamp  Acts. 

Sale  of  Creme  Dehne. 

At  the  Mansion  House  Police  Court,  London,  orii 
January  6,  the  Robarat  Company,  Ltd.,  23  Cloth  Fair,. 
Aldersgate  Street,  appeared  before  the  Lord  Mayor  to. 
answer  three  summonses  taken  out  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs  and  Excise — two  in  respect  to  the- 
sale  of  Creme  Dehne  unstamped  and  one  for  selling  the 
same  without  a  licence. — Mr.  Clarke,  on  behalf  of  the- 
company,  pleaded  guilty. 

Mt.  C.  Simpson,  of  the  Solicitors'  Department,  Custonii 
Establishment,  said  that  the  Creme  Dehne  was  held  out. 
to  be  a  cure  for  certain  maladies  affecting  the  human 
body.  In  consequence  of  complaints,  in  June  an  officer 
of  Excise  visited  the  company's  premises,  and  upon  pur- 
chasing a  box  of  Creme  Dehne,  and  finding  that  it  was 
not  stamped  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  cautioned  them. 
On  that  occasion  the  explanation  given  for  the  article  not 
being  stamped  was  that  it  was  due  to  an  oversight  on- 
the  part  of  the  lady  secretary,  who  was  under  notice  tc 
leave  the  company's  service.  A  promise  wa6  then  made 
that  all  the  stock  should  be  stamped  within  forty-eight 
hours.  On  OctobeT  17,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether- 
this  had  been  done,  a  second  visit  was  paid  to  the  com- 
pany's premises,  and  another  purchase  was  made.  The- 
box  was  again  found  to  be  unstamped,  the  explanation 
given  on  this  occasion  being  that  this  was  due  to  the  fault 
of  one  of  the  warehouse  employees. 

Mr.  Clarke,  addressing  the  Court  in  mitigation,  said' 
that  some  misunderstanding  must  have  ai-isen  in  respect 
to  the  sale  of  the  article  unstamped,  as,  according  to  his: 
instructions,  all  the  stock  had  been  stamped  since  the  first 
visit  of  the  Excise  officer. 

Ma*.  .Simpson  said  he  disputed  this  point. 

The  Lord  Mayor  :  It  is  certainly  an  important  one. 

Mr.  Simpson  pointed  out  that  the  receipt  giveti  with- 
the  second  purchase  in  October  was  actually  made  out  with) 
the  word  "unstamped"  upon  it. 
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Mr.  Clarke  urged  that  the  company's  real  business  was 
that  of  surgical-instrument  makers,  not  the  vending  of 
medicines.  It  appeared,  he  said,  that  Dr.  Weiss  received 
samples  of  Creme  Dehne  from  a  Professor  Dehne  in 
Germany,  and  the  sale  of  the  boxes  unstamped  was  done 
in  ignorance  of  the  law.  As  soon  as  the  matter  was 
^brought  to  his  notice  Dr.  Weiss  gave  instructions  for 
■stamps  to  be  affixed  to  the  boxes.  So  far  as  they  were 
able  the  company  bad  done  everything  to  comply  with 
"the  law  by  taking  out  a  licence  and  stamping  the  article 
in  question. 

The  LoTd  Mayor  imposed  a  fine  of  10/.  on  each  of  the 
summonses,  with  two  guineas  costs — 32Z.  2  s.  in  all. 

Mr.  Clarke  :  May  I  ask  you,  my  Lord,  to  reconsider 
your  decision? 

The  Lord  Mayor  :  If  I  do,  I  may  impose  the  full  penalty, 
'ior  your  clients  had  already  'had  warning.  I  think  this  a 
very  bad  case. 

Sbops  Act,  1912. 

Assistants'  Meal-hours. 
At  Bradford  on  January  7,  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
<(Mx'.  H.  W.  W.  Wilberforce)  had  before  him  the  case 
of  Margerison  v.  Spinks,  in  which  an  assistant  who  came 
"late  in  the  morning,  of  her  own  free  will,  without  the 
(knowledge  of  the  defendant,  took  fifteen  minutes  for 
•dinner  instead  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  while  a 
friend  similarly  broke  into  her  meal  interval  in  order 
rto  help  her.  His  Worship  held  that  as  the  employer  had 
"allowed"  the  proper  interval  his  obligation  was  met. 
It  was  no  part  of  his  (Mr.  Wilberforce's)  duty  to  change 
the  word  "  allow  "  in  the  Act  [Section  1  (4)]  into  "  com- 
pel," nor  had  he  any  right  to  assume  that  Parliament 
did  not  use  the  word  "  allow  "  with  full  knowledge  of  its 
meaning  and  deliberate  intent.  In  the  Factory  Act,  in 
a-elation  to  women,  young  persons,  and  children,  there 
is  a  provision  which  makes  the  meal  interval  compulsory. 
It  might  be  that  Parliament  failed  to  make- such  provision 
in  the  Shops  Act  because  it  was  then  dealing  with  male 
adults  among  others.  The  case  was  therefore  dismissed, 
with  two  guineas  costs  against  the  Corporation  in  each 
summons 

Sale  of  Medicines  under  Closing  Ordeh. 
We  reported  briefly  in  our  issue  of  December  28  the 
prosecution  at  Liverpool  of  a  chemist  for  the  sale  by 
his  assistant  during  closing  hours  of  certain  medicines, 
;the  question  as  to  whether  they  were  required  in  case  of 
illness  being  raised.  We  now  append  a  fuller  report 
cf  the  case,  as  it  is  of  special  importance  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Act. 

On  December  18,  Mr.  David  Prysor-Jones,  chemist  and 
druggist,  appeared  before  the  Stipendiary  (Mr.  Stewart 
Deacon)  for  keeping  open  shop  at  his  branch,  West  Derby 
Road,  Tue  Brook,  in  the  evening  of  the  day  set  apart  for 
inilf-day  closing  (Wednesday). 

The  Stipendiary  asked  defendant  if  he  admitted  the 
•offence,  to  which  the  defendant  replied,  "  No,  certainly  not." 

The  Stipendiary  :  "I  guessed  so  by  your  armour  "  (papers, 
■etc.,  the  defendant  had  before  him). 

In  giving  evidence,  the  inspector  said  he  had  cautioned 
Mr.  Prysor-Jones's  manager  on  two  occasions  that  it  was 
against  the  Shops  Act  to  be  in  the  shop  at  all  on  a  Wednes- 
day. On  December  4  he  purchased  1(7.  of  Beecham's  pills, 
~id.  seidlitz  powder,  and  1(7.  box  of  cold-cream.  Whilst  he 
was  in  the  shop  a  gentleman  purchased  a  Is.  bottle  of 
embrocation  and  3(7.  worth  of  tincture  of  iodine. — The  defen- 
dant cross-examined  the  inspector,  asking  him  if  he  did  not 
■find  the  door  closed,  the  door-blind  drawn,  and  the  regulation 
notice  on  the  door? — "  That  was  so,"  the  inspector  replied. 

The  Stipendiary:  '"'What  is  the  use  of  making  an  order 
'for  closing  chemists'  shops  if  it  could  be  .fjot  over  by  saying 
that  a  chemist  sells  nothing  but  medicine?  " 

;  The  defendant  then  remarked  that  on  the  night  in  ques- 
tion they  had  refused  the  sale  of  a  tooth-brush,  tooth-powder, 
and  a  tablet  of  soap. 

The  Stipendiary:  "I  am  afraid  you  are  too  clever  for  me, 
Mr.  Jones.  We'll  see  what  the  prosecuting  solicitor  has 
to  say  on  the  matter." 

Mr.  Duder  (prosecuting  solicitor) :  "  Is  it  a  fact  that  your 
shop  was  the  only  shop  (chemist's)  open  in  that  district  on 
that  night  ?  "—Defendant :  "I  don't  doubt  it.  But  I  am 
sure  the  majority  of  chemists  would  be  inside  the  house 
somewhere,  ready  to  supply  medicine  if  required.    My  shop 


being  a  lock-up  one  and  a  dispensing  business  as  well,  some- 
one had  to  be  in  attendance.  If  my  shop  was  the  only  one 
open,  as  you  state,  then  I  must  have  acted  the  part  of  the 
good  Samaritan  on  that  night."  (Laughter.) 

"Do  you  reckon  embrocation  an  urgent  medicine?" — 
"Most  decidedly.  If  a  man  is  suffering  from  rheumatism, 
he  is  as  much  entitled  to  get  relief  as  a  Sefton  Park  patient,, 
who  could  get  a  tube  of  oxygen  from  any  down-town 
chemist's  shop,  if  required." 

The  Stipendiary :  "  Yes  !  I  must  agree  with  Mr.  Jones 
there." 

Mr.  Duder:  "Did  you  ask  these  people  if  those  things 
were  required  for  illness?  " — "  No  !  We  took  it  for  granted 
that  people  would  not  spend  their  money  on  drugs  if  they 
were  not  required." 

An  argument  followed  on  "  existing  illness,"  *  Mr.  Duder 
saying  that  a  lady  might  buy  a  bottlo  of  embrocation  and 
put  it  away  for  future  use. 

Mr.  Duder:  "Is  tincture  of  iodine  an  urgent  medicine?" 

The  Stipendiary  (intervening) :  "  I  use  that  myself  for 
toothache,  so  I  must  pass  that." 

Mr.  Duder  :  "  Now  cold  cream  !  Surely  you  cannot  say 
that  cold  cream  isn't  liable.  Isn't  that  what  ladies  use  for 
their  faces?" — Defendant:  "Cold-cream  is  very  often  pre- 
scribed for  chicken-pox,  and,  in  fact,  to  allay  all  skin- 
irritation." 

The  Stipendiary :  "  I  must  agree  also  that  cold-cream 
(as  argued)  is  a.  necessity." 

Mr.  Duder:  "Was  there  any  difference  in  the  appearance 
of  your  shop  on  that  night  to  any  other — say,  on  a  Tuesday 
night?  " — "  The  door-blind  was  drawn  and  a  '  notice  '  on  the 
door.  Two  lights  (only)  were  burning — one  over  the  desk 
and  one  over  the  dispensing-counter." 

Mr.  Duder:  "Were  the  window-blinds  drawn  ?  " — "No." 

The  Stipendiary,  in  dismissing  the  summons,  cautioned 
Mr.  Prysor-Jones,  remarking  that  the  window-blinds  ought, 
to  have  been  drawn  and  that  defendant  should  have  questioned 
the  customers  whether  the  articles  were  required  for  illness 
or  not. 

*  These  words  are  not  in  the  Act :  the  phrase  is  "  in  the 
case  of  illness." — Editor,  C.  &  D. 


GAZETTE. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Colgate,  H.,  and  Fabnell,  H.  D.,  Eastbourne,  surgeons 
and  general  medical  practitioners,  under  the  style  of 
Colgate  &  Farnell. 

Cooke,  A.  W.,  and  Sanders,  E.  A.,  Abington  Street,  and 
Victoria  Place,  Northampton,  surgeons,  under  the  style 
of  Cooke  &  Sanders. 

Tresidder.  P.  E.,  and  Teesiddee,  E.  S.,  Shakespeare  Street, 
and  The  Ropewalk,  Nottingham,  physicians  and  sur- 
geons, under  the  style  of  Tresidder  &  Tresidder. 

Wilkin,  R.  H.,  and  Bennett,  W.  F.,  Wickhambrook  and 
Barrow,  physicians  and  surgeons,  under  the  style  of 
Wilkin  &  Bennett. 

Woods,  J.  H.,  Keighley,  H.,  and  Eley,  N.  W.,  Batlev, 
physicians,  surgeons,  and  apothecaries,  under  the  stylo 
or  firm  of  Keighley,  Woods  &  Eley. 


DEED  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


Palmer,  William,  107  and  109  Queen  Street,  Maiden- 
head, Drug-store  Keeper  and  Optician. — Absolute  assign- 
ment of  debtor's  estate  to  one  Charles  Butler,  of  High  Street, 
Maidenhead,  linen  draper,  in  consideration  of  his  paying  to 
the  debtor's  creditors  a  composition  of  5s.  in  the  pound 
forthwith.  Dated,  December  27,  1912:  filed,  January  3. 
Secured  creditors,  33/. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  9707.  ;  esti- 
mated net  assets,  280/.  The  creditors  include  A.  Berliner 
(57.):  T.  F.  Bristow  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (7/.);  I.  &  M.  Cohen  (57.); 
Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson.  Ltd.  (80/.)  ;  Manners  &  Hopkinson 
(27/.) ;  W.  Sutton  &  Co.  (8/.)  ;  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd.  (17/.) : 
R.  J.  Reuter  (10/.) :  S.  Smith  &  Co.  (15/.) :  Idris  &  Co..  Ltd. 
(8/.):  Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.  (19/.):  John  Bell,  Hills  & 
Lucas,  Ltd.  (7/.):  Warrick  Bros.,  Ltd.  (6/.):  Sangers  (25/.); 
Reed,  Williams  &  Co.  (11/.);  C.  P.  Goerz  Optical  Works 
Ltd.  (9/.);  J.  Grossmith,  Son  &  Co.  (9/.):  Marion  &  Co., 
Ltd.  (3/.);  Honore  Payan  (18/.);  S.  DruifT  (11/.);  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons  (59/.):  Yardlev  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (13/.);  Suttley  & 
Silverlock,  Ltd.  (5/.)  ;  Eldridge  &  Morris  (60/.) ;  Dubois  & 
Co.  (8/.):  Galen  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.  (5/.);  D.  &  W. 
Gibbs,  Ltd.  (6/.) ;  R.  Gibson  &  Sons.  Ltd.  (6/.) ;  J.  B.  Hay 
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&  Co.  (6/.) ;  Houghtons,  Ltd.  (9/.) ;  Jay  &  Co.  (12/.) ;  John 
Morgan  Davis  &  Sons  (4/.) ;  Osborne  Co.  {81.);  Potter  & 
Clarke,  Ltd.  (13/.) ;  H.  C.  Quelch  &  Co.  (51.)  ;  John  Morgan 
Richards  &  Sons,  Ltd.  {51.);  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney, 
Ltd.  {101.);  W.  Toogood,  Ltd.  {101.) ;  T.  Kerfoot  &  Co., 
Bardsley  (10/.);  Midland  Printing  Co.,  Birmingham  (5/.); 
Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  Birmingham  {71.)  ;  Chris- 
topher Thomas  &  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Bristol  {51.)  ;  Burrows  & 
Co.,  Cheltenham  (51.)  ;  J.  Townsend  &  Sons,  Exeter  (13/.)  ; 
Miss  Palmer,  Fareham  (15/.)  ;  Standard  Tablet  and  Pill  Co., 
Ltd.,  Hove  (9/.):  Whitaker  &  Co.,  Kendal  (9/.);  C.  Butler, 
Maidenhead  (138/.) ;  Stortons,  Ltd.,  Northampton  (6/.); 
W.  B.  Cartwright,  Ltd.,  Rawdon  (6/.);  Era'smic  Co.,  Ltd., 
Warrington  (5/.)  ;  B.  Slack,  Wolverhampton  (3/.). 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning-  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

South  Coast  Crystal  Aerated  Waters,  Ltd.  (P.C). — 
Capital  2,000/. 

United  Kingdom  Non-Alcoholic  Breweries  (Knights), 
Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  10,000/.    R.O.,  Peverell,  Plymouth. 

China  Hospital  Association,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  2,000/., 
in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  indicated 
by  the  title.    R.O.,  102-4  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.C. 

Amalgamated  Chemical  Works,  Ltd.  (P.C.). — Capital 
15,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  The  first  subscribers  are  A.  J.  Davis, 
36  King  Street,  Cheapside,  London,  E.C ;  and  A.  South- 
wood,  4  Copthall  Court,  London,  E.C. 

West  Bromwich  Oil  and  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— 
Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness indicated  by  the  title.  The  subscribers  are  A.  Gibbs 
and  J.  Grimson.  R.O.,  Holly  House,  Birmingham  Road, 
West  Bromwich. 

Ilex  Supply  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  8,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  hairdressers',  per- 
fumers', cutlers',  and  chemists'  sundriesmen  carried  on  by 
H.  J.  Wagner,  69  Ormonde  Terrace,  Regent's  Park,  N.W., 
as  the  Ilex  Supply  Co. 

D.  V.  Scott,  Ltd.  (P.C  ).-  Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  busmess  of  drug-store  proprietors  as 
formerly  carried  on  by  D.  V.  Scott  at  87  Clarence  Street, 
York,  as  "Scott's  Drug-stores."  The  first  directors  are 
D.  V.  Scott  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Scott.  E  O,  87  Clarence  Street, 
York. 

Dr.  James  M.  Rainey  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  10,000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manu- 
facturers of  and  dealers  in  medicines  and  medicinal  and 
toilet  preparations  and  appliances,  chemists,  druggists,  etc. 
The  first  directors  arc  Dr.  J.  M.  Rainey  (chairman)  and 
W.  S.  Lowndes. 

Laidlaws,  Ltd.  (P.C).— Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  Adam 
Laidlaw,  drug-store  proprietor,  476  Keppochhill  Road  and 
437  Garscube  Road,  Glasgow,  The  subscribers  are  Adam 
Laidlaw  and  William  Rowan,  chemist.  R.O.,  476  Keppoch- 
hill Road,  Glasgow.' 

Harry  E.  Matthews,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  500/.,  in  1/ 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  drug-merchants,  dealers  in  surgical,  electrical 
photographic,  and  scientific  apparatus,  etc.  The  first  direc- 
tors are  H.  E.  Matthews  and  E.  Macdonald.  R.O.,  66  Ken- 
mngton  Park  Road,  S.E. 

Sidebottoms  (Chemists),  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  500/..  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  drug-stores 
carried  on  by  S.  H.  Sidebottom  at  374  Blackburn  Road, 
Accrmgton.  The  subscribers  and  first  directors  are  S.  H 
Sidebottom,  C.  E.  Sidebottom,  Mrs.  L.  Sidebottom,  and 
D.  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Hollands  Distillery  (Essential  Oils).  Ltd.  (P.C )  — 
Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  take  over  the 
business  of  essential-oil  distillers,  etc.  (established  in  1832), 
carried  on  by  J.  P.  Madden  and  A.  B.  Starke  at  Market 
Deeping,  Lines,  as  the  "  Hollands  Distillery."  The  first 
directors  are  J.  P.  Madden  and  A.  B.  Starke. 

D.  J.  Matthew's  Drug-stores,  Ltd.  (P.O. — Capital  300/., 
m  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  dealers  in  sundries,  photographic  goods,  wines 
and  spirits,  adaptors  and  extractors  of  artificial  teeth,  etc. 
The  first  directors  are  D.  J.  Matthews  and  T.  M.  F.  Daw- 
son.   R.O.,  18  Milkwood  Road,  Heme  Hill,  S.E. 

J.  D.  Mackintosh,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  300/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  ' 


opticians,  and  dealers  in  photographic  goods,  adaptors  and 
extractors  of  te«th,  and  to  acquire  the  business  of  J.  D. 
Mackintosh.  The  first  directors  are  J.  D.  Mackintosh  and 
J.  J.  B.  Woods.  R.O.,  394  Ashton  Old  Road,  Openshaw, 
Manchester. 

Hamilton  &  Co.  (Swinford),  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500/., 
in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,, 
druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  etc.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are  H.  Hamilton,  Swinford,  druggist ;  T.  H.  Edgar,. 
Swinford,  Ph.C  ;  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Hamilton.  Swinford. 
The  first  directors  are  H.  Hamilton  and  Mrs.  Hamilton. 
R.O.,  Main  Street,  Swinford,  co.  Mayo. 

ZnS,  Ltd.  (P.C).— Capital  10,000/.  Objects:  To  acquire- 
the  sole  rights  for  the  United  Kingdom  in  an  invention  for 
the  manufacture  of  hydrogen  gas  for  lighting,  heating,  and 
power,  and  in  an  apparatus  for  producing  the  same,  to 
acquire  options  on  concessions  in  zinc-mining  properties, 
etc.  The  first  directors  are  Lieut. -Col.  C.  C.  Vaid  and 
G.  H.  Thompson.  R.O.,  Bristol  House,  Holborn  Viaduct, 
London,  E.C. 

Borough  of  Reading  Medical  Society,  Ltd.  (P.C). — 
Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  promote  the  medi- 
cal and  allied  sciences,  to  maintain  the  honour  and  interest; 
of  the  medical  profession,  to  maintain  a  pharmacy  or  phar- 
macies within  the  County  Borough  of  Reading  District  of 
the  Reading  Division  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  to 
supply  medical  attendance  and  advice,  drugs,  medicines,  and' 
apparatus,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are :  G.  S.  Abram. 
M.B.,  and  E.  W.  Squire,  M.B.  The  management  is  vested 
•in 'a  Committee  of  Management,  the  first  members  of  which 
are:  G.  S.  Abram,  MB.,  H.  M.  Clarke,  M.B.,  E.  Dean. 
M.R.C.S..  S.  Gilford,  M.B.,  L.  M.  Guilding,  M.B.,  W.  Har- 
nett, M.B.,  G.  H.  R.  Holden,  M.D.,  B.  B.  Hosford,  M.B., 
P.  W.  McDowall  Howse,  F.R.C.S.,  E.  W.  S.  Rowland*, 
M.R.C.S.,  and  E.  W.  Squire,  M.B. 


Company  News. 

Stortons,  Ltd. — Mr.  H.  C.  Palmer,  Northampton,  ceased1 
to  act  as  receiver  or  manager  on  December  14,  1912. 

Grapelax,  Ltd. — To  be  voluntarily  wound-up.  Liquida- 
tor, Mr.  B.  L.  Caunt,  116  Sebert  Road,  Forest  Gate-,. 
London,  E. 

Aironal,  Ltd. — To  be  voluntarily  wound-up.  Liquidator,. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Payne,  36  Basinghall  Street,  London.  E.C.  Meet- 
ing of  creditors  at  above  address  on  January  17,  at  3  p.m.  1 

London  Produce  Clearing  House,  Ltd. — The  directors- 
recommend  the  following  dividends :  4s.  6cZ.  per  share  on 
75,000  ordinary  shares,  making,  with  the  interim  dividend,. 
12  per  cent,  per  annum,  together  with  a  bonus  of  Is.  bd. 
per  share,  equal  to  an  extra  3  per  cent,  for  the  year ;  and' 
56/.  5s.  per  share  on  the  100  founders'  shares,  all  less  income- 
tax;  carrying  forward  about  21,500/.,  against  23.082/.  lasfe 
year. 


Charges  or  Mortgages. 

Under  the  Companies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1908,  Section  9: ,  the 
mortgages  or  charges  therein  specified  are  (except  in  Scot- 
land) void  against  the  liquidator  ani  any  creditor  of  the 
company  unless  filed  with  the  Registrar  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Act.  Full  statutory  particu- 
lars of  the  following  have  been  filed  at  Somerset  Hcure, 
London,  W.C. 

F.  S.  Cleaver  &  Sons,  Ltd.— Particulars  of  10.000/.  deben- 
tures, created  December  20,  1912,  and  now  issued.  Property 
charged  :  The  company's  undertaking  and  property,  present 
and  future,  including  uncalled  capital.    No  trustees. 

John  Durant,  Ltd. — Debenture  dated  December  11,  1912, 
to  secure  1,089/.  18s.  Id.,  charged  on  the  company's  under- 
taking and  property,  present  and  future,  including  uncalled' 
capital.  Holder :  J.  Durant,  Rock  Lodge,  Southville,  Bed- 
minster,  Bristol. 

Janus  L,.  Hatrick  <£•  Co.,  Ltd. — A  memorandum  of  satis- 
faction in  full  on  January  15,  1912,  of  debentures  dated 
January  29,  1898,  securing  500/.,  has  been  filed. 

Snowdon  <£•  Co.,  Ltd. — Particulars  of  600/.  debentures, 
created  November  22,  1912.  Present  issue,  250/.  Property 
charged  :  The  company's  property,  present'  and  future,  in- 
cluding uncalled  capital.    No  trustees. 


For  the  Lest  Recipes  consult  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
the  most  popular  and  practical  book  of  the  kind  in  the 
English  language.  All  sorts  and  conditions  of  animals  are 
dealt  with  in  "Veterinary  Counter  Practice,"  one  of  the 
most  useful  of  the  C.  &  D.  series  of  books.  Price  3s.  6d., 
by  post  3s.  9d. 
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MARRIAGES. 


Duggan — Smith. — At  Drew  Memorial  Parish  Church, 
Belfast,  on  January  1,  by  the  Eev.  R.  W.  Seaver,  B.D. 
(uncle  of  the  bride),  assisted  by  the  Rev.  L.  P.  Story, 
B.A.,  Rev.  Robert  Duggan,  curate  of  the  above  church, 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  Robert  Duggan,  Ph.C,  Bal  Ivor, 
Clontarf,  Dublin,  to  Mabel  Frances,  second  daughter  of 
the  late  Mr.  Robert  Seymour  Smith,  Antrim,  and  Mrs. 
R.  S.  Smith,  Holmlea,  Botanic  Avenue,  Belfast. 

Traub — Deans. — At  Darling's  Regent  Hotel,  Edin- 
burgh, by  the  Rev.  John  Elsworth,  on  January  3,  Leonard 
B.  Traub,  chemist  and  druggist,  Barrhead,  Glasgow,  to 
Effie,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Colin  M.  Deans, 
Edinburgh. 


DEATHS. 


Anderson. — At  220  Rectory  Road,  Bensham,  Gates- 
head-on-Tyne,  on  December  31,  Mr.  George  William 
Anderson,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty-four.  Mr. 
Anderson,  who  was  in  business  at  the  above  address, 
passed  the  Minor  examination  in  1893. 

Clarke. — At  39  Eastfield,  Joppa,  Edinburgh,  on  Janu- 
ary 4,  Tere6a  Masterman,  beloved  wife  of  Mr.  J.  Allen 
Clarke,  Scottish  representative  of  the  York  Glass  Co. 
,  Grisbrook. — At  1  'Beaumont  Villas,  Alexandra  Road, 
Windsor,  on  December  28,  Mr.  Edward  Grisbrook,  chemist 
and  druggist,  aged  seventy-three.  Mr.  Grisbrook,  who 
had  been  in  ill-health  for  some  time,  died  from  heart 
failure.  He  was  in  business  for  a  long  period  in  High 
Street,  Windsor,  under  the  style  of  Wooldridge  &  Gris- 
brook, being  a  Royal  Warrant-holder  for  many  years. 
At  one  time  he  sat  on  the  Town  Council,  and  was  a 
director  of  the  Windsor  Royal  Benefit  Building  Society. 
During  his  forty-five  years'  connection  with  Masonry  he 
was  twice  Worshipful  Master  for  the  Windsor  Castle 
Lodge,  and  acted  as  Secretary  from  1881  to  1890.  He 
also  held  high  offices  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Province 
of  Berks  and  Bucks. 

Jones. — Last  week,  Mr.  Charles  Jones,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Market  Square,  Bromyard,  aged  seventy-eight. 
Mr.  Jones,  who  was  in  business  prior  to  the  1868 
Pharmacy  Act,  served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  W. 
Wilkes  in  the  pharmacy  where  he  afterwards  traded.  For 
some  years  prior  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Wilkes  he  occupied 
a  shop  in  the  Square,  and  later  took  over  the  latter's 
business.  He  did  a  large  trade  with  farmers  and  stock- 
breeders in  the  county,  and  specialised  in  cattle  and 
horse  medicines.  The  funeral  took  place  at  Bromyard 
Church  on  January  6. 

Loal. — Recently,  Mr.  H.  W.  Loal,  of  Dunstable,  who 
was  formerly  in  business  as  a  chemist  in  Narrow  Street, 
Peterborough.  Mr.  Loal  had  been  in  failing  health  for 
some  years. 

REirj.^At  an  Aberdeen  nursing  home,  on  January  2, 
Mr.  Alexander  Reid,  chemist  and  druggist,  Glasgow.  Mr. 
Reid  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  and  passed  the  Minor 
examination  in  July  1894. 

Shackleton.— On  January  7,  Mr.  George  William 
Shackleton,  chemist,  of  Danywern,  late  of  61  Frogmore 
Street,  Abergavenny,  aged  sixty-six. 

Smith. — On  January  4,  suddenly,  Selina,  wife  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith,  chemist,  84  North  Street,  Bedminster, 
Bristol,  aged  sixty-five. 

Westwood.— At  23  Clive  Road,  Bush  Hill  Park,  Enfield, 
on  December  24,  1912,  Mr.  Edward  Westwood,  aged 
seventy-six.  Mr.  Westwood  was  for  many  years  employed 
in  the  business  of  Messrs.  Darby  &  Gosden,  Leadenhall 
Street,  London,  E.C.,  which  was  afterwards  acquired  by 
Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  Some  twenty-five  years 
ago  the  Leadenhall  branch  was  closed,  and  the  business 
was  transferred  to  the  Poultry.  This  business  was  after- 
wards acquired  by  the  manager,  Mr.  A.  W.  Waring,  and 


is  now  carried  on  at  3  Bucklersbury,  E.G.  Mr.  Westwood, 
who  had  obtained  a  confidential  position  from  his  many 
years'  service,  was  well  known  to  the  customers  at  the 
Leadenhall  shop,  and  from  his  knowledge  of  the  idiosyn- 
crasies of  the  patrons  could  often  materially  aid  the 
assistants.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Stephen 
Darby,  the  former  owner  of  the  Leadenhall  business,  died 
in  December  1911. 


WILLS  PROVEN. 


Mr.  William  John  Brignell,  dispenser,  8  East  Hill,  Col- 
chester, who  died  on  December  b,  aged  sixty-eight,  left 
estate  valued  at  4951.  17s.  gross,  with  net  personalty  1451.  17s. 

Dr.  William  Frederick  Laycock,  Ph.D.,  analyst,  Paxton 
House,  Victoria  Road,  Headingley,  Leeds,  who  died  on 
September  25,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  6,667/.  2s., 
of  which  5,199/.  13s.  11(Z.  is  net  personalty. 

Mr.  William  Gatehouse,  chemist  and  druggist,  10  St. 
Giles'  Square,  Northampton,  who  died  intestate  on  Novem- 
ber 3,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  483/.  7s.  2d.  Letters 
of  administration  have  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Eliza. 
Ann  Gatehouse. 

Me.  Alick  Stephen  Betts,  chemist  and  druggist,  Wood- 
bridge,  Suffolk,  who  died  on  October  17,  aged  sixty,  left 
estate  valued  at  2,280/.  Is.  bd.  gross,  with  net  personalty 
202/.  14s.  5d.  Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Betts. 

Mr.  Robert  Moverley,  chemist  and  druggist,  82  High 
Street,  Lowestoft,  who  died  intestate  on  November  18,  left; 
estate  of  the  gross  value  of  391/.  10s.  Id.  Letters  of  ad- 
ministration have  been  granted  to  Miss  Clara  Moverley, 
116  Portland  Street,  Southport,  niece  of  the  deceased,  the 
next-of-kin. 

Mr.  Harry  William  Neathercoat,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Percy  House,  13  Grove  Road,  Cricklewood,  London,  N.W., 
The  Waldorf  Pharmacy,  13  Aldwych,  Strand,  W.C.,  and 
60  Denmark  Hill,  Camberwell  Green,  S.E.,  who  died  on 
October  4,  left  estate  valued  at  2,503/.  16s.  10<2.  gross,  with 
net  personalty  1,615/.  Is.  8d.  Probate  of  his  will  has  been 
granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Louisa  Neathercoat. 

Mr.  John  Harrington  Haywood,  surgical- instrument 
manufacturer,  Shrewsbury  House,  Alexandra  Park,  Notting- 
ham, and  Castle  Gate,  Nottingham,  who  died  on  Septem- 
ber 27,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  4,539/.  10s.,  of  which 
the  net  personalty  has  been  sworn  at  3,349/.  7s.  lOd.  Pro- 
bate of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  his  daughter,  Miss 
Emily  Flintoff  Haywood ;  Mr.  William  Oldershaw,  manu- 
facturing chemist,  The  Firs,  Kimberley ;  and  Mr.  James 
Trevelyan  Ward,  solicitor,  Nottingham. 

Mr.  William  Wright  Callander,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Glenmartin,  Seaton,  Devon,  who  died  on  October  27,  left 
estate  valued  at  8,763/.  10s.  5<Z.  gross,  with  net  personalty 
4,050/.  19s.  Id.  The  testator  left  his  estate  upon  trust  until 
his  younger  children  attain  the  age  of  twenty-five  years 
respectively,  and,  subject  thereto,  he  left  real  estate  in 
Australia  to  his  son  Wm.  Wright ;  real  estate  at  Ilminster 
to  each  of  his  children,  Colin,  Jean,  and  Mary ;  and  the 
residue  of  his  estate  he  left  to  his  children  Colin,  Jean,  and 
William  Callander  and  Mary  Spiller,  equally. 

Mb.  Thomas  Farthing,  chemist  and  druggist,  14  South 
Parade,  Whitley  Bay,  who  died  on  October  26,  left  estate 
valued  at  9,802/.  2s.  llr/.  gross,  with  net  personalty 
2,519/.  13s.  Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  his 
widow.  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Farthing,  and  his  son,  Mr. 
Thos.  Farthing,  of  Caxtons,  Dartford.  The  testator  left 
200/.  and  his  household  effects  and  his  cottages  at  Maynards 
Row  to  his  wife,  his  residence  to  his  wife  during  widow- 
hood, with  remainder  to  his  daughter,  Mary  Storey  Chap- 
man Farthng,  and  the  residue  of  his  estate  upon  trust  for 
his  wife  during  her  widowhood,  with  remainder  to  hi 
children  in  equal  shares. 

Mr.  Wallis  Byron  Jevons,  chemist  and  druggist,  12  Kir.i 
Street,  Market  Rasen,  who  died  on  October  25,  left  estalc 
of  the  gross  value  of  9,024/.  13s.  lid.,  of  which  the  net 
personality  has  been  sworn  at  7,439/.  14s.  4(Z.  Probate  of 
his  will  has  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Grace  Jevons; 
Mr.  Richard  Wm.  Burchnall,  farmer,  Branston ;  and  Mr. 
George  William  Harrison,  commercial  traveller,  Hull,  to 
the  last-named  of  whom  for  the  executorship  he  left  10/. 
He  left  1,000/..  his  watch  and  chain,  and  books  to  his  son 
Frank  Byron  Jevons,  and  all  other  his  property  to  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Grace  Jevons,  during  widowhood,  with  remainder  to 
his  children  Frank  Byron  Jevons  and  Winifred  Jevons  iu 
equal  shares. 
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Council-meeting. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin, 
on  Wednesday,  January  1,  Mr.  D.  M.  Watson  (Vice- 
President)  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Dr.  C.  J. 
Blair  Dunlop,  Messrs.  Thos.  Batt,  Joseph  H.  Bowden, 
John  Edgar  Connor,  J. P.,  James  Michie,  and  Geo.  D. 
Beggs  (Hon.  Treasurer). 

An  Explanation  and  a  Compliment. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Sir 
William  Baxter  stating  that  as  he  had  got  a  chill  he 
was  unable  to  attend  that  day.  Though  Sir  William  had 
almost  completely  recovered,  he  said  he  thought  it 
better  not  to  take  any  risks  by  coming  to  the  meeting  of 
the  Council.  This  was  the  first  opportunity  that  he  (Mr. 
Watson)  had  had  of  thanking  them  for  having  re-elected 
him  as  their  Vice-President  for  this  year.  He  need  not 
again  go  into  his  reasons  for  having  resigned  his  seat  on 
the  Council ;  but  he  might  say  that  he  had  not  taken  that 
step  at  all  lightly,  and  he  had  had  no  expectation  whatever 
of  being  asked  to  reconsider  his  decision.  However,  the 
deputation  the  Council  had  appointed  waited  on  him : 
and  when  he  knew  that  the  deputation  was  coming  he 
decided,  as  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Council 
that  he  should  be  asked  to  reconsider  his  decision,  to 
come  back  on  the  Council,  but  as  the  deputation,  no 
doubt,  would  have  told  them,  he  wanted  to  come  back  as 
a  "  full  private."  This,  however,  the  deputation  did  not 
think  would  meet  with  the  wishes  of  the  Council ;  and  it 
was  proposed — and  the  proposition  was  eventually  carried 
out — that  he  should  agree  to  come  back  as  Vice-President 
if  elected,  and  that  they  should  re-elect  as  President  Sir 
William  Baxter,  who,  in  the  ordinary  way,  would  have 
been  re-elected  to  a  third  year  of  office.  This  had  been 
done.  He  thanked  them  very  much  indeed  for  having  re- 
flected him  as  Vice-President  and  for  the  very  kind  things 
which  some  of  the  members  had  said  at  the  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Connor  said  he  thought  they  were  all  delighted  to 
see  Mr.  Watson  back.  Speaking  for  himself,  he  would 
consider  it  a  calamity  for  the  Council  if  they  were  to  lose 
the  Vice-President's  services.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  did  not 
know  anyone  who  took  the  same  amount  of  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Society  that  Mr.  Watson  did;  and  he  (Mr. 
Connor)  was  very  glad  indeed  that  he  had  seen  his  way  to 
withdraw  his  resignation. 

Mr.  Beggs  said  they  were  delighted  to  see  Mr.  Watson 
in  the  vice-chair  again. 

The  Chairman  :  I  am  much  obliged,  gentlemen. 

Miscellaneous  Business. 

Cards  were  received  from  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Tas- 
mania "With  kind  thoughts  and  all  good  wishes  for  the 
New  Year " ;  from  the  President  and  members  of  the 
Pharmacy  Board  of  Queensland,  with  the  message, 
''Greetings  and  good  wishes";  and  from  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  which  sent  "  Cordial 
greeting,  with  best  wishes  for  a  prosperous  New  Year." 

Letters  were  received  from  the  following  notifying 
changes  in  their  addresses  : 

Mr.  T.  H.  Edgar,  Ph.C,  from  Newry  Street,  Banbridge, 
to  c/o  Hamilton  &  Co.,  Swinford,  oo.  Mayo;  Mr.  D. 
Donnelly,  Ph.C,  from  Dundalk  to  7  Irish  Street,  Dun- 
/rannon;  and  Mr.  McRyan,  Ph.C,  from  Cork  to  the  Medical 
Hall,  12  Lower  Camden  Street,  Dublin. 

Reports  were  received  from  the  following  committees 
and  adopted  :  The  Law  Committee,  the  House  Committee, 
the  School  Committee,  the  Certificates  Committee,  and  the 
Declarations  Committee. 

The  following  accounts  were  received  from  the  Regis- 
trar and  passed  :  Travelling  expenses  of  country  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  during  the  year  ended  September  50, 
1912,  44?.  0s.  5d. ;  and  the  District  Manager,  Post  Office 
telephones,  for  one  year's  subscription  from  December  19, 
1912,  10?.  5.s. 

Membership. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Woodside,  Ph.C,  Church  Street,  Ballymena; 
Mr.  Denis  Flynn,  Ph.C,  Fermoy;  and  Mr.  Thos.  Mit- 


chell, Ph.C,  139  Newtownards  Road,  Belfast,  were  electee? 
members  of  the  Society. 

The  following  were  nominated  for  membership  :  Mr. 
Wm.  J.  Cooper,  Ph.C,  Wexford;  and  Mr.  S.  P.  Moloney, 
Ph.C,  Ennis. 


Preliminary  Examination. 

At  this  month's  examination  the  following  passed  with/ 
honours  :  John  Joseph  Mackey,  Ennis ;  John  Corbett,. 
Dungarvan.  The  following  also  passed  :  James  Whelan, 
Johnstown,  Wexford ;  Albert  George  May,  Antrim  -T 
Ernest  Joseph  Roy  Evans,  Ballydehob,  co.  Cork  ;  Michael 
John  McConville,  Crossmaglen ;  Alfred  Lalor  Casey, 
Dublin  ;  Cornelius  James  Fitzgerald,  Tipperary ;  Samuel 
Gailey  Fyffe,  Newtownstewart ;  Veronica  Stephenson, 
Kihneadan ;  Vincent  Paul  McMullin.  Ballybofey  ;  George- 
Herbert  Parker,  Cork.    Four  candidates  were  rejected. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 

OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Council-meeting. 

THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.  on  January  8. 
The  President  congratulated  Mr.  Young  on  his  election) 
to  the  bench  of  County  Magistrates,  and  mentioned  that 
a  number  of  New  Year  greetings  had  been  received  from 
all  over  the  world.  He  also  reviewed  briefly  the  events- 
of  the  past  year  in  regard  chiefly  to  the  National  In- 
surance Act,  thanking  all  who  had  helped  in  the  difficult- 
task  before  the  Society.  The  Treasurer  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  fees  received  for  the  January  examina- 
tions were  300?.  more  than  last  year.  The  special  dona- 
tions to  the  Benevolent  Fund  included  one  of  13Z.  17s. 
from  Cardiff,  collected  under  a  system  devised  by  Mr. 
Jenkins,  under  which  those  to  whom  boxes  are  sent  agree- 
to  contribute  Id.  a  day  to  the  fund.  From  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund  grants  were  made  amounting  to  165?.,  this  in- 
cluding four  sums  of  20?.  to  the  unsuccessful  candidates- 
at  the  December  election.  Mr.  Neathercoat,  Chairman 
of  the  Local  Associations  Committee,  made  the  interesting 
statement  that  about  95  per  cent,  of  the  chemists  in 
business  have  joined  the  dispensing  panels  formed  under 
the  National  Insurance  Act.  Commenting  on  this,  the 
President  urged  that  diplomacy  will  be  needed  from 
chemists  to  ensure  the  smooth  working  of  the  regulations. 


The  Councillors  present  were  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (Presi- 
dent), Mr.  E.  White  (Vice-President),  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson 
(Treasurer),  and  Messrs.  F.  E.  Bilson,  A.  S.  Campkin, 
W.  L.  Currie,  F.  J.  Gibson,  R.  L.  Gifford,  A.  Hagon, 
J.  J?'.  Harrington  J.  Harrison,  E.  T.  Neathercoat,  F.  A. 
Rogers,  P.  F.  Rowsell,  F.  P.  Sargeant,  T.  A.  White, 
and  J.  R.  Young. 

Absent  Councillors. 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed,  after  which  the  President  stated  that  he  had 
received  intimations  from  Messrs.  Cuff,  Gilmour,  and 
Newsholme  that  they  were  unable  to  be  at  the  meeting, 
the  first-named  because  of  an  engagement  on  the  Kent 
Insurance  Committee  at  Maidstone. 

Congratulations. 
The  President  then  congratulated  Mr.  Young,  whose 
name  has  been  added  to  the  roll  of  Magistrates  for  the 
county  of  Lancashire.  He  next  mentioned  that  he  had 
received  in  his  capacity  as  President  New  Year  greetings 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  the  Cape 
Pharmacy  Board,  the  Queensland  Pharmacy  Board,  the 
Tasmania  Pharmacy  Board,  and  from  the  Chemists' 
Associations  of  Southampton  and  Portsmouth.  It  is  nice, 
he  said,  to  receive  these  good  wishes  from  all  over  the 
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■world,  and  he  desired  to  reciprocate  most  heartily.  The 
past  year  has  'been  a  most  arduous  one  for  the  chemists 
-of  this  country,  but  all  have  endeavoured  to  work  together 
for  the  common  weal  and  the  good  of  the  craft.  His 
thanks  are  due  to  his  colleagues  for  the  work  done  and 
the  personal  sacrifice  it  has  involved.  This  the  President) 
extended  to  members  all  over  the  country,  to  local  Associa- 
tions, and  to  the.  editors  of  the  pharmaceutical  papers. 
It  is  quite  possible,  continued  the  President,  that  the 
coming  year  will  <be  a  strenuous  one,  but  he  knew  he 
■could  reckon  on  the  cordial  assistance  of  all  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  Young  said  he  appreciated  the  honour  which  had 
ifoeen  bestowed  upon  him.  It  was  absolutely  unsolicited. 
He  considered  that  to  some  extent  the  honour  was  ex- 
tended to  the  craft  to  which  he  belonged. 

Elections  and  Kestorations. 

There  were  next  elected  104  members  and  forty-seven 
student-associates.  Several  members  were  restored  to  the 
Society,  and  ten  chemists  had  their  names  replaced  on 
the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

Mr.  Gifford  said  it  is  lamentable  that  there  are  still 
■so  many  chemists  who  have  not  joined  the  Society. 

Finance. 

The  Treasurer  then  presented  the  report  of  the  Finance 
'Committee.  The  receipts  of  the  General  Fund  amounted 
to  2,590?.  10s.  2d.,  made  up  as  follows  :  Penalties  and 
■costs,  1171.  Is.  4d.  ■  subscriptions,  3?.  3s.  ;  "Journal"  and 
publications,  614?.  16s.  M.  ;  registration-fees,  50?.  8s.  ; 
examination-fees,  1,729?.  9s.  ;  restoration-fees,  4?.  As.  ; 
interest  on  loan  to  Benevolent  Fund,  35?.;  sundry  sales 
(Registers,  etc.),  36?.  2s.  2d.  ;  making  a  balance  of 
1,404?.  Is.  8d.,  after  deducting  the  payments  authorised 
i>y  the  Council  in  December.  From  this  the  following 
amounts  were  recommended  for  payment  :  "  Journal  "  and 
publications,  628?.  0s.  2d. ;  stationery,  etc.,  88?.  17s.  7c?. ; 
current  expenses,  650?. ;  salaries,  jet©.,  349?.  7s. ;  law 
•charges,  18?.  8s.  6c?.  ;  house,  5?.  10s.  ;  library,  18?.  17s.  ; 
school  and  examinations,  46?.  14s.  11c?.  — a  total  of 
1,805?.  15s.  2c?.  The  balance  on  the  Benevolent  Fund 
current  account  was  shown  as  245?.  lis.  6d.  On  the 
donation  account  the  balance  was  shown  as  516?.  15s.  Id., 
which  included  a  legacy  of  200?.  from  the  executors  of 
Richard  Thomas,  and  on  the  Orphan  Fund  86?.  10s.  10c?., 
after  deducting  the  payment  of  30?.  made  on  behalf  of  the 
orphan  Margaret  E.  Sell. 

Commenting  on  the  report,  the  Treasurer  said  that  the 
examination-fees  received  for  the  January  examination 
amounted  to  300?.  more  than  the  corresponding  period  of 
Hast  year.  The  balance  in  hand  was  403?.  more  than  a 
year  ago,  and  the  payments  to  be  made  were  also  less 
by  200?.  The  balance  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  was  100?. 
less  than  last  year.  The  balance  on  the  Donation  Fund 
was  large,  but  it  was  not  proposed  to  deal  with  this  at 
present.  He  announced  the  following  special  donations  : 
Bath  and  West  of  England  College  of  Pharmacy,  10s.  6c?. ; 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  1?.  13s.  6d  ;  Cardiff 
chemists,  per  Mr.  Jenkins,  13?.  17s. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Benevolence. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson,  Chairman,  presented  the  report  of 
the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee,  which  was  considered 
in  camera,  after  which  Mr.  Gibson  stated  that  grants  had 
been  made  amounting  to  165?.,  including  20?.  to  the 
Secretary's  Casual  Fund,  and  20?.  to  each  of  the  four 
unsuccessful  candidates  at  the  Benevolent  Fund  election 
in  December. 

Mr.  Hagon  explained  the  method  by  which  the  money 
received  from  Cardiff  had  been  collected.  The  scheme, 
which  is  a  novel  one,  was  devised  by  Mr.  Jenkins,  who 
distributes  collecting-boxes  to  those  who  agree  to  place 
therein  lc?.  a  day.  He  mentioned  also  that  the  votes  to 
which  subscribers  became  entitled  were  dealt  with  in  bulk, 
as  it  was  considered  that  better  results  could  be  obtained 
in  this  way. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  a  resolution  was  carried 
authorising  the  Treasurer  to  pay  during  1913  the  quarterly 
allowances  to  the  annuitants  of  the  Benevolent  Fund. 


The  Secretary  mentioned  that  another  orphan  child 
of  Mrs.  Sell  is  down  for  election  to  the  Infant  Orphan 
Asylum  in  May. 

Library  Committee. 

The  President  then  submitted  the  report  of  the  Library, 
Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee,  which  was  of  a 
routine  character.  An  account  of  5?.  10s.  for  house  repairs 
was  approved  of. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Organisation  Results. 

Mr.  Neathercoat,  Chairman  of  the  Local  Associations 
Committee,  next  presented  the  report  of  his  committee. 
This  dealt  with  the  meetings  that  were  held  in  the  country 
during  November.  Commenting  on  the  report,  Mr. 
Neathercoat  said  that  the  Local  Associations  organisation 
has  been  put  to  a  severe  test.  This  had  been  tackled  with 
commendable  energy,  and  the  organisation  had  come 
through  the  ordeal  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Copies  of 
the  drug-tariff  were  sent  out  to  the  Associations  in  suffi- 
cient number  for  all  the  chemists  in  the  district  with  full 
instructions  as  to  what  steps  were  to  be  taken  to  bring  the 
matter  before  chemists  and  the  Insurance  Committees. 
The  tariff  has  been  used  as  the  basis  of  negotiations  with 
Insurance  Committees,  and  by  now  panels  are  completed 
in  practically  every  district,  about  95  per  cent,  of  th& 
pharmacists  of  the  country  having  undertaken  service  for 
three  months.  He  congratulated  the  Council  that  the 
organisation  set  up  for  dealing  with  the  matter  had  turned 
out  so  satisfactory.  He  hoped  pharmacists  would  remain, 
loyal  to  one  another,  that  they  would  work  unitedly  and 
make  pharmaceutical  service  under  the  Act  work  as 
smoothly  and  successfully  as  possible. 

Mr.  Harrison  thought  the  optimism  of  Mr.  Neather- 
coat fully  justified.  When  their  constituents  realise  what 
has  been  done  they  will  also  see  that  it  is  a  matter  for 
congratulation.  Chemists  have  never  found  the  Society 
of  greater  service  than  irr  the  present  crisis.  This  experi- 
ence will  surely  sweep  away  the  old  superstition  that  the 
Council  exists  for  the  West-end  chemists  of  London.  In 
this  case  the  West-end  chemists  have  the  least  to  gain, 
of  all  the  chemists  in  the  country.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  stock  may  fairly  be  taken  of  the  position.  "  What," 
he  asked,  "  would  have  been  our  position  now  if  an  atti- 
tude had  been  taken  up  of  antagonism  to  the  Act  instead  of 
endeavouring  to  construct  a  reasonable  working  policy?" 
Continuing,  he  said  the  steps  taken  have  saved  the  posi- 
tion and  established  what  has  been  the  ideal  of  many  years 
— that  the  dispensing  of  medicines  should  be  done  by 
pharmacists.  This  fact  will  make  1913  a  notable  one  in  the 
annals  of  pharmacy. 

The  Vice-President  said  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
London  Committee,  he  had  found  great  benefit  from  the- 
work  done  by  chemists.    It  has  facilitated  the  formation  . 
of  chemists'  panels.  . 

Mr.  Campkin  said  that  applies  equally  to  the  provinces. 
Without  the  help  of  the  local  Associations  unanimity 
could  not  have  been  secured.  He  remembered  that  the 
suggestion  made  some  years  ago  that  some  such  organisa- 
tion should  be  attempted  was  received  very  coldly,  but 
events  show  that  its  adoption  has  yielded  very  happy 
results.  He  referred  also  to  the  good  done  by  the  meeting 
at  Norwich  in  clearing  away  misunderstandings. 

Mr.  Hagon  spoke  of  the  advantage  to  Wales  of  the 
work  of  the  Local  Associations  Committee.  Twenty  Asso- 
ciations have  been  founded  in  a  short  space  of  time,  and 
Mr.  Francis,  of  Wrexham,  has  given  Wales  an  organisa- 
tion that  covers  the  whole  principality. 

Mr.  Gifford  said  he  was  still  not  satisfied  ;  success  had 
no  doubt  been  up  to  the  fullest  expectations,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  of  the  value  of  the  organisation,  but  it  costs  a 
lot  of  money.  The  thing  should  pay  for  itself  by  bringing 
in  new  members. 

Mr.  Currie  said  that  in  Scotland  all  parts  were  covered 
by  the  organisation.  He  mentioned,  also,  that  panels  of 
chemists  had  been  purged,  on  scrutiny,  of  the  names  of 
those  who  should  not  be  on. 

Mr.  Sargeant  said  there  seemed  no  doubt  as  to  the  results 
obtained,  and  in  criticising  them  he  did  not  know  whether 
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the  Local  Associations  Committee  or  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  was  the  body  at  fault.  In  issuing 
the  tariff,  it  was  stated  that  payment  for  extra  services 
was  a  matter  of  local  negotiations.  After  this  had  been 
done  the  Local  Committees  were  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  they  could  not  accept  anything  but  the 
bare  tariff.  It  would  have  saved  much  time  and  irritation 
if  chemists  had  been  told  this  at  the  outset.  He  had 
not  seen  that  a  protest  had .  been  made  in  Parliament 
against  the  discounting  of  chemists'  bills.  He  thought 
one  should  be  made.  The  doctors  were,  he  noticed,  being 
allowed  to  draw  part  of  their  payment  in  advance.  Had 
any  efforts  been  made  to  obtain  a  similar  concession  for 
chemists  ?  He  referred  also  to  the  fact  that  persons  who 
are  ineligible  are  trying  to  get  on  the  panel. 

The  President  said  the  speeches  that  have  been  made 
must  be  very  gratifying  to  the  Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. An  enormous  amount  of  work  has  been  done  by 
the  committee.  Regarding  pharmacists  generally,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  majority  will  be  found 
on  the  panels.  It  may  be  a  little  difficult  at  first  to  adjust 
their  businesses  to  the  new  conditions.  He  recommended 
them  to  review  the  situation,  and  see  that  they  have  in 
stock  all  the  things  referred  to  irr  the  tariff.  He  hoped 
also  that  pharmacists  will  be  ready  to  help  each  other  to 
smooth  over  difficulties.  It  will  need  some  diplomacy  and 
savoir-faire  at  first  to  meet  new  conditions.  Common- 
sense  must  be  exercised  regarding  holidays  and  services 
after  hours.  Prescriptions  marked  "Urgent"  will,  of 
course,  be  dealt  with  at  any  time  ;  but  there  will  be  other 
cases  which  will  require  considerable  diplomacy.  . 
The  report  was  adopted. 

Other  Matters. 

Three  Divisional  Secretaries  were  elected,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Frost,  Lewes,  replacing  Mr.  A.  B.  Cortis,  of  Worthing, 
who  has  held  the  position  for  twenty-eight  years. 

The  Registrar  reported  that  he  had  registered  thirty- 
six  apprentices  or  students  during  the  month. 

The  President  mentioned  that  the  Examination  and 
Education  Committee  and  the  Parliamentary  and  General 
Purposes  Committee  have  been  engaged  upon  matters 
arising  out  of  the  National  Insurance  Act.  These  cannot, 
however,  be  divulged  at  the  present  moment. 

The  Colonial  Office  sent  observations  of  the  Pharmacy 
Board  of  New  Zealand  on  the  question  of  Imperial  re- 
ciprocity of  pharmaceutical  diplomas.  This  was  mainly 
regarding  the  amount  of  the  fee  and  is  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  London  County  Council  communicated  the  decision 
of  the  Council  in  reference  to  the  administration  of  the 
Shops  Act.  This  referred  to  the  various  areas  fixed  for 
London. 

Sir  J.  R.  Bradford  invited  the  Society  ,to  jjarticipate 
in  the  Lister  Memorial  Fund. 

The  North  London  Pharmacists'  Association  thanked 
the  Society  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
on  Insurance  for  services  rendered  in  connection  with 
the  National  Insurance  Act. 

Th.3  Breconshire  Pharmaceutical  Association  forwarded 
a  protest  against  the  establishment  of  the  mile  limit  in 
rural  areas  beyond  which  medical  men  may  dispense  for 
insured  persons. 

The  Privy  Council  forwarded  the  report  of  the  Govern- 
ment Visitor  to  the  Pharmaceutical  examinations  in  Scot- 
land. The  Secretary  said  the  report  has  no  special  points 
in  it. 

This  concluded  the  public  business. 


Benzol  v.  Petrol.— Commenting  on  the  London  taxi- 
cab  strike  and  the  similar  strike  which  occurred  in  Paris 
last  year,  the  Paris  correspondent  of  "  The  Times  "states 
that,  as  in  London,  great  hopes  are  placed  in  benzol  as  a 
factor  likely  to  bring  about  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
price  of  petrol.  In  France  benzol  is  more  generally  used 
for  motor  purposes  than  in  England,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  the  directors  of  one  of  the  largest  Paris  taxicab  com- 
panies the  competition  of  benzol  against  petrol  will  become 
increasingly  keen  as  the  metallurgical  industry  realises 
what  a  valuable  by-product  it  forms. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 


London  Section. 

A MEETING  of  this  section  was  held  at  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  on  January  6.  Professor 
W.  R.  Hcdgkinson  was  in  the  chair  and  there  was  an 
excellent  attendance.  The  Chairman  wished  the  members 
"A  Prosperous  New  Year,"  and  also  referred  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  de  Mosenthal  and  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Scottish  Section. 

Estimation  of  Glyceryl  Acetate. 
The  Chairman  then  called  upon  Mr.  S.  Godfrey  Hall 
to  read  a  paper  by  himself  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Harvey  on 
"The  Estimation  of  Glyceryl  Acetate  in  Essential  Oils." 
Attention  was  called  to  a  paper  by  Messrs.  Seaber  and 
Salamon  in  the  "  Perfumery  and  Essential  Oil  Record," 
wherein  the  need  was  shown  for  a  trustworthy  method 
of  estimating  glyceryl  acetate.  The  authors  of  the  pre- 
sent paper,  having  occasion  to  determine  the  nature  of 
the  esters  in  bergamot  and  lavender  oils,  6et  about  devis- 
ing a  process  which  should  be  convenient  and  reliable. 
After  investigation  the  following  method  was  devised, 
the  process  depending  upon  the  separation  and  estimation 
of  glycerol  as  such  : 

A  quantity,  if  possible, not  less  than  10  grams,  of  the  oil 
to  be  examined  is  mixed  with  about  50  c.c.  of  0.830  alcohol, 
and  saponified  with  N/2  alcoholic  potash  ;  it  is  then  digested 
on  the  water-bath  for  a  period  of  one  hour.    The  solution 
is  now  neutralised  by  means  of  N/2  HC1,  and  evaporated 
to  dryness  upon  the  water-bath    in  order  to  remove  the 
alcohol ;  about  20  c.c.  of  water  is  added,  and  the  oily  pro- 
portion extracted  by  methylated  ether,  the  water  solution 
being  run  in  a  6-oz.  round-bottomed  flask;  the  ether  extract 
should  again  be  washed  with  a  further  quantity  of  about 
10  c.c.  of  water,  which  is  then  added  to  that  already  in  the 
flask,    and  the  whole  evaporated   to   a  syrup  condition. 
This  residue  now  contains  the  glycerol  originally  present  as 
glyceryl  acetate,  which  is  estimated  by  the  triacetin  method 
as  follows  :  To  this  residue  3  grams  of  fused  sodium  acetate 
is  added,  together  with  8  c.c.  acetic  anhydride,  and  the 
whole  refluxed  for  one  hour  at  a  gentle  heat,  then  cooled, 
and  50  c.c.  of  boiled  distilled  water  added.    The  contents 
of  the  flask  are  now  raised  to  a  temperature  of  80°  C,  again 
cooled,  filtered,  and  washed  into  a  30-oz.  flask.    A  few  drops 
of  5  per  cent,  phenolphthalein  are  added,  and  a  sufficiency 
of  sodium  hydrate  solution  of  about  normal  strength,  just 
to  neutralise  the  excess  acetic  acid,  care  being  taken  to 
ensure  thorough  mixing.    A  known  excess  of  N/2  NaOH  is 
now  added,  and  the  whole  gently  boiled  under  a  plain  tube 
reflux  for  fifteen  minutes,  then  cooled,  and  titrated  with 
N/2  HC1.    The  consumption  of  NaOH  measures  the  quan- 
tity  of   glycerol  present,   and   consequently  the  glyceryl 
acetate,  using  the  following  factors :  1  c.c.  NaOH  (semi- 
normal)  =0.01535  glycerol  or  0.03641  glyceryl  acetate. 

It  is  advisable,  added  Mr.  Hall,  always  to  do  a  blank 
test,  using  only  the  acetic  anhydride  and  sodium  acetate, 
and  boiling  with  5  c.c.  N/2  NaOH.  There  was  no 
discussion. 

A  series  of  papers  followed  on  the  determination  of 
moisture  in  chemical  analysis.  In  Mr.  F.  H.  Campbell's 
paper,  which  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  a  process  with 
calcium  carbide  was  used,  the  amount  of  acetylene  being 
measured  and  converted  by  means  of  a  factor.  The  next 
paper,  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Skertchly,  showed  the  superiority  of 
drying  the  substance  in  vacuo,  and  the  third  paper  was 
a  long  report  by  Messrs.  G.  N.  Huntly  and  J.  H.  Coste 
on  the  work  of  a  sub-committee  of  the  Eighth  International 
Conference  on  Applied  Chemistry  appointed  to  consider 
the  methods  of  determining  moisture  in  coal.  A"  good 
discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the  last  series  of 
papers. 


"  The  Chemists'  Dictionary  of  Medical  Terms  and  Treat- 
ment" is  full  of  useful  information,  and  is  an  excellent 
half-crown's  worth.  Published  by  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist, and  also  obtainable  from  wholesale  houses. 

Is  it  Liable  to  Medicine  Stamp-duty?  This  question  is 
easy  to  answer  if  you  have  at  your  desk  one  of  the  new 
C.  <£■  D.  chart-cards  showing  grounds  of  liability  and  exemp- 
tion. The  card  also  bears  on  the  reverse  the  notice  that 
Insurance  Act  chemists  have  to  exhibit  in  their  shops.  Post 
free  for  four  pennv  stamps  or  3.?>.  6d.  per  dozen  from  the 
C.  <£•  D.  Office,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
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TRADE  NOTES. 


Royal  Warrant.— Messrs.  W.  &  J.'  Burrow,  The 
Springs,  Malvern,  have  received  a  Eoyal  Warrant  of  Ap- 
pointment as  purveyors  of  the  "Alpha  Brand"  Malvern 
Water  to  His  Majesty  the  King. 

Rajar  Christmas  Competition. — The  results  of  this 
competition,  which  was  for  prints  made  on  Rajar  gaslight 
postcards,  is  announced  by  Rajar,  Ltd.,  Mobberley. 
The  first  prize  was  five  guineas. 

Icilma  Cream. — In  sympathy  with  their  national 
advertising  campaign,  the  Icilma  Co.,  Ltd.,  37-39  King's 
Road,  London,  N.W.,  is  arranging  a  national  display  of 
Icilma  Cream,  securing  to  the  retailers  60  per  cent, 
profit.  This  on  so  popular  an  article  is  excellent,  and 
any  subscriber  can  hear  all  about  it  by  dropping  a  post- 
card to  the  above  address. 

"John  Btjll  "  Malt  Extract. — We  learn  from  the 
"St.  Neots  Advertiser"  that  Messrs.  Paine  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Neots,  have  decided  to  instal  new  plant  in  the 
"  John  Bull  "  malt-extract  factory,  with  a  view  of  increas- 
ing the  output  of  the  works.  This  has  been  rendered 
necessary  by  the  large  demand  for  the  product,  upon  which 
the  factory  is  now  working  day  and  night.  When  the 
installation  of  the  new  plant  is  completed  it  will  be 
possible  to  produce  a  ton  of  extract  every  five  or  six 
hours,  which  is  three  times  the  present  output. 

Bismuth  Gauze. — We  referred  some  time  ago  to  the 
bismuth  gauze  which  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 
Snow  Hill  Buildings,  London,  E.C.,  issued  as  an  odourless 
and  non-toxic  antiseptic  packing  for  cavities.  This  was 
issued  in  various  sizes,  to  which  has  now  been  added  yard 
rolls  of  ^-in.  gauze  with  selvedge  edges.  These  miniature 
rolls  are  covered  with  gelatin  and  so  rendered  impervious — 
the  sterility  of  the  dressing  being  thus  effectually  ensured. 
The  gauze  is  used  particularly  in  nose,  ear,  and  throat 
work,  and  replaces  iodoform  gauze  for  the  purpose. 

Pexuloid. — Messrs.  T.  Morson  &  Son,  manufacturing 
chemists,  14  Elm  Street,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C., 
send  us  particulars  of  pexuloid,  which  is  a  solution  of  a 
non-inflammable  celluloid  employed  in  making  splints. 
The  method  of  making  the  splints  is  a  building-up  process 
with  layers  of  gauze,  the  whole  being  finished  with  a 
special  splint  varnish.  The  great  advantage  obvious  in 
splints  made  by  this  method  is  lightness,  and  on  that 
account  they  are  used  with  advantage  in  making  ortho- 
paedic appliances  for  children.  The  splints  were  first 
made  by  Calot,  of  Berck-sur-Mer,  where  there  is  a  large 
hospital  for  children ;  and  they  were  introduced  into 
this  country  by  Gauvain,  who  uses  them  at  the  Treloar 
Cripples'  Hospital  at  Alton.  The  method  is  now  em- 
ployed at  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond 
Street,  London.  The  advantage  of  pexuloid  is  that  it 
is  non-inflammable.  From  a  specimen  of  a  splint  made 
with  pexuloid  which  we  have  inspected,  it  is  obvious  that 
strength  has  not  been  sacrificed  to  lightness  ;  and,  more- 
over, we  are  assured  that  the  splints  are  made  quite 
cheaply. 

Show-card  Supply. — We  have  for  some  time  endeavoured 
to  supply  chemists  with  the  information  required  as  to 
the  preparation  and  display  of  show-cards.  The  difficulty 
arises  that  not  many  chemists  have  the  ability  to  design 
a  show-card,  or  having  the  ability  have  not  the  time  to 
carry  out  their  ideas.  We  are  glad,  therefore,  to  note 
that  several  experts  are  undertaking  the  supply  of  good 
show-cards  for  use  by  chemists.  The  latest  firm  to  offer 
a  show-card'  service  is  the  Bell  Advertising  Co., 
56  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.C.,  whese  advertisements  ex- 
plaining their  system  appears  in  this  issue.  We  have  seen 
specimens  of  the  show-cards  that  are  offered.  The  picture 
of  the  chemist  testing  his  drugs,  which  is  reproduced  in 
miniature  in  their  advertisement  in  this  issue,  is  an 
effective  piece  of  work  which  is  printed  in  colours. 
This  forms  part  of  a  card  that  tells  of  the  dispensing 
department  where  tested  drugs  are  employed.  It  is, 
however,  only  one  of  a  series  of  fifty-two  large  show- 
cards  which  those  receive  who  take  up  the  system  ;  on 


the  20th  of  each  month  four  of  these  cards  are  sent. 
But  this  is  not  all,  the  chemist  receives,  in  addition,  six- 
teen medium  cards  and  sixteen  small  cards,  the  wording 
being  devised  to  suit  the  season's  goods.  A  chemist  caa 
thus  display  each  week  nine  show-cards  entirely  fresh,  and 
continue  this  for  a  whole  year.  Special  stands  are  sup- 
plied for  the  show-cards,  but  the  company  should  be 
written  to  for  full  particulars  of  their  scheme  and  als«> 
regarding  the  special  offer  in  their  advertisement. 

National  Insurance  Literature. — Messrs.  Harrison  & 
Waide,  chemists'  printers,  Kirkstall,  Leeds,  have  supplied 
us  with  specimens  of  their  circulars  and  posters  by 
means  of  which  chemists  will  educate  the  public  as  to 
the  supply  of  medicines  to  insured  persons.  The  four- 
page  leaflets  (5$  in.  by  4£  in.  and  7£  in.  by  5  in.)  are 
carefully  worded ;  one  tells  cogently  ' '  What  to  do  and  how 
to  do  it,"  while  another  dilates  upon  the  three  points  sug- 
gested by  the  question,  "  The  value  to  you  of  a  prescrip- 
tion lies  in — what?"  There  are  also  a  circular  (8J  in. 
by  5J;  in.)  referring  to  the  reliable  dispensing  of  Health 
Insurance  prescriptions  and  reduced  reproductions  of  five 
stock  window-display  bills  relating  to  Insurance  dispensing. 
These  are  lithographed  in  black  and  red  on  white.  Special 
wording  can  be  had  to  order.  Specimen  reproductions  of 
dispensing-labels  and  price-labels  for  bottles  are  also  avail- 
able on  postcard  request. 

Insurance  Supplies. — Messrs.  S.  Haw,  Son  &  Sons, 
7  to  12  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  E.C.,  have  completed 
their  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  dressings  and 
appliances  required  under  the  National  Insurance  Act,, 
and  are  prepared  to  supply  at  once  small  or  large  quan- 
tities of  dressings,  appliances,  and  bottles  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  tariff  devised  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  and  adopted  by  the  majority  of  the 
Insurance  Committees  throughout  Great  Britain.  To 
facilitate  business  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  have 
issued  a  special  price-list,  which  gives  the  wholesale  prices 
together  with  the  prices  of  the  tariff,  so  that  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  seeing  at  a  glance  what:  profit  is  yielded 
on  every  item.  After  the  list  of  bandages,  gauzes,  lint, 
splints,  catheters,  plasters,  etc.,  are  given  the  prices  of 
a  special  series  of  dispensing  bottles  for  Insurance  work. 
The  feature  about  these  bottles  is  that  they  have  moulded 
in  them  a  special  design,  so  that  they  can  be  identified 
when  they  are  returned  for  the  refunding  of  the  deposit. 
Another  point  about  the  price-list  is  a  page  of  very  useful 
hints  regarding  the  supply  of  appliances  and  the  pre- 
cautions to  be  taken  in  stocking  these.  An  explanation 
is  given  also  regarding  the  quality,  and  most  chemists 
will  agree  with  the  remarks  that  it  is  unwise  to  make, 
the  very  commonest  quality  the  standard.  For  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  supply,  distinctive  labels  will  be 
used,  and  invoice  forms  of  a  special  colour,  so  that'  a 
chemist  can,  if  required,  easily  ascertain  his  stock  of 
Insurance  sundries  and  how  much  has  been  spent  during 
a  given  period.  To  further  assist  chemists  Messrs.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons  have  issued  order  forms  which  have  printed 
upon  them  the  various  items,  which  will  save  time  in 
writing  orders.  All  pharmacists  using  the  special  order 
form  will  receive  their  first  consignment  in  a  free  box 
carriage  paid.  Chemists  should  write  at  once  for  the 
list  and  order  form,  and  so  be  in  a  nosition  to  meet 
on  January  15  every  possible  requirement  of  the  tariff. 

Drugs  valued  at  12.000?.  were  imported  into  Damascus 
during  1911,  compared  with  12,500?.  in  1910  and  10,000?.  in 
1909.  They  were  supplied  bv  Austria-Hungary,  United 
Kingdom,  Germany,  Italy.  India,  and  France. 

A  List  of  Creditors  of  Charles  Ricketts  Knapo.  chemist, 
82  Pendle  Road,  Streatham  Park,  Surrey,  late  77  The  Broad- 
way, Leigh-on-Sea,  Essex,  has  been  issued,  and  includes  the 
following  :  Mr.  Coldwell  (London),  498/.  :  The  British  Dru^ 
Houses,  Ltd..  14?.  :  Grossmith,  Son  &  Co.,  13?.  :  S.  Maw° 
Sons  &  Co.,  42?. ;  Butler  &  Crispe,  11?.  ;  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co 
Ltd.,  6?.;  Bishop  &  Co.,  12?.;  R.  Blackie,  5?.:  A.  Berliner. 
5?.;  Brand  &  Co.,  Ltd..  9?.;  A.  H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  5?  : 
T.  Christy  &  Co.,  6?.;  Erasmic  Co.,  Ltd.,  6?.;  J.  C.  &  J 
Field,  Ltd..  5?.;  R.  Gibson  &  Son,  Ltd.,  6?.;  Houghton, 
Ltd.,  5?.  ;  Harrington,  Ltd.  (Southend),  6?.  ;  Kerfoot  &  Co_ 
5?. ;  Newball  &  Mason,  6?.  ;  F.  Newberv  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  9?. ; 
Smith  &  Co.  (London),  6?.;  Virol,  Ltd.,  5?. ;  Warwick  Bros 
Ltd.,  5?. 
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Sheep-dipping  in  Queensland. 

WE  dealt  in  our  issue  of  August  24  (index  folio  326) 
with  the  regulations  which  exist  in  Australia  regard- 
ing the  compulsory  dipping  of  sheep.  At  that  time  the 
Queensland  regulations  were  not  available  m  this  country. 
These  we  have  since  received  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Agent-General  for  Queensland,  the  following  being  the 
main  provisions  dealing  with  the  subject  : 

The  dipping  of  sheep  is  dealt  with  in  "An  Act  for  the 
Prevention  and  Cure  of  Diseases  in  Sheep,"  1867  and  amend- 
ing Acts  of  1868,  1871,  1877,  and  1890  Regulations  were 
made  in  1891  under  the  powers  conferred  in  the  last- 
mentioned  Act.  As  in  other  States,  sheep  districts  are  in 
charge  of  elected  directors,  to  whom,  with  the  aid  ot 
inspectors,  the  administration  of  the  Act  is  entrusted.  Sheep- 
owners  have  to  give  public  notice  that  their  sheep  are  in- 
jected, and  there  are  provisions  regarding  the  movements 
of  such  sheep  and  quarantine  regulations.  In  some  cases 
sheep  may  be  destroyed  (certain  compensations  being  pay- 
able) :  but  the  board  of  directors,  "  in  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  particular  case,"  may  delay  the  issuing 
of  such  notice  "should  there  appear  to  them  to  be  any 
«hance  of  curing  such  infected  sheep  without  any  detriment 
to  other  stockholders."  The  sheep  not  destroyed  are  to 
fce  dressed  at  the  owners'  expense  "  with  such  medicaments 
as  the  chief  inspector  may  direct." 

It  should  be  added  that  owing  to  the  freedom  of  flocks 
in  Queensland  from  scab,  compulsory  dipping  has  not 
oeen  insisted  upon  for  many  years.  Voluntary  dipping  is, 
lowever,  practised  against  lice. 


Chemists'  Calendars. 


From  Messes.  Smith  Bros.  &  Co.,  The  Bonanza  Drug- 
stores, Port  of  Spain,  Sangre  Grande  and  Arema,  Trinidad, 
B  W  I  ,  we  have  received  a  copy  of  their  blotter  and  diary. 
The  diary  portion  contains  spaces  for  a  fortnight  on  each 
page.  There  are  also  advertisement  pages— the  blotting- 
paper  even  is  covered  with  printing— in  which  are  set  forth 
the  specialities  of  the  house. 

Me.  Major  Hill,  chemist  and  druggist,  109  Norfolk  Street, 
Wisbech,  issues  for  1913  his  twenty-third  annual  almanac. 
Mr.  Hill  advertises  well  his  own  products,  and  we  notice, 
as. the  first  of  the  kind,  an  announcement  that  he  is  under 
contract  with  the  Insurance  Committee  for  the  Isle  of  Ely 
{1)  to  dispense  medicines,  (2)  to  supply  drugs,  and  (3)  to 
supply  appliances  under  the  National  Insurance  Act.  There 
are  several  smart  ideas  in  the  advertisements. 

The  Calendar  sent  out  by  Messrs.  Ludford  &  Co.,  bottle 
manufacturers,  Brooksby's  Walk,  Homerton,  London,  N.E., 
has  upon  it  a  charming  river  scene,  which  would  form  an 
attraction  to  any  office  in  which  it  is  placed.  The  calendar 
beneath  the  picture  has  monthly  leaves,  and  is  fitted  with 
a  new  indicator  in  the  form  of  a  tag  for  marking  the  days 
of  the  week.  The  card,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  calendar, 
measures  13  in.  by  144  in.,  and  is  of  a  pretty  brown  colour. 

Messrs.  Ttpke  &  King,  Ltd.,  chemical  manufacturers, 
16  Mincing  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  send  us  one  of  their  diary- 
blotters  for  1913.  It  is  in  triptych  form,  the  central  space 
being  the  blotting-pad,  while  the  left  wing  is  a  diary,  each 
page  of  the  diary  being  ruled  for  a  week.  The  diary  carries 
with  it  an  accident  policy  for  various  amounts,  depending 
upon  the  injury  received  in  the  accident.  When  closed  the 
diary-blotter  presents  a  neat  appearance  on  the  desk,  as  it 
is  covered  with  a  maroon  material  resembling  leather. 

Messes.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  Ltd.,  wholesale 
druggists,  Devon  Wharf,  Emmott  Street,  Mile  End,  London, 
E.,  issue  a  wall  calendar  which  measures  164  in.  by  10  in. 
It  is  printed  in  colours  and  gold,  and  contains  on  the  front, 
in  addition  to  the  calendar,  particulars  of  Laurence's  hair- 
dyes  and  Vitalactine  food.  The  calendar  is  further  adapted 
to  the  ground  covered  by  the  company's  travellers,  the  por- 
rrait  of  the  district  representative  being  given,  with  the  dates 
of  his  visits  during  1913.  On  the  back  of  the  calendar  is 
s:iven  much  useful  information  for  pharmacists,  such  as 
Bird's  alcohol-conversion  table,  sp.  gr.  tables,  weights  and 
measures  equivalents,  thermometric  conversion,  wages  tables, 
etc.  A  good  deal  of  thought  has  been  expended  in  devising 
the  features  of  this  calendar,  which  is  also  proof  of  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  company's,  printing  department,  both  design 
and  execution  being  excellent. 


Postal  Address: 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  "  (two  words). 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  852  (two  lines;. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  any  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries  : 

189/25.    "  Duke's  Malted  Food." 

181/480.    "  Hard's  Food  "  :  supply. 

182/68.    "  Losatol  Syrup  "  :  supply. 

181/49.    Stalker's  bandages  :  supply. 

189/27.    Kay's  "  Aqua  Glue  "  :  supply. 

185/16.    "  No  Pain"  for  corns  (Read's). 

131/25.    "Lafayette"  perfumery:  makers. 

189/250.    "  De  Kuy per' s  Mixture  "  :  supply. 

181/490.    "  Semeley  "  (boot-polish)  :  makers. 

189/251.    "  Remedin  "  (a  rat-poison):  supply. 

181/48.    Chalmers'  absorbent  lozenges:  supply. 

187/470.    "Dr.  Laing's  Liniment":  proprietors. 

187/47.    "Omnibus"  soap  (Kirk  &  Co.) :  supply. 

188/72.    "  Kolotkee  "  perfume  :  makers  or  suppliers. 

166/6,  171/9,  and  181/33.  Makers  or  suppliers  of  Di. 
Leith's  cholera-mixture  (with  and  without  opium). 

184/34.  "  Safran  Surrogat  "  (used  as  an  edible  egg  colour- 
ing) :  suppliers. 

184/52.  Makers  of  wads  for  tablet  bottles,  etc.,  made  of 
thin  sheets  of  rubber  divided  by  a  piece  of  cardboard,  all 
glued  together. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  others  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Anti-Coryza,  181/49 
Bilitin,  187/36 
Bisurated  magnesia,  184/29 
Burgess's  plaster  bandages, 
181/67 

Capillus  hair-killer,  178/34 

Carlsbad  Sprudel  salt, 
187/46 

Cerevisine,  182/67 

Chapoteaut's  apioline  cap- 
sules, 180/60 

Chloros,  184/43 

Corpora  lutea  sice,  187/430 

Desiccated  egg-yolk,  184/2 

Dopon,  186/13 

Dralle's  "  Illusion  "  per- 
fumes, 180/60 

Euphthalmine,  187/48 

Ham-a-Conol,  181/490 

Holder  pneumatic  sprayer, 
173/73 

Hyperol,  187/43 

Ichthosot,  187/39 

Kelene  (London  agents), 
184/71 

Konstips,  186/6 

Kruse's  magnesia,  181/46 


Laing's  specifics,  187/470 
Lennox's  arsenical  wafers, 

182/68 
Leukoplast,  184/26 
"Ner-Vita,"  177/66 
"  New  Skin,"  180/601 
Ovoleo,  184/31  and  187/47 
Pessary  and  bougie  moulds, 

181/56 

Proposote  globules,  187/5 
Proudfoot's  pills,  177/660 
"  Pvramid  "  toilet-paper. 
186/7 

"  Red  C "  cough-cure, 
181/460 

Revolving  stands  (for  win- 
dow display)  (New  Zea- 
land inquiry),  182/52 

Rigollot's  mustard-leaves, 
180/600 

Sedresol  soap,  181/27 

Suppository-moulds,  184/27 

Sylvozone,  182/5 

Tallow,  184/30 

Tenaline,  181/47 

"  Vonda  "  enema  syringe, 
181/28 


APPRECIATIONS. 

'From  a  Manufacturing  Perfumer  : 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  information  re  address 
of  bottle-makers,  and  I  congratulate  you  on  an  organisa- 
tion which  enabled  you  to  give  this  information  at 
once,  when  I  had  sought  for  it  previously  throughout 
the  trade  in  vain.  I  have  written  to  the  firms  men- 
tioned." (112/26.) 

From  the   Director   of  a   Wholesale  Druggists'  Sundries 
Bouse : 

"  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you 
for  the  assistance  you  give  us  from  time  to  time  through 
your  Information  Department.  It  has  frequently  been 
the_  means  of  our  getting  in  touch  with  articles  with 
which  wc  are  not  familiar."    (166/64.)  •, 
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OBSERVATIONS  &  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


Mr.  Price's  Advertisement 

in  connection  with  the  National 
Insurance  Act  strikes  me  as  being  just  about  right.  He 
makes  the  most  of  the  opportunity,  does  it  in  a.  perfectly 
gentlemanly  manner,  and  explains  his  special  qualifications 
as  a  dispenser  in  a  way  that  no  brother  "  chip  "  need  com- 
plain of.  It  would  be  an  excellent  thing  if  every  pharma- 
cist on  the  panel  would  follow  Mr.  Price's  example,  for  it 
will  take  the  public  some  time  to  catch  on  to  the  idea  that 
they  are  no  longer  to  get  "a  bottle"  from  the  doctor, 
and  the  sooner  they  get  to  know  the  whereabouts  of  the 
nearest  pharmacy  the  better  will  it  be  for  their  peace  of 
mind  when  they  require  their  first  prescription  to  be 
dispensed.  Every  pharmacist  is  to  get  a  host  of  new 
customers,  and  it  will  depend  entirely  on  himself  whether 
these  new  faces  are  to  become  permanent  friends.  Every 
Insurance  customer  will  feel  that  he  or  she  has  money  to 
spend,  since  the  shilling  or  eighteenpence  is  no  longer  to  be 
forthcoming  for  the  doctor,  and  what  more  natural  than 
that  they  should  be  tempted  to  spend  it  on  some  delicacy 
for  the  invalid  at  home?  There  is  also  an  inborn  feeling 
in  every  Englishman's  mind  that  he  ought  not  to  leave 
a  shop  without  buying  something,  "  for  the  good  of  the 
house,"  so  to  speak;  and  the  wideawake  dispenser  will 
take  advantage  of  this  natural  feeling  by  displaying  goods 
that  will  appeal  to  the  customer's  fancy.  It  is  surprising 
what  a  quantity  of  articles,  looked  on  as  luxuries  when 
we  cannot  afford  them,  come  to  be  regarded  as  neces- 
saries when  we  are  able  to  pay  for  them. 
The  New  Epoch  in  Pharmacy 

is  thus  upon  us,  and  before 
these  lines  are  a  week  old  pharmacists  all  over  the  country 
will  be  in  the  thick  of  the  fight.  I  can  well  believe  that 
in  hundreds  of  so-called  pharmacies  the  dispensing  of  a 
pint  of  turpentine  or  a  gallon  of  paraffin  oil  would  be 
much  more  readily  accomplished,  and  perhaps  also  more 
welcomed,  by  the  pharmacist,  but  the  public  is  not  going 
to  stand  the  man  who  fails  to  adapt  himself  to  the  new 
conditions.  Insurance  dispensing  will  not  mean  sloppy 
dispensing,  and  if  any  chemist  makes  the  mistake  of 
thinking  that  it  does  mean  that,  he  will  soon  rue  it.  I 
like  the  cheery  note  that  runs  through  your  first  leader. 
There  is  a  feeling  of  optimism  in  the  air  for  chemists, 
thanks  largely  to  your  own  sane  advice  all  along  through 
these  weary  months.  Your  leader  lifte  our  eyes  to  a 
wider  horizon  than  the  ordinary  working  pharmacist 
usually  sees.  He  is  so  acutely  aware  of  ,  and  so  com- 
pletely immersed  in,  the  pressing  details  of  his  business, 
that  he  cannot,  as  we  say,  see  the  wood  for  the  trees,  and 
it  is  well  that  he  should  have  the  guidance  of  a  wider- 
ranging  eye  and  a  more  statesmanlike  judgment  than  his 
own.    In  this  case,  indeed, 

Practical  Good  Sense 

has  proved  sufficient,  as  regards  the 
great  majority  of  the  trade,  to  show  where  our  real 
interest  lies,  and  the  reports  you  give  of  the  action  of  local 
Associations  are  the  best  commentary  upon  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  a  few  extremists  in  opposition  to  the  Act. 
The_  jeremiads  in  which  these  gentlemen  have  been  indulg- 
ing in  your  correspondence  columns  are  entirely  falsified  by 
the  reasonable  and  conciliatory  replies  the  local  Com- 
mittees have,  without  exception,  made  to  the  suggestions 
and  requests  of  these  Associations,  and  there  is  absolutely 
no  justification  whatever  for  the  sneer  as  to  what  Mr. 
Lloyd  George  will  do  with  us  "  when  he  has  got  us  into 
his  hands."  As  I  said  last  week,  friction  may  very  likely 
arise,  many  difficulties  will  doubtless  have  to  be  met, 
before  these  Medical  Benefit  provisions  work  quite 
smoothly,  but  on  every  hand  there  is  an  evident  desire 


for  an  equitable  adjustment  and  easy  running  of  the  new 
machine.  Pharmacists,  however,  may  be  counselled  to 
keep  your  wider  view  in  mind.  Immediate  results  may 
prove  disappointing  to  the  more  sanguine ;  it  is  the  larger 
issues  that  are  ultimately  of  most  importance.  "  By 
indignities,"  says  Bacon,  "men  come  to  dignities";  and 
though  we  suffer  no  indignity  under  this  Act,  we  may  in 
individual  cases  suffer  a  little  temporary  loss.  ■  I  don't 
say  we  shall,  but  in  any  case  the  game  is  worth  the  candle. 

Reiteration  of  a  Mere  Name 

as-  a  form  of  advertising  is  .not 
necessarily  childish,  nor  is  it  a  waste  of  space.  Mr. 
Degen  is,  I  think,  wrong  in  stating  that  it  has  been 
given  up,  for  many  of  the  most  successful  advertisers 
spend  thousands  of  pounds  a  year  in  simply  reiterating 
"  a  mere  name."  What  about  the  Bovril  and  other  electric 
signs,  the  Carter's  and  Beecham's  pills  advertisements  all 
along  the  railway  lines,  the  thousands  of  blue  and  white 
enamelled-iron  showcards  that  greet  us  every  morning  on 
our  journey  to  the  City,  or  the  advertisements  that  face  us 
from  every  step  as  we  walk  up  the  railway  stairs  ?  All 
these  are  simply  reiterations  of  names,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  even  Mr.  Degen  would  say  that  the  people  who  pay 
for  all  that  advertising  are  not  well  aware  of  what  its 
real  value  is.  Then  he  condemns  the  "  Before  and  After  " 
pictures ;  but  it  is  very  widely  recognised  that  no  more 
successful  advertising  has  ever  been  produced  than  the 
"before  and  after  "  Virol  series.  All  this  is  quite  inter- 
esting, but  it  leaves  us  at  a  loss  just  how  we  are  to  proceed 
in  order  to  obtain  the  best  results.  If  Mr.  Degen  would  only 
tell  advertisers  exactly  what  sort  of  pictorial  advertisement 
he  would  recommend  for  attracting  the  attention  of  the 
public,  many  of  your  readers  would  be  grateful.  The  only 
positive  recommendation  made,  and  even  that  is  not  very- 
tangible,  is  that  advertising  copy  should  "mirror  modern 
journalistic  methods."  This  is  somewhat  cryptic;  does 
it  mean  the  sort  of  advertisement  that  has  paid  Dearborn 
so  well  ?  If  so,  I  fear  that  some  of  us  do  not  like  the 
notion. 

Between  "Ti'  and  "Tombac" 

there  are  but  few  words  of  strictly 
pharmaceutical  import  in  the  "  Oxford  English  Diction- 
ary." Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  of  these  is  tincture,  the 
sense-development  of  which  is  extraordinarily  interesting. 
It  may  be  briefly  summarised  as  (1)  a  dye  ;  (2)  imparted 
colour  of  any  kind;  (3)  the  act  of  colouring;  (4)  "colour- 
able appearance,"  quality,  or  character;  (5)  a  physical 
quality  other  than  colour ;  (6)  the  quintessence,  principle. 
or  soul  of  a  thing ;  (7)  the  principle  of  a  substance  in 
solution  (this  in  the  earlier  chemistry) ;  and  hence  (8)  its 
meaning  in  modern  pharmacy.  Toilet  has  developed  in 
meaning  even  more  variously ;  all  its  uses  are  traceable 
to  ite  original  sense,  that  of  a  stuff  in  which  clothes  were 
wrapped.  The  most  important  plant-names  in  this  double- 
section  are 

Tobacco,  Tolu,  and  Tomato. 

The  exact  meaning  of  tabaco  as 
first  used  in  Hayti  is  not  quite  certain  ;  the  latest  theory 
seems  to  be  that  it  signified,  not,  as  Oviedo  thought,  the 
tube  through  which  the  smoke  was  taken,  but  a  loose  roU 
of  the  leaves  of  the  plant  used  as  a  kind  of  cigar.  Tola 
is  first  mentioned  in  English  by  Salmon  in  1671 ;  it  is 
the  name  of  the  supposed  habitat  of  the  tree  yielding  the 
balsam,  and  is  now  the  formative  element  in  many  chemical 
names,  of  which  the  earliest  is  the  German  toluin  (1842). 
Tomato  (Mexican,  tomatl)  scarcely  concerns  us,  but  the  ! 
vegetable  occurs  in  our  earlier  dispensatories  as  "  love- 
apple,"  from  its  supposed  aphrodisiaeal  property — a  point 
missed  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Buzfuz  in  Bardell  v..  Pickwick. 
Toad,  toadstool,  and  toadstone  give  occasion  for  articles 
of  great  interest  to  the  student  of  medical  superstitions. 
Under  the  last-named  Sir  W.  Scott  is  quoted  as  saying 
that  his  mother  used  this  substance  as  a  charm  against 
fairies.  Tic,  in  tic  douloureux,  is  onomatopoeic  ;  till  signi- 
fied originally  an  inner  closed  compartment  in  a  larger 
drawer  or  cabinet;  shop-till  is  later.  Tick  (absit  omen!) 
is  short  for  ticket ;  a  ticket  in  this  sense  was  originally  a- 
note  of  hand,  afterwards  a  tradesman's  "  little  bill  "  ;  the 
first  recorded  instance  of  "  going  on  tick  "  is  dated  1642. 
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BATH  SALT. 

THIS  LATEST  "SANITAS"  LINE  IS  PUT  UP  IN 
1/-  1-1  b.  tins        I    3/-  4-1  b.  tins,  and 


1/9  2-1  b.  „ 


4/6  7-1  b.  „ 


Small  sample  tins  for  free 
distribution  are  available. 

TRADE  TERMS  ON  APPLICATION. 


The  "  SANITAS  "  Company  Ltd., 

LOCKSLEY  STREET, 
LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON,  E. 


Jews  bury  &  Brows 

ClTODA 

The  Special  SODA  WATER 
for  Milk  Diet 
and  all  Medical  Purposes.  - 

Send  for  Fj|rlicular»  to  AROWICK  CREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


HEADQUARTERS  for  GERMAM 
AiJSTRiAtf  PROPRIETARIES 

&.  RARE  CHEMICALS. 

Largest  stock  in  the  U.K. 
FOREIGN  PRESCRIPTIONS  DISPENSED 

FOR  THE  TRADE. 
Cofe/tyus  on  receipt  of  p.c.     Phone:  48 London  wall.  [ 
SCHACHT  WARNER  &  C9, 

GERMAN  CHEMISTS:      -55,  Fore  St,  LoNDON,EC. 

West-end  house  -.- 

FRIZELL&C2,  I.CranbourneSh.  W.C. 

Phone.- 325  Gerrard. 
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Finest  ARROWROOT 

1/  lb. 

No.  1  Finest  Pore 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

15/«wt. 

BICARB.  SODA 

Finest  Extra  Special 

15/  cwt. 

BORACIC  ACID 
POWDER,  Finest 

34/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  n.. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No  Oil  Extracted 

25/cwt. 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

/8&l/lb. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

*        No  Oil  Extractor! 

24/cwt. 

PUMICE  POWDER 

Extra  Finest  Levigated 

35/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIP.  CHALK 

25/cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED 

27/ cwt. 

EPSOM  SALTS,  E.S.S. 

lu-ifled.  Clean,  and  Dry 
L:..to,  Medium  Crystals 

11/6  cwt. 

12/6  ., 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/ewt. 

Finest  Pure  TOILET 

32/cwt. 

FLOWERS  OF  SUL- 
PHUR,  Finest  English 
Ditto.  Foreign 

13/6cwt. 

9/6  „ 

OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH™ 

(Toilet  purposes) 

18/«wt 

FULLER'S  EARTH 

(In  Dredgers) 

11  12  &  6 
5/611/-22/ 

Carriage  Paid  to  railway  stations  within  200  miles  of  London  (or  allowance 
made  for  distances  beyond).   Terms  less  2i  per  cent.  Cash  or  1  month  net. 

APERITOL' 
BORNYvAL 
GONOSAN 
LtCITHOL 
ME.RGAL 
OVOGAL 
5ALI  PYRIN 
SCOPO  — 
MORPHINE 
THIOL 

rw  J.O.RlLOiLCa 
M  CANNON  ST 
LONDON  LCI 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  connection  with  th» 
Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent  which  mem- 
bers of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by  consulting  an 
efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for  an  inclusive  fee  and 
obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad.  Advice  in  the  Oral 
lD"tance  free.    Pamphlets  gratis. 

5b  Ludgate  Hill,  London.   REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 


SiViML 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 
Jas.  Bnrrough  Ltd. DL  "BE^K-"* 


AGENTS  WANTED 

in  every  town  to  push 

HARRISON'S 

'RELIABLE'  NURSERY  POMADE 

on  Co-operative  Advertising  basis. 
Yields  50%  P.A.T.A.  Profit  on  Outlay. 

Where  unrepresented,  we  are  open  to  give  you  twelve 
months'  advertisement  in  your  best  local  weekly  with  opening 
order.  New  Showcards  now  ready  supplied  on  application. 
Full  particulars  from 

HARRISON,  Chemist,  Reading:. 


FOR  TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS, 


FLETCHERS' 
CONCENTRATED 

LIQUORS 


Sole  Proprietors: 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO..  Ltd 
London  ana  Sydney. 
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Editorial  Articles. 


A  New  Epoch  in  Pharmacy. 

I  .  Obligation. 

The  comprehensive  character  of  the  provisions  and  width 
of  the  incidence  of  the  National  Insurance  Act  make  it 
a  social  revolution.  For  chemists  and  druggists  it  looks 
at  present  like  a  pharmaceutical  equivalent  of  the  French 
Eevolution,  whose  ultimate  effects  have  been  markedly  dif- 
ferent from  those  that  were  intended  by  the  revolutionists 
and  predicted  by  men  of  the  time.  Consequently,  the 
forebodings  of  calamity  and  predictions  of  unheard-of 
advantages  to  chemists  must  be  received  with  a  kilogram 
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of  salt.  We  know  for  a  certainty  that  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  chemists  in  Great  Britain  agreed,  when  they 
knew  they  had  a  definite  place  in  the  Act,  to  appoint 
representatives  to  negotiate  in  regard  to  the  details  upon 
which  drugs  and  medical  and  surgical  appliances,  includ- 
ing their  services,  would  be  supplied  and  given  to  insured 
persons.  The  agreements  finally  come  to  are  embodied  in 
(1)  the  tariff  framed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee, (2)  the  Regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioners, 
and  (3)  the  form  of  acceptance  by  persons  undertaking 
to  supply  drugs  and  appliances.  The  signing  of  the  form 
has  been  general  throughout  the  country.  There  are 
exceptions,  as  was  expected,  because  it  cannot  possibly 
suit  some  chemists  who  have  high-class  businesses  to  go 
out  of  their  way  in  order  to  attract  to  their  shops  a  class 
of  customers  who  do  not  usually  go  to  them  for  their 
physic.  In  some  instances  such  chemists  have  gone  on 
the  panel  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  dispense  for 
the  servants  of  their  customers ;  but  that  is  a  matter  of 
personal  predilection  rather  than  legal  obligation. 

The  pharmaceutical  attitude  towards  the  working  of  the 
Act  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  medical  attitude.  This  is 
not  better  illustrated  than  in  the  fact  that  going  on  the 
dispensing  panel  carries  with  it  no  reproach,  while  those 
who  have  stayed  off  are  regarded  with  some  envy  as  being 
in  most  instances  in  an  exceptional  position  of  inde- 
pendence. Undoubtedly  a  considerable  number  of  those 
who  have  goner  on  the  -dispensing  panels  have  done  so 
in  order  to  give  the  chemists'  share  of  Medical  Benefit 
a  trial,  as  they  strongly  maintain  that  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act  is  a  statute  of  the  realm,  which  it  is  the  duty  of 
lawful  citizens  to  conform  to  as  in  the  case  of  other  statutes. 
Chemists  on  the  panel  have,  however,  gone  further  than 
this.  By  their  contracts  with  the  local  Insurance  Com- 
mittees they  have  undertaken  certain  obligations  which 
amount  to  active  assistance  in  making  Insurance  Medical 
Benefit  a  success.  In  the  first  place,  the  prices  at  which 
drugs  and  appliances  are  to  be  supplied  are  those  fixed 
in  the  tariff,  and  these  prices  provide  little  more,  and  in 
cases  less,  than  the  gross  profit  common  to  most  shop- 
keepers supplying  the  working  classes  with  everyday 
necessities.  Experience  shows  that  chemists  need  more 
profit  than  grocers,  because  the  quantities  and  values  of 
the  goods  handled  are  less,  while  the  value  of  the  service 
is  very  much  higher.  A  sporting  element  occurs  in  the 
tariff  admittedly.  It  is  only  provisional;  and  even  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  were  unable  to  say 
how  it  will  work  out,  but  they  have  assured  chemists  that 
it  will  be  reconsidered  at  the  end  of  three  months,  when 
the  Insurance  Commissioners  and  pharmaceutical  authori- 
ties will  have  been  able  to  judge  in  which  directions  the 
tariff  may  be  modified; 

Perhaps  the  most  important  of  the  obligations  which 
chemists  on  the  panel  have  undertaken  is  to  supply  drugs 
and  appliances  of  "good  quality."  This  has  not  been 
defined,  but  there  is  ample  provision  in  statute  law  to 
ensure  that  the  drugs  supplied  shall  not  be  of  low  quality — 
i.e.,  below  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  or  accepted  standards. 
The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  will  apply  to  drugs  and 
medicines  dispensed.  Already  one  Insurance  Committee 
at  least  has  taken  the  first  steps  to  put  a  check  upon 
what  shall  be  supplied  to  insured  persons,  and  the  pro- 
jected corps  of  pharmacy  inspectors  may  have  some  control 
over  quality.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  great  argument 
in  favour  of  securing  the  dispensing  for  the  chemist  and 
not  for  the  medical  man  has  been  "  safeguarding  the 
interests  of  the  insured  person,"  it  must  be  clear  that  any 
indicat  ion  that  the  chemist  intends  to  use  a  lower  grade 


of  medicines  for  the  Insurance  Act  dispensing  than  for  his 
private  trade  would  be  calculated  to  have  far-reaching  and 
disastrous  results.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  some 
chemists  are  making  a  public  parade  of  their  opinion  that 
they  will  only  be  able  to  give  the  poorest  quality  of  drugs 
and  appliances  at  the  tariff  prices,  thereby  endeavouring 
to  create  at  the  outset  a  feeling  of  distrust  as  to  the  efficacy 
of  the  remedies  supplied.  Apart  from  the  legal  obligation 
to  give  "  good  quality"  drugs  and  appliances,  we  consider 
that  it  is  bad  business  for  chemists  to  do  otherwise. 

Another  obligation  is  that  the  chemist  shall,  "so  far  as 
is  practicable,  keep  in  stock  the  drugs  and  medical  and 
surgical  appliances  mentioned  in  the  list."  This  does  not 
mean  that  everything  has  to  be  kept  in  stock.  For 
example,  there  must  be  districts  where  such  drugs  as 
proteinate  of  silver,  digitalin,  extract  of  cannabis,  potas- 
sium iodide  and  soap  liniment,  and  compound  tincture  of 
cinchona  are  never  ordered.  There  ought  not  to  be  much 
difficulty  for  the  chemists  to  ask  the  medical  men  (for 
friendly  relations  with  them  must  begin  next  Wednesday) 
which  of  the  articles  not  stocked  by  the  chemists  at  present 
the  doctors  order  regularly  or  desire  to  have  on  hand. 
The  object  of  the  provision  is  that  the  chemists  may  be 
able,  with,  reasonable  promptness,  to  supply  any  insured 
person  with  the  articles  ordered  by  the  doctors;  but  this 
is  simply  putting  in  black  and  white  what  is  the  common 
practice  of  all  dispensing  chemists.  There  appears  to  be 
some  misunderstanding  in  regard  to  the  chemist's  obliga- 
tion respecting  containers ;  for  example,  it  is  quite  com-) 
monly  assumed  that  the  chemist  has  to  provide  poison- 
bottles  at  his  own  expense,  whereas  the  clause  in  the 
agreement  is  intended  to  ensure  that  poison-bottles  are 
used  where  required  by  statute,  and  the  clause  does 
not  prevent  the  Committee  paying  chemists  for  such 
bottles  at  the  tariff  rates,  since  the  clause  reads  "free  of 
charge  to  a  person  presenting  such  order,"  thus  distinguish- 
ing poison-bottles  from  other  bottles  upon  which  the  insured 
persons  make  a  deposit.  Mr.  Eowsell,  Chairman  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee,  has  publicly  stated 
that  the  Insurance  Committees  will  pay  for  poison-bottles. 
The  misunderstanding  arises  from  a  footnote  in  the  tariff. 
Another  obligation  binding  upon  chemists  through  their 
contract  is  that  the  dispensing  of  medicines  shall  be  per- 
formed either  by  or  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a 
registered  pharmacist,  or  by  a  person  who  for  three,  years 
immediately  prior  to  December  16,  1911,  acted  as  a  dis- 
penser to  a  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner  or  a  public 
institution.  It  is  important  to  observe  that  this  obliga- 
tion does  not  interfere  with  the  ordinary  provisions  of 
shop  practice,  whereby  apprentices  and  assistants,  still  un- 
qualified in  the  legal  sense,  are  enabled  to  perfect  them- 
selves in  compounding  and  dispensing  by  practising  these 
under  the  supervision  of  their  employer  or  another  quali- 
fied person.  As  to  the  provision  regarding  doctors'  dis- 
pensers, it  is  to  be  noticed  that  service  of  this  nature  before 
December  16,  1908,  does  not  count.  There  are  no  means  of 
checking  this  except  what  is  provided  in  the  Pharmacy 
Acts,  and  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  employ  these  for  the 
purpose  of  stopping  any  abuse  of  the  Insurance  Act  regula- 
tions. We  notice  that  the  registration  of  such  dispensers 
is  the  subject  of  a  question  in  Parliament,  and  in  this  con- 
nection we  recall  the  fact  that  an  effort  to  associate  these 
persons  has  been  tried  and  failed.  The  names  of  these 
persons  cannot  be  put  on  dispensing  panels. 

It  is  important  to  observe  that  the  obligations  now  entered 
into  expire  on  April  14,  1913,  but  they  may  be  extended 
by  agreement ;  and  in  respect  to  subsequent  agreements  it 
should  be  noted  that  a  method  of  withdrawing  is  pro- 
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vided  in  the  regulations.  Some  time  about  two  months 
before  the  contracts  expire  the  prices  may  be  revised,  and 
the  alterations  are  to  be  submitted  to  chemists  on  the  panel. 
If  any  chemist  then  desires  to  have  his  name  removed 
from  the  panel  he  has  to  give  notice  in  writing  not  later 
than  a  month  after  he  has  received  intimation  of  the  altera- 
tions. Another  obligation  proposed  by  the  regulations 
is  that  accounts  are  to  be  rendered  quarterly,  the  form 
being  provided  by  the  Committee,  and  the  chemist  is 
obliged  to  accept  a  sum  in  part  payment  of  this  account, 
the  proportion  being  fixed  by  the  Insurance  Committee 
and  Pharmaceutical  Committee.  The  squaring-up  takes 
place  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  when  it  is  ascer- 
tained how  much  all  the  drug-bills  of  the  district  have 
come  to  per  head.  If  not  more  than  2.s.,  the  chemist  will 
be  paid  in  full ;  otherwise  he  will  be  obliged  to  accept  a 
pro  rata  payment.  This,  we  may  add,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  believe  to  be  a  remote  contingency. 
The  last  obligation  which  we  mention  is  moral  rather  than 
legal — viz.,  that  for  the  honour  of  the  craft  and  its  future 
welfare  under  the  Act,  every  chemist  on  the  panel  should 
do  his  utmost  to  make  the  dispensing  arrangements  work 
smoothly,  so  far  as  they  are  entrusted  to  him.  The  transfer 
from  prescriber  to  dispenser  of  a  part  ofr  medical 
treatment  which  has  hitherto  been  done  by  the  majority  of 
prescribers  in  England  and  Wales  is  a  critical  matter. 
Doctors  are  reluctant  to  give  up  this  part ;  the  circum- 
stances favour  a  critical,  if  not  hostile,  attitude  towards 
the  chemists  who  are  taking  it  over,  and  any  remissness 
on  the  part  of  chemists  in  the  matter  of  accuracy,  quality, 
and  despatch  is  not  at  all  likely  to  be  condoned.  For  these 
reasons  dispensing  chemists  should  use  every  possible 
endeavour  to  do  the  work  expeditiously  and  well.  They 
cannot  be  wrong  in  making  some  sacrifice  in  the  first  in- 
stance, so  that  the  new  arrangements  may  work  smoothly, 
for  upon  the  initial  effort  much  of  the  future  depends. 


A  Prosperous  Year. 

A  Year  Ago,  in  reviewing  the  foreign  trade  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  during  1911,  we  said,  "  it  is  felt  that 
the  high- water  mark  of  trade  has  now  been  reached,  and 
that  the  boom  cannot  last  much  longer."  We  are  in  a 
position  to-day  of  repeating  the  statement  as  regards  the 
trade  of  1912,  but  further  prophesying  is  not  attempted. 
The  Board  of  Trade  Returns  for  December  contain  the 
figures  for  the  year,  establishing  fresh  records.  Taking 


1912 

Imports 

Exports 
(British  Goods) 

£ 

£ 

January  

+ 

4,309,000 

+ 

2,686,000 

February   

+ 

3,648,500 

+ 

1,837,000 

March  

+ 

2,649,000 

150,000 

April   

+ 

8,564,000 

2,805,300 

May   

+ 

1,198,000 

+ 

1,217,600 

June   

434,500 

1,140,800 

July   

+ 

7,266,200 

+ 

7,378,700 

August  

+ 

9,138,000 

+ 

7,698.000 

September   

+ 

3,505,200 

+ 

6,385,200 

October ...   

+  10,321,800 

+ 

4,787,700 

November   

+ 

5,601,100 

+ 

2,372,000 

December  ...   

+ 

9,130,800 

+ 

2,887,000 

The  year  1912  as  compared 
with  1911   

+64,739,000 

+33,315,000 

the  importe,  exports,  and  re-exports  in  the  aggregate, 
their  values  amount  to  the  colossal  figure  1,344,168,421?., 
or  106,605,987?.  more  than  in  1911.  Undoubtedly  values 
have  again  advanced  as  in  1911,  but  the  quantities  are 


also  greater  than  in  any  previous  year.  Last  year,  it 
will  be  remembered,  was  marked  by  the  biggest  strike- 
in  our  industrial  history,  and  abroad  the  nations  of 
Europe  have  been  agitated  and  alarmed  by  the  outbreak 
of  war  in  the  Balkans ;  yet,  in  spite  of  these  adverse- 
circumstances,  the  year's  trading  was  the  most  prosperous 
on  record.  If  further  evidence  were  needed,  it  will  be 
found  in  the  returns  of  the  London  clearing  bankers, 
which  show  an  increase  of  over  10  per  cent,  on  1911.  The 
fluctuations  of  the  increases  and  decreases  of  imports  and 
exports  during  the  year  have  been  remarkable,  although 
irregular,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  month-by-month  record 
in  the  preceding  column.  It  will  be  seen  that  for  the 
complete  year,  imports  rose  by  64,739,000?. .  the  total  being. 
744,896,604?.,  and  the  exports  of  British  goods  advanced 
by  33,315,000?.  to  487,434,002?.,  while  the  exports  of 
imported  goods  rose  by  9,078,771?.  to  111.837.905?.  Taking, 
the  great  groups  as  scheduled,  we  have  the  following 
figures  : 


1912 

Imports 

Exports 

Re-exports 

Food,  drink  and  tobacco 

Raw  materials  

Manufactured  goods  ... 
Miscellaneous   

£ 

280,764,216 
275,713,533 
185,500,821 
2,918,034 

£ 

32,689,983 
'59,427,553 
385,218,995 

10,097,471 

£ 

15,093,976 
67,388,345 
29,186,953 
168,631 

744,E96,604 

487,434,002 

111,837,905 

The  feature  of  trading  in  December  was  an  increase 
of  9,130,811?.  in  imports,  which  were  valued  at  74,068.698?.  ; 
the  exports  totalled  41,459,038?.,  or  an  increase  of 
2,887,159?.  over  December  1911.  Imports  of  chemicals- 
were  up  by  119,460?.  and  exports  by  99,562?.  The  princi- 
pal features  of  the  year's  trading  in  1912  include 
16,805,989?.  more  for  food,  drink,  and  tobacco.  Grain  and 
flour  cost  12.7  millions  more,  the  increase  in  quantity  being 
4,000,000  cwt.,  due  to  bad  harvests  at  home :  we  also 
spent  a  million  more  on  tobacco,  and  on  sugar  we  spent 
758,000?.  less  but  received  321,000?.  cwt,  more.  Raw- 
material  imports  were  27.554,672?.  more,  the  biggest  item; 
being  9,000,000?.  more  for  raw  cotton,  the  increase  in 
weight  being  1,130,000  centals.  Of  rubber  we  imported 
55,000  tons,  valued  at  21-^-  millions  sterling  ;  and  of  oil- 
seeds, nuts,  oils,  fats,  and  gums  the  imports  were 
2.397,031?.  more,  the  quantities,  with  very  few  exceptions 
(like  soya  and  rape-seed),  showing  an  increase  also.  In 
imports  of  manufactured  articles  the  increase  was 
19,943,710?.,  the  largest  increases  being  in  the  metal  and 
steel  industries.  Chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and  colours  in- 
creased by  1,150,501?.,  the  figures  for  the  past  three  years 
being  as  follows  : 

1910  1911  1912 

£11,259,685  £11,411,060  £12,561,561 

The  features  were  larger  imports  of  bleaching-materials, 
boron-compounds,  brimstone,  glycerin,  tartaric  acid,  and 
unenumerated  chemicals  ;  calcium  carbide,  saltpetre,  soda- 
compounds,  and  quinine  exhibited  a  decline,  the  imports 
of  the  latter  amounting  to  3,063,894  oz.,  valued  at  95,366?., 
as  compared  with  3,291,960  oz.,  valued  at  98,056?.  As 
in  1911,  the  outstanding  feature  of  exports  during  1912 
was  the  huge  increase  in  manufactured  goods,  amounting 
to  22,996.368?.  Compared  with  1910  the  increase  in  this 
section  alone  was  42.349,798?.  Raw  materials  were 
5,702,023?.    more,    as  also  was   food   and  the  like  by 
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3,652,4052.  Last  year  chemicals  and  allied  products  in. 
creased  by  1,019,6212.  as  compared  with  1911,  the  follow- 
ing being  the  figures  for  the  past  three  years  : 

1910  1911  1912 

£18,568,136  £20,053,129  £21,072,750 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  21  millions  sterling  mark  has  now 
been  reached,  and  of  this  weToughly  apportion  the  amounts 
as  follows  :  Bleaching-powder,  180,0002.  ;  coal-products, 
not  dyes,  2,252,3052.  ;  copper  sulphate,  1,720,0432. ; 
glycerin,  653,5772.  ;  chemical  manures,  5,320,8382.  ;  soda- 
compounds,  1,796,8812.  ;  potash-compounds,  238,1912.  ; 
painters'  colours  and  materials,  3,266,0002.  ■  and  drugs 
and  medicines,  2,233,9142.,  the  latter  comparing 
-with  2,011,8692.  ire  1911  and  1,875,3332.  in  1910.  The 
British  quinine  exports  were  1,438,891  oz.,  as  against 
1,839,852  oz.,  and  were  valued  at  67,5122.  (say  ll^c7.  per 
•oz.).  In  addition  there  were  exported  730,409  oz.  of 
tforeign-made  quinine,  valued  at  25,5712.  (8.4c2.  per  oz.), 
compared  with  210,605  oz.  in  1911.  The  chemical  figures, 
•as  a  -whole,  fully  confirm  the  exceptional  activity  which 
prevailed  last  year,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  practic- 
ally all  manufactured  goods,  as  the  advances  are  spread 
over  all  the  scheduled  items  with  the  exception  of  silk. 


Metric  System  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  "  Bedford  Record  and  Times  "  is  publishing  the 
following  statement  : 

"We  learn  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Decimal  Association 
(Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Johnson)  that  the  next  edition  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  will  show  all  measures  in  the  metric 
system,  but  in  order  to  facilitate  the  use  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia by  medical  men,  dosage  will  be  given  alternately 
in  the  Imperial  weights  and  measures ;  the  latter  is  the 
•only  use  which  will  be  made  of  the  Imperial  system  through- 
out the  work.  This  is  an  important  advance,  and  one  for 
which  the  Association  has  been  working  for  some  years." 
At  present  Imperial  weights  and  measures  are  given  in 
the  B.P.  formulas  with  metric  equivalents  alongside.  If 
the  above  statement  is  true,  the  Imperial  terms  will  be 
removed.  We  cannot  credit  this ;  the  Imperial  system 
of  weights  and  measures  is  the  only  one  commonly  em- 
ployed in  the  British  drUg-trade,  manufacturing  and 
retail.  It  will  be  a  serious  interference  with  the  trade  to 
restrict  manufacturing  to  metric  terms,  while  the  demand 
in  trading  is  all  for  Imperial  terms.  We  say  this  with- 
out reference  to  the  merits  of  the  systems ;  undoubtedly 
the  metric  is  better  adapted  for  scientific  purposes,  but 
so  long  as  the  Imperial  has  legal  and  national  priority, 
we  consider  that  it  should  not  be  expunged  from  our 
Pharmacopoeia  formulas. 

The  Chemists'  Ball. 

We  learn  from  Mr.  Alan  Francis,  Hon.  Secretary,  that 
the  Chemists'  Ball  to  be  held  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms, 
Hotel  Metropole,  London,  ore  Wednesday  evening  next, 
January  15,  is  likely  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  of 
the  forty-seven  which  have  been  held,  and  it  is  desirable 
that  those  who  want  to  go  and  have  not  yet  obtained 
tickets  should  write  to  Mr.  Francis  at  20/30  Graham 
Street,  City  Road,  London,  N.,  at  once,  as  he  has  only  a 
few  tickets  left.  The  tickets  cost  30s.  a  pair — i.e.,  lady's 
12.?.  6d.,  gentleman's  17s.  6c2.  Mr.  Pritchard's  band  will 
play,  and  the  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  will  at  midnight  take  the  chair  for  supper  in  the 
Grand  Salon,  after  which  the  "Twilight  Dance,"  which 
Mr.  Francis  introduced  at  the  ball  two  years  ago,  will  be 
played  as-  an  "extra." 

Production  of  Acetanilide. 

We  have  instituted  some  inquiries  recently  in  regard  to 
the  production  of  acetanilide  in  Germany,  and  have  ascer- 


tained that  there  are  no  official  figures,  but  from  informa- 
tion that  has  been  supplied  by  several  gentlemen  specially 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  this  product,  it  appears 
that  the  amount  annually  manufactured  is  approximately 
200,000  kilos.,  and  of  this  probably  about  a  third  is  ex- 
ported. The  amount  represents,  in  doses  of  6  grains,  over 
520,000,000  headache-powders  consumed  annually.  These 
figures  are  extremely  interesting  in  view  of  the  alleged 
fatalities  from  acetanilide.  The  returns  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  years  1908,  1909, 
and  1910  did  not  record  a  single  death  from  acetanilide, 
and  one  only  was  attributed  to  headache-powders  in  1908. 
Considering  the  millions  of  powders  that  were,  and  are 
still,  consumed  in  this  country,  the  medical  averments 
respecting  the  toxicity  ared  danger  of  acetanilide  seem  to 
be  almost  groundless,  and  are  certainly  intemperate  and 
misleading. 

Palm-oil  Concessions. 

In  view  of  the  interest  aroused  in  commercial  and  politi- 
cal circles  regarding  the  trading  concessions  in  West  Africa  - 
granted  to  Messrs.  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd.,  the  Colonial  Office 
has  issued  a  Blue-book  [Cd.  6561]  dealing  with  the 
correspondence  which  passed  between  the  Department  and 
the  company.  The  correspondence  began  in  July  1908, 
when  Messrs.  Lever  Bros,  submitted  proposals  for  the.' 
introduction  of  modern  scientific  methods  for  the  local, 
treatment  of  the  fresh  fruit  of  the  oil  palm  and  for  the. 
acquirement  of  a  large  area  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
oil  palm.  The  company  also  asked  that  they  should  have! 
the  sole  right  of  erecting  power-mills  and  laying  down 
mono-rails  from  the  mills  over  a  radius  of,  say,  twenty 
miles,  for  ninety-nine  years.  In  February  1909  the- 
Colonial  Office  was  unable  to  agree,  and  submitted  counter- 
proposals limiting  the  proposals  to  twenty-one  years,  with 
the  right  of  "first  refusal  at  the  end  of  that  period." 
These  proposals  were  promptly  rejected,  but  in  October 
1911  the  company  agreed  to  accept  the  area  offered  on 
the  conditions  laid  down.  Later  on  applications  were 
made  for  like  facilities  in  Southern  Nigeria  and  the 
Gold  Coast,  the  proposals  excluding  other  firms  from 
erecting  mills  and  constructing  tramways  in  the  same  area. 
The  Governor  of  the  Gold  Coast,  however,  intimated  that 
he  and  his  Executive  Council  "  viewed  with  apprehension 
any  legislation  practically  granting  a  monopoly."  To  this 
the  Coloriial  Office  replied  that  similar  facilities  might  be 
granted  to  any  person  affording  satisfactory  evidence  of 
ability  to  establish  similar  works.  Before  the  concessions 
were  ratified  protests  came  from  the  African  Trade  Section 
of  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other  com- 
mercial bodies,  to  which  Mr.  Harcourt,  Colonial  Secretary, 
replied  that  proposals  for  similar  concessions  by  other 
firms  would  be  considered,  and  that  natives  would  be 
under  no  compulsion  to  trade  with  Messrs.  Lever  only ; 
thereby  guaranteeing  freedom  of  trade  and  competition. 
Under  the  nom  de  plume  of  "Africanus"  a  "Times" 
correspondent,  who  possesses  inside  knowledge  of  the. 
negotiations,  gives  further  details,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  dwells  on  the  importance  of  the  oil-palm  industry 
to  soapmakers,  and  the  recent  developments  whereby  edible 
palm-kernel  oil  enters  into  the  composition  of  margarine, 
nut-butters,  etc.  We  may  add  that  there  is  now  a  con- 
siderable business  in  these  substances  in  the  confectioners' 
and  bakers'  trades,  and  that  it  is  capable  of,  and  will 
show,  great  expansion '  in  the  future. 

Russian  Anise. — The  exports  from  Riga  during  1911 
amounted  to  391  tons,  or  275  tons  less  than  in  1910  and  75  tons 
less  than  in  1909. 
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MEDICAL  GLEANINGS. 

Remineralising  Agents. 

Professor  Robin  ("  Jo-urn.  de  Med.  et  de  Chir.  prat.") 
points  out  that  powdered  bones  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant agents  for  the  remineralisation  of  the  body  in 
tuberculosis.    He  has  devised  the  following  powder  as  the 


best  form  to  employ  : 

Powdered  fresh  bones  ...  gr.  xv. 

Precipitated  calcium  carbonate...  gr.  yj. 

Magnesium  carbonate    gr.  iss. 

White  sugar   gr.  xv. 

Calcium  fluoride    gr.  5 

Calcium  silicate    gr.  ss. 


To  be  mixed  very  exactly.  This  quantity  to  be  taken  at 
the  end  of  each  of  the  two  principal  meals  of  the  day, 
mixed  with  a  little  Vichy  water. 

Trypsin  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

In  the  "Tuberculosis  number"  of  "The  Practitioner" 
there  is  an  article  by  Dr.  Wilhelm  Baetzner,  Berlin,  on 
the  trypsin  treatment  of  surgical  tuberculosis.  He  states 
that  the  conservative  treatment  of  surgical  tuberculosis  is 
gaining  ground  fast,  and  that  of  the  many  substances 
used  for  alterative  injections  the  best  results  have 
been  obtained  comparatively  with  trypsin.  In  the  course 
of  some  interesting  pharmacognostic  notes  on  trypsin  he 
refers  to  the  great  difficulty  of  obtaining  from  the  fresh 
gland  or  dry  commercial  preparations  solutions  that  are 
sterile,  active,  and  sufficiently  stable.  This  difficulty  the 
author  overcame  by  using  the  trypsin  prepared  by  Messrs. 
Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster,  the  ampoules  of  which  he  has 
found  to  be  unimpaired  even  after  two  years.  This 
preparation  is  also  easily  the  first,  he  adds,  for  the  strength 
of  its  ferment  action.  Particulars  are  then  given  of  cases 
in  which  trypsin  injections  were  employed,  and  Dr. 
Baetzner  concludes  that  trypsin  has  a  definite  curative 
action  upon  localised  tuberculosis.  The  action,  he  finds,  is 
directed  selectively  against  the  fungoid  purulent  masses, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  is  instrumental  in  producing 
healthy  granulations.  He  finds  that,  although  with  the 
material  used  the  growth  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  remained 
unimpaired,  it  is  an  indubitable  fact  that  in  the  course 
of  the  trypsin  treatment  the  tubercle  bacilli  disappeared 
entirely  from  local  affections.  The  treatment  is  simple 
and  devoid  of  danger ;  even  out-patient  treatment  has 
given  full  satisfaction.  Since  injectio  trypsini  (Fairchild) 
contains  60  per  cent,  of  glycerin,  it  has  to  be  diluted  with 
sterile  saline  solution,  2  to  10  parts.  The  dose  is  one 
ampoule  of  1  c.c.  one  to  three  times  a  week.  Even  previous 
to  the  local  changes  a  general  improvement  is  observed  to 
follow  trypsin  injections,  lessening  and  even  completely 
stopping  pain,  discharge,  and  night-sweats,  while  a  very 
marked  improvement  of  appetite  is  observed. 

Iodine  in  First=aid. 

The  use  of  an  alcoholic  solution  of  iodirre  for 
sterilising  the  skin  both  before  and  after  surgical  opera- 
tions is  a  method  very  widely  adopted,  and  as  a  routine 
practice  is  thoroughly  satisfactory.  Mr.  A.  G.  Wildey 
("British  Medical  Journal")  advocates  its  more  general 
use  in  first-aid  treatment  of  accidental  wounds.  For  some 
time  at  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Chatham,  all  compound 
fractures  have  been  flushed  out  with  the  tincture  or  with 
a  2-per-cent.  solution  of  iodine  in  rectified  spirit  as  soon 
as  possible  after  admission.  For  first-aid  work — military, 
naval,  or  ambulance — iodine  is  the  ideal  antiseptic.  To 
get  the  best  results,  it  has  often  been  pointed  out,  the 
solution  should  be  freshy  made,  and  this  is  the  chief 
difficulty  connected  with  its  more  general  use,  and  par- 
ticularly with  its  use  in  the  field.  In  the  Royal  Navy 
iodine  is  being  supplied  dry,  in  tubes,  to  be  dissolved  in 
alcohol  as  required.  This,  while  suitable  to  the  service 
afloat,  is  not  thoroughly  practicable  for  field  or  ambulance 
work,  nor  is  it  handy  enough  for  popular  use.  Some 
method  by  which  a  glass  capsule  or  a  glass  tube  containing 
a  strong  solution  of  iodine  can  be  quickly  crushed  within 
a  vessel  containing  a  sufficiency  of  alcohol,  thus  forming 
immediately    the    required    2-per-cent.    solution,  would 


satisfy  most  requirements ;  and  if  this  vessel  be  a  col- 
lapsible tube  holding  a  quantity  sufficient  for  one  applica- 
tion, the  fact  that  a  collapsible  tube  permits  the  contents 
to  be  forcibly  expelled  is  an  additional  advantage.  These 
tubes  can  be  carried  like  cartridges  in  a  bandolier.  When 
the  2-per-cent.  solution  is  required  the  glass  capsule  con- 
tained within  the  collapsible  tube  is  broken  by  moderate 
pressure  of  the  finger  and  thumb,  the  strong  solution  is 
released  to  mix  with  the  alcohol  which  is  free  in  the 
tube.  The  capsule  should  have  a  thin  gauze  wrap  to 
retain  fragments  of  broken  glass,  and  so  to  prevent  them 
from  blocking  up  the  nozzle  of  the  tube.  The  iodine  being 
freed  only  when  it  is  required  for  use,  the  corrosive  action 
of  iodine  on  the  metal  does  not  occur.  It  is  further 
pointed  out  that  an  efficient  and  very  economical  method 
of  applying  iodine  solution  is  by  means  of  a  spray  pro- 
ducer. For  hospital  work  an  ordinary  throat-spray 
apparatus  will  be  found  to  effect  a  surprising  economy  of 
solution,  since  there  is  no  wastage  in  swabs,  etc. 

Drugs  in  Tuberculosis. 

Professor  W.  E.  Dixon  writes  regarding  the  use  and 
abuse  of  drugs  in  tuberculosis  in  ' '  The  Practitioner  ' ' 
(XC.,  1).  Drugs  are  employed  in  phthisis  either  with  the 
object  of  attacking  the  growth  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  or 
other  organisms  with  which  the  disease  may  be  associated, 
or  of  neutralising  poisonous  toxins,  or  of  removing  or 
relieving  symptoms.  It  is  not  possible  by  the  oral 
administration  of  drugs  to  obtain  a  sufficient  concentration 
in  the  tissue  to  destroy  living  bacteria,  because  the  tissue- 
cells  succumb  to  most  antiseptic  drugs  a  little  before  the 
bacteria;  but  it  may  be  possible  to  increase  the  activity 
of  the  tissues  and  thus  help  to  destroy  the  bacteria  or  to 
weaken  the  resistance  of  the  bacteria  and  so  render  easier 
their  destruction  by  the  tissue-cells.  Dr.  Dixon  reminds 
therapists  of  the  golden  rule  of  treatment — rest  for  the 
diseased  organ — and  points  out  that  some  conditions  in 
disease,  such  as  the  febrile  state  and  coughing,  may  be 
best  for  the  patient  under  the  circumstances  and  may 
represent  the  natural  reaction  of  the  body  to  facilitate  the 
destruction  of  the  micro-organisms  or  to  clear  the  chest  of 
putrid  matter  respectively.  He  then  reviews  the  various 
drugs  used  in  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  such  as  cinna- 
mic  acid  and  its  salts  and  derivatives,  creosote,  guaiacol 
and  cresol,  formic  aldehyde,  vanadic  salts,  thorium  nitrate 
emanations,  essential  oils,  and  nucleins.  Some  of  these, 
such  as  the  essential  oils,  are  described  as  "useful,"  and 
others  are  either  without  influence  or  it  is  impossible  to 
decide  what  benefit  can  be  ' ascribed  to  the  treatment. 
Antipyretic  drugs  are  now  employed  only  as  palliatives. 
In  regard  to  drugs  used  for  general  or  tonic  purposes, 
cod-liver  oil  is  undoubtedly  useful  in  the  treatment  of  all 
wasting  diseases,  but  no  evidence  exists  that  it  exerts  any 
specific  action  on  the  tubei'cle  bacillus  in  cases  of  well- 
developed  and  rapid  tuberculosis.  Malt-extract  depends 
upon  its  carbohydrates  and  its  diastatic  action,  but  cannot 
be  regarded  as  a  true  substitute  for  cod-liver  oil.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  deficiency  of  phosphorus  compounds  is 
present  in  tuberculosis,  hence  phosphorus  compounds, 
either  organic  or  inorganic,  are  not  especially  indicated. 
Dr.  Dixon  has  no  good  word  for  hypophosphites  :  they 
are  excreted  by  the  kidneys  unchanged  and  are  in  no 
sense  a  substitute  for  phosphorus.  Quinine  retards  protein 
breakdown  and  may  be  prescribed  with  advantage  in  many 
wasting  diseases.  Arsenic  interferes  with  carbohydrate 
metabolism,  so  that  after  the  exhibition  of  small  medicinal 
doses  fat  is  laid  on,  especially  in  the  subcutaneous  regions. 
Arsenic  also  has  a  favourable  influence  on  growth.  The 
important  drug  in  relieving  the  disturbing  night-cough 
is  one  of  the  morphine  derivatives,  codeine  being  prefer- 
able. Atropine  in  doses  of  to  gr.  at  bedtime  makes 
sweating  impossible.  Calcium  salts  subcutaneously  are 
best  for  treating  haemoptysis,  while  in  the  diarrhoea  of 
phthisis  reliance  should  be  placed  on  bismuth,  a  tannic- 
acid-containing  preparation,  and,  if  necessary,  opium. 

The  U.S.  Tariff. — Pouter's  correspondent  at  Washington 
telegraphs  that  the  Ways  pnd  Means  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  began  to  take  evidence  on 
Januarv  6.  witnesses  connectpd  with  the  chemical  industry, 
being  the  first  to  be  examined. 
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Ideas  on  Insurance  Dispensing. 


Poster  Parade  on  the  Fifteenth. 

Prepare  a  pithy  poster  on  Insurance  dispensing,  with 
firm-name  very  prominent ;  then  contract  for  a  number  of 
sandwichmen  to  parade  in  front  of  the  gates  of  the  prin- 
cipal works  (during  breakfast  and  dinner  hour  only)  on 
January  15.  If  permission  could  be  obtained  to  post  on 
the  walls  adjacent  to  the  gates,  so  much  the  better.  By 
this  means  you  will  reach  the  mass  of  insured  persons  just 
at  a  time  when  they  are  on  the  qui  vive  and  able  to  talk 
to  each  other. — A.  Smith  (c/o  Mr.  J.  Barker,  136  Evington 
Road,  Leicester). 

The  Window  on  tbe  Fifteenth. 

Discussing  the  ways  and  means  of  encouraging  insured 
persons  to  have  their  prescriptions  dispensed  or  surgical 
appliances  supplied  by  a  particular  chemist,  granted  the  said 
chemist  is  already  on  the  panel,  I  should  suggest  his  having 
typewritten  about  one  or  two  thousand  neat  circulars.  These 
I  would  have  carefully  distributed  among  the  most  likely 
houses  in  close  proximity  to  his  business  premises.  If  any 
remain,  hand  them  to  likely  customers  over  the  counter. 
On  the  day  commencing  the  working  of  the  Act  I  should 
have  show  placards  placed  on  the  windows  bearing  the 
words  "  To  All  Whom  It  May  Concern.  National  Health 
Insurance.  Your  Prescription  Carefully  Dispensed  Here." — 
/.  C.  Thackray  (c/o  Vincent  Strawson,  23  Moss  Street, 
Liverpool). 

Getting  Ready. 

I  would  answer,  By  thoroughness,  neatness,  attention  to 
detail,  and  promptness  in  filling  prescriptions.  Powders, 
etc.,  should  be  kept  ready  packed  and  dispensing  solutions 
prepared  ready  to  measure  out.  The  chemist  who  buys 
carefully,  utilises  spare  time  in  making  his  own  galenicals, 
ointments,  and  powders,  and  is  adept  at  his  work,  can  adapt 
himself  to  the  new  conditions  and,  given  the  right  location, 
may  find  the  work  an  added  interest  to  his  daily  routine. — 
R.  J.  Middler  (252  Gorgie  Road,  Edinburgh). 

Do  It  Well. 

You  cannot  appeal  to  the  pocket  of  the  patient  in  endea- 
vouring to  attract  Insurance  dispensing  to  your  pharmacy, 
and  specious  arguments  and  exaggerated  claims  will  very 
quickly  be  assessed  at  their  true  worth  by  a  discerning 
public  bent  on  having  full  value  for  its  money.  The  only 
way,  therefore,  to  attract  and  retain  the  new  business 
created  by  the  Insurance  Act  is  faithfully  and  honourably 
to  fulfil  the  terms  of  the  agreement  voluntarily  entered 
into  with  the  Insurance  Committee,  and  to  supply  with 
reasonable  promptness  drugs  and  appliances  of  good  quality 
in  return  for  the  prices  agreed  upon,  treating  each  person 
with  that  courtesy  and  consideration  to  which  he  or  she  is 
by  every  right  entitled,  and  rendering  diligent  and  efficient 
service  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  community. — Arthur  E. 
Bailey  (Highgate,  N.). 

A  Poster. 

National  Insurance  Act. 

Insured  persons  are  advised  to  bring  their 
PRESCRIPTIONS 
to  be 

ACCURATELY  DISPENSED 
with  pure  and  fresh  drugs,  to  the  up-to-date  chemist  and 
dispensing  expert, 
T.  W.  HAZELBY,  M.P.S., 
The  Modern  Pharmacy,  High  Street,  Ringwood. 
Established  1912. 
In  medicine  quality  and  freshness  of  drugs  are  of  the 
utmost  importance.    We  take  stock  annually,  and  any- 
old  or  deteriorated  drugs  are  rejected. 

The  modern  chemist  is  an  Expert  in  Drugs;  there- 
fore, as  Mr.  Lloyd  George  says,  the  doctor  is  to  pre- 
scribe, and  the  Chemist  to  Dispense. 

Double  demy  posters  all  around  the  neighbourhood  is  my 
plan  to  secure  as  much  dispensing  as  possible  under  the 
Act.— T.  W.  Hazelby. 

A  Monthly  Attack. 

I  intend  sending  out  400  to  600  letters,  as  well  as  neat 
folders,  every  month,  dealing  with  the  following  subjects  : 

1.  That  I  am  on  the  panel. 

2.  Prescriptions :  their  importance,  etc. 

3.  Drugs :  quality  and  purity. 

4.  Dressings  and  appliances:  kinds  kept  in  stock. 

5.  Emphasising  promptness  and  despatch  of  all  orders. 

6.  Full  equipment  of  our  store  for  all  Insurance  business. 
These  I  shall  send  to  medical  men  as  well.— H.  M.  Robin 
(16  Levsn  Street,  Edinburgh). 


National  Health  Insurance. 


Dispensing  and  Drug  Arrangements. 

Insurance  Committees  throughout  Great  Britain  con- 
cluded during  the  week  the  formation  of  the  first  panels 
of  doctors  and  dispensing  chemists,  as  well  as  other  sup- 
pliers of  drugs  and  appliances,  under  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act.  We  append  reports  of  matters  more  directly 
concerned  with  the  chemists'  part  of  the  business. 

An  Official  Statement.—  Of  the  138  Insurance  Com- 
mittees in  England  Wales  with  which  pharmacists  have  to 
enter  into  arrangements  for  the  dispensing  of  medicines, 
negotiations  have  been  practically  completed  with  all  except 
eight.  The  returns  received  indicate  that  rather  over  90  per 
cent,  of  the  persons,  firms,  and  bodies  corporate  entitled  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  amended  by  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  and  actually  carrying  on 
the  same,  have  gone  on  the  panel  for  the  dispensing  of 
medicines  and  the  supply  of  drugs  and  appliances.  As  far 
as  can  be  seen  at  the  moment,  there  are  not  more  than 
a  dozen  places  in  the  country  where,  although  there  is  a 
chemist  in  business,  such  has  not  gone  on  the  panel.  The 
few  places  which  do  exist  are  small  towns,  with  perhaps 
only  one  or  two  chemists  resident  there,  and  in  these  cases 
the  fixing  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners  of  the  one-mile 
limit,  instead  of  allowing  the  Insurance  Committee  to  deter- 
mine what  the  limit  should  be,  has  been  the  cause  of 
abstention  from  going  on  the  panel.  There  is  still,  of 
course,  time  to  remedy  this,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  opportunity  will  not  be  given  to  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioners to  make  other  arrangements.  The  Insurance  Com- 
mittees who  have  not  completed  their  arrangements  with 
local  associations  are  now  actively  engaged  in  doing  so, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  before  January  15 
these  arrangements  will  be  completed. 

.Accrington.— A  meeting  of  the  Accrington  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  in  the  Don   Cafe,   Accrington,  on 
January  2,  Mr.  Thornber  (President)  in  the  chair,  and  eleven 
members  being  present.    Messrs.  Mercer  and  Wilson  (Great 
Harwood),  Oilman  (Rishton),  Hodgson  (Clayton),  and  Jones 
(of  Messrs.  Sidebottoms,  Ltd.)  were  elected  members.  The 
President  explained  that  a  County  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee had  been  set  up  to  negotiate  with  the  County  Insur- 
ance Committee,  and  that  Mr.  Blayney  and  himself  had  been 
elected  to  represent  the  Association.    He  asked  that  recom- 
mendations be  put  forward  for  their  guidance  in  negotiat- 
ing.   After  much  discussion,  the  recommendations  arrived 
at  were  as  follows  : 
Daily  dispensing  hours  9  to  8 ;  on,  half-holidays  9  to  12. 
Facilities  for  Wednesdays'  and  Sundays  dispensing'  to  be  provided 
only  if  neeeisary. 
If  night  duty  arranged,  only  on  payment  of  double  fees. 
Accept  Evans'  drug-list  as  drug  basis  and  Maws'  list  plus  25  per 
cent,  for  sundries. 

The  Secretary  passed  round  a  map  showing  the  division 
of  the  county  into  local  areas,  the  Accrington  area  including 
Church,  Oswaldtwistle,  Rishton,  Great  Harwood.  Clayton- 
lc-Moors,  Altham,  and  Huncoat,  and  having  an  approximate 
population  of  102,000,  40,000  of  whom  are  insured  persons. 

Berwick.  — The  chemists,  finding  that  a  large  company  of 
chemists  were  willing  to  dispense,  etc.,  have  gone  on  the 
panel. 

Birmingham.—  It  is  stated  that  the  panel  includes  169 
pharmacies. 

Bradford.  —At  a  meeting  of  chemists  on  Monday, 
January  6,  Mr.  Marmaduke  Firth  presiding,  it  was  stated 
that  the  Insurance  Committee  had  rejected  the  proposals  of 
the  chemists  in  regard  to  late  fees  for  dispensing,  and  the 
fixing  of  the  ordinary  hours  seems  to  have  been  done  without 
consultation  with  chemists.  Nine  o'clock  has  been  fixed  as 
the  earliest  time  for  closing,  while  on  Wednesdays  (the  half- 
holiday)  there  is  to  be  service  from  7  to  9  p.m.,  and  two 
hours'  attendance  on  Sundays  and  Bank  holidays.  If  these 
hours  are  enforced,  those  who  can  afford  to  do  so  will  have 
their  names  removed  from  the  panel.  Doctors  are  acting 
in  a  friendly  spirit  towards  the  chemists. 

Bristol.— Forty-nine  chemists,  representing  over  seventy 
pharmacies,  are  on  the  panel  to  supply  115,911  insured 
persons. 

Cambridge — The  local  Insurance  Committee  have  ap- 
proved of  the  drug  tariff  submitted  by  the  local  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee,  and  have  agreed  to  the  following  addi- 
tions and  modifications : 

1.  A  minimum  charge  of  Hd.  where  a  dispensing-fee  is  allowed. 

2.  A  minimum  charge  of  2d.  where  no  dispensing-fee  is  allowed. 

3.  No  extra  fee  for  Sundays.  Bank  holidays,  or  early-closing 
days,  but  id.  may  be  charged  extra  for  prescriptions  marked 
"  Urgent  "  after  9  p.m. 
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Practically  all  the  chemists  in  the  borough  and  county  of 
Cambridge  have  gone  on  the  dispensing  panel.  One  or  two 
exceptions,  due  to  oversight  or  slight  unwillingness  to  serve 
at  present,  may  be  recorded. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Insur- 
ance Committee  on  January  4  the  question  of  the  approval 
of  the  Institute  of  the  Cambridge  Friendly  Societies'  Asso- 
ciation was  discussed.  In  the  course  of  the  debate  on  a 
motion  of  approval  (which  was  ultimately  carried),  Major 
Stanley  asked  how  could  two  doctors  treat  7,000  patients, 
and  how  could  one  chemist  dispense  40,000  prescriptions 
unless  he  drew  something  from  some  particular  barrel?  Mr. 
Peck  thought  the  drugs  should  be  entirely  separate  from 
the  medical  treatment,  and  Major  Stanley  thought  the  drug 
fund  should  be  spent  outside  the  institution.  They  had  got 
the  chemists  on  the  panel,  he  remarked,  and  they  were  not 
likely  to  make  themselves  into  millionaires  with  the  price 
they  were  getting  for  drugs,  and  it  was  unfair  that  they 
should  have  competition  of  this  sort 

Cheshire.  — At  a  conference  between  representatives  of 
the  Cheshire  Pharmacists'  Association  and  the  County  Insur- 
ance Committee  at  Crewe  last  week,  the  tariff  was  accepted 
by  the  committee,  and  the  dispensing  panel  was  formed. 

Croydon. — A  meeting  of  the  Croydon  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel  on  January  8.  Mr. 
Griffiths  (President)  was  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Dickinson  (Secre- 
tary) was  requested  to  write  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Dix  a  letter  of 
condolence  on  the  loss  of  his  uncle,  Mr.  T.  H.  Dix,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Association.  There  were  about  thirty 
members  present.  The  drug  tariff  was  discussed  and 
accepted.  Forty  pharmacists  out  of  forty-two  have  decided 
to  go  on  the  panel.  A  question  was  raised:  "Is  it  possible 
for  a  dispenser  who  has  been  three  years  with  a  medical 
practitioner  before  the  Act  to  dispense  medicines  if  he  is  in 
sole  charge  of  a  branch  shop  which  belongs  to  a  pharma- 
cist? "    (See  editorial  article,  p.  49.) 

Dewsbury. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  Association 
on  January  6,  Mr.  A.  B.  Barker  presiding,  reports  were 
received  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees at  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike.  Mr.  Broadhead 
stated  that  no  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  the  Batley  dis- 
trict. Mr.  Blakeley  dealt  with  the  official  tariff,  and  said 
that  he  had  dispensed  about  100,000  prescriptions  in  his 
time.  He  came  to  the  conclusion,  after  comparing  the 
prices,  etc.,  that  the  tariff  is  better  and  fairer  than  any 
payment  he  had  ever  had  for  dispensing.  One  of  the  conun- 
drums of  the  tariff  which  had  been  exercising  his  mind  was 
this :  Supposing  a  doctor  ordered  a  drug  which  was  not 
on  the  tariff,  and  forgot  to  use  the  pink  slip,  would  the 
druggist  be  justified  in  dispensing  the  drug?  Would  the 
claim  for  payment  for  the  drug  be  refused  when  it  got  to 
the  county  authority  at  Wakefield?  Mr.  Broadhead  said 
he  mentioned  that  very  matter  when  he  was  at  Wakefield, 
and  the  authorities  oould  not  give  him  an  answer ;  they 
appeared  to  be  absolutely  hopeless.  Mr.  Pickard  raised  the 
question  of  three-years'  doctors'  dispensers  being  put  on  the 
dispensers'  panel,  explaining  that  on  January  3  he  received 
a  letter  from  Wakefield  to  the  effect  that  the  Commissioners 
had  replied  that  these  dispensers  are  not  entitled  to  be  on 
the  panel.  The  letter  added,  "  Some  of  them  are  not  taking 
it  very  well."  In  regard  to  extras  for  night-work,  etc.,  the 
general  expression  of  opinion  was  that  the  question  should 
be  reconsidered. 

Edinburgh.— At  noon  on  Wednesday,  January  8,  it  was 
intimated  that  the  number  of  chemists  who  had  come  for- 
ward was  137 — i.e.,  four  more  than  reported  last  week. 

Glamorgan.  —  Following  the  example  of  the  North  Gla- 
morgan Chemists'  Association,  to  which  reference  was  made 
last  week,  the  Glamorgan  Valleys  Chemists'  Association,  of 
which  Mr.  D.  Arnott  is  the  President,  have  issued  a  circular 
to  the  various  lodges  of  the  Miners'  Federation  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  supply  of  medicines,  in  which  it  is  suggested 
that'  a  poundage  scheme  should  be  arranged  in  which  a 
certain  sum  might  be  set  aside  for  the  provision  of  medicine 
for  the  wives  and  children  of  insured  persons.  In  order  to 
discuss  the  details  of  the  scheme,  it  is  suggested  that  a 
conference  should  be  held  between  delegates  from  the  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Miners'  Executive ;  and  the  circular  con- 
cludes:  "The  principle  of  separating  dispensing  and  pre- 
scribing has  been  adopted  in  the  Act  because  it  was  con- 
sidered to  produce  a  more  efficient  service;  then  why  not 
adopt  the  same  principle  in  any  scheme  making  provision 
for  non-insured  persons  ?  " 

Grimsby.— A  meeting  of  the  Grimsby  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  Oberon  Hotel  on  January  3,  Mr. 
Cor.  Willson  (President)  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  six- 
teen members  present,  with  the  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  H. 
Ashton).  The  Secretary  gave  a  report  of  the  negotiations 
with  the  Insurance  Committee  at  Lincoln,  which  he  said 
were  in  every  way  satisfactory.    The  Insurance  Committee 


took  great  interest  in  all  the  items  brought  before  their 
notice,  and  had  caused  to  be  printed  on  the  agreement-forms 
a  clause  to  the  effect  that  these  requests  would  be  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Commissioners.  Several  members  had 
complained  that  they  had  not  received  agreement-forms  from 
the  Lindsey  Committee,  although  they  had  given  in  their 
names  to  go  on  the  panel.  A  discussion  took  place  on  the 
drug  tariff,  as  a  result  of  which  it  was  recommended  that 
in  the  case  of  medicated  waters  being  ordered  in  a  pre- 
scription the  B.P.  or  B.P.C.  be  alone  supplied,  and  in  all 
cases  distilled  water  be  used  and  charged  for.  It  was 
decided  that  the  Secretary  write  to  the  Insurance  Committee, 
asking  that  a  deputation  of  the  doctors  should  meet  the 
pharmacists  at  an  early  date.  The  delegates  appointed  for 
this  purpose  were  Mr.  Colley,  Mr.  Sneath,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Humphrey  (Cleethorpes),  and  the  Secretary. 

Hants. — The  chemists  in  all  parts  of  the  county  have  gone 
on  the  panel.  Mr.  E.  H.  Smith,  47  High  Street,  Gosport, 
has  been  elected  as  representative  of  the  Hants  County 
Pharmacists'  Association  on  the  District  Committee.^ 

Havant — Mr.  C.  S.  Davies,  16  West  Street,  Havant,  is 
the  representative  of  the  County  Pharmacists'  Association 
on  the  District  Committee. 

Hereford. —At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Insurance  Com- 
mittee it  was  reported  that  applications  had  been  received 
from  twenty-three  out  of  twenty-five  chemists  on  the 
Chemists'  Association's  list.  The  Emergency  Committee  had 
received  a  deputation  from  the  chemists,  who  submitted  the 
official  tariff,  with  certain  modifications.  The  chemists 
thought  that,  owing  to  special  circumstances,  they  were 
entitled  to  special  concessions,  the  chief  of  which  was  that 
they  should  be  allowed  to  make  a  minimum  charge  of  Id. 
for  all  articles  not  bearing  a  dispensing-fee.  Some  of 
the  articles  were  priced  at  a  halfpenny,  and  the  chemists 
asked  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  make  a  minimum 
charge  of  Id.  for  serving  a  single  article.  The  com- 
mittee had  thought  the  request  a  reasonable  one,  and  had 
acceded  to  it.  The  chemists  also  asked  for  a  minimum 
charge  of  4d.  for  all  prescriptions,  including  the  dispensing- 
fee.  The  committee  had  thought  this  also  reasonable.  The 
committee  sanctioned  the  variations. 

Huddersfield — A  meeting  of  the  Huddersfield  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel  on  January  7,  when 
several  points  of  interest  under  the  National  Insurance  Act 
were  considered.  There  was  a  record  attendance,  only  two 
members  being  absent.  Mr.  J.  B.  Wood  (the  President) 
was  in  the  chair.  The  local  panel  under  the  Act  is  com- 
pleted so  far  as  pharmacists  are  concerned,  and  the  con- 
tracts are  signed.  It  was  resolved  to  ask  for  an  additional 
fee  for  dispensing  after  hours. 

Ipswich.— Messrs.  Wiggin,  Stones,  and  Smalley,  repre- 
senting the  Ipswich  Chemists'  Association,  met  the  Insur- 
ance Committee  on  Monday  evening,  and  the  tariff  was 
agreed  to,  with  the  addition  of  bleached  water-dressing 
bandages  2d.  up  to  2  in.,  and  Id.  per  in.  beyond;  check 
ice-bags,  2s.  Qd.  each;  jaconet,  etc.  It  was  also  decided  to 
allow  a  minimum  charge  of  4d.  where  dispensing-fee  is 
charged,  and  id.  where  no  dispensing-fee  is  charged  on  the 
same  prescription.  The  arrangements  made  with  the  East 
Suffolk  Committee  were  that  the  tariff  was  accepted  without 
any  extras  for  three  months,  and  in  the  meantime  a  scheme 
is  to  be  drawn  up  including  any  extras. 

Leeds.- Messrs.  S.  R.  Mundell,  J.  H.  Beacock,  J.  Pendel- 
bury,  W.  D.  Pollitt,  and  R.  G.  Shaw,  representing 
chemists,  submitted  to  a  sub-committee  of  the  Insurance 
Committee  the  official  tariff,  with  certain  proposals  drawn 
up  by  the  local  Association.  After  consideration  it  was 
agreed  that  the  tariff  be  accepted  and  (1)  that  a  disturbance- 
fee  of  2d.  extra  be  granted  for  services  rendered  on  Sundays, 
Bank  holidays,  after  1  p.m.  on  Wednesdays  (the  half-holiday), 
and  for  calls  between  10  p.m.  and  8  a.m.  ;  and  (2)  that  no 
single  prescription  be  less  than  id.,  and  no  compound  pre- 
scription be  less  than  4d.,  excluding  any  chargeable  con- 
tainer. The  deputation  had  asked  Ad.  extra  for  night  work 
between  9  p.m.  and  8  a.m. 

Lewes.- A  well-attended  meeting  of  pharmacists  in  busi- 
ness in  the  administrative  county  of  East  Sussex  was  held 
at  the  County  Hall,  Lewes,  on  January  1,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  E.  H.  Farr,  F.I.C.,  Uckfield.  An  Associa- 
tion, to  be  called  the  East  Sussex  County  Association  of 
Pharmacy,  was  formed,  with  Mr.  E.  H.  Farr  (Uckfield)  as 
President,  and  Mr.  N.  G.  Beck  (Burgess  Hill)  as  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Mr.  Lloyd  (Lewes)  undertook  to 
act  as  Hon.  Assistant  Secretary.  It  was  decided  to  make 
Lewes  the  headquarters  of  the  Association,  and  that  there 
should  be  a  membership-fee  of  2s.  bd.  per  annum.  The 
Drug  Tariff  was  discussed,  and  finally  a  committee,  consist-, 
ing  of  Mr.  Farr  (Uckfield),  Mr,  Bilshaw  (Bexhill),  Mr, 
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Lloyd  (Lewes),  Mr.  Martin  (East  Grinstead),  and  Mr.  Beck 
(Burgess  Hill),  was  appointed  to  meet  the  Medical  Benefit 
Sub-committee  of  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  .and  lay 
before  them  suggestions  for  alterations  in  the  tariff.  Nearly 
all  the  chemists  in  this  division  of  the  county  have  joined 
the  panel.  Chemists  who  have  not  yet  joined  the  Associa- 
tion are  asked  to  communicate  with  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

Maidstone.— All  .the  chemists  have  gone  on  the  borough 
panel. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.  —  At  the  meeting  of  the  Insurance 
Committee  on  January  6  it  was  reported  that  the  chemists 
desire  double  fees  for  work  and  dispensing  done  after 
ordinary  shop  hours.  The  Committee  sympathised  with  the 
demands  of  the  chemists,  and  were  prepared  to  grant  them, 
but  the  Insurance  Commissioners  forbade  such  payment. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  chemists  the  same  evening  Mr.  Sehultz, 
Secretary  to  the  Insurance  Committee,  attended.  The  situa- 
tion was  discussed,  and  at  the  conclusion  it  was  decided  to 
work  the  Act  under  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  Insurance 
Committee.  It  was  also  agreed  to  ask  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioners to  reconsider  their  decision,  and  also  to  protest 
vigorously  against  their  refusal  to  grant  additional  fees  for 
night  work. 

Newport  (Mon.).— Eighteen  out  of  the  twenty-one 
chemists  have  joined  the  panel. 

Norwich.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  local  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion held  on  January  1,  Mr.  Percy  Robinson  presiding,  Mr. 
A.  E.  King  was  nominated  as  Divisional  Secretary  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  question  of  city  chemists  join- 
ing the  county  dispensing  panel  was  discussed,  and  it  was 
decided  that  only  those  having  pharmacies  within  one  mile 
of  the  city  boundaries  should  join  the  country  panel.  The 
tariff  terms  were  discussed  and  adopted.  On  the  motion  of 
the  President,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee,  and  it  was  .agreed  to  levy 
2s.  6d.  per  member,  with  a  view  to  sending  a  subscription 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  committee.  Since  the  meeting 
a  deputation  of  chemists  has  interviewed  the  doctors  on  the 
country  panel  in  regard  to  arrangements  for  facilitating 
the  work. 

Nottingham.  — The  proposals  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  were  approved  by  the  chemists  on 
January  1,  when  the  Clerk  reported  to  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee that  nearly  all  the  chemists  in  the  city  had  applied 
to  serve  under  the  Act,  and  the  panel  was  accordingly 
formed. 

Peterborough.— Tho  tariff  has  been  agreed  to  between 
the  Insurance  Committee  and  the  Pharmacists'  Association, 
double  fees  for  dispensing  outside  the  fixed  hours  of  busi- 
ness being  allowed.  Messrs.  W.  Baxter,  C.  Baxter,  Judge, 
and  Parker  (Bourne),  Dickinson,  Ennals,  Johnson,  and  Prior 
(Stamford),  Bodger,  Hanson,  Boots,  Ltd.  (three  pharmacies), 
Calcutt,  Gibbons,  Knight,  Noble,  J.  E.  Saunders.  Ltd., 
Sturton  &  Sons,  and  Whitwell  have  gone  on  the  panel. 

Preston.— A  meeting  of  the  Lancaster  County  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  was  held  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Preston, 
on  January  6,  Mr.  J.  Vinco  (Lancaster)  in  the  chair.  A 
long  discussion  took  place  on  the  drug  tariff,  which  it  was 
agreed  to  accept,  with  a  few  alterations,  for  a  period  of 
three  months.  Dispensing  hours  asked  for  were  from  9  a.m. 
to  8  p.m.  ;  from  8  to  11  p.m.  a  fee  of  Zd.  and  from  11  p.m. 
till  9  a.m.  a  fee  of  bd.  being  charged  for  dispensing.  The 
typical  price-list  agreed  to  for  drugs  not  on  the  tariff  was 
that  of  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  and  for  sundries  Maws', 
'plus  25  per  cent.  The  feeling  of  the  meeting  was  strongly 
in  favour  of  linking  together  all  the  Associations  in  Lan- 
cashire, as  well  as  other  counties,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary 
was  requested  to  forward  a  resolution  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  asking  them  to  take  immediate  action. — In  the  after- 
noon the  Lancaster  County  Pharmaceutical  Committee  met 
a  Medical  Benefit  sub-committee  of  the  Lancashire  Insur- 
ance Committee  in  the  County  Hall,  County  Offices,  Preston, 
and  submitted  the  tariff  with  the  slight  alterations  proposed 
at  the  morning  meeting.  After  discussion,  the  sub-com- 
mittee agreed  to  the  slight  alterations  and  promised  to  sub- 
mit them  and  the  conditions  as  to  hours  of  dispensing  to  the 
Insurance  Commissioners. 

Sheffield.— On  Tuesday  evening.  January  7,  the  tariff  was 
submitted  to  the  Medical  Benefit  Sub-committee  of  the  Shef- 
field Insurance  Committee,  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  acting 
as  spokesman  of  the  deputation  from  the  Sheffield  Pharma- 
ceutical and  Chemical  Society.    The  terms  were  accepted. 

Staffordshire.  —The  panels  are  complete,  and  the  Insur- 
ance Committee^  conferred  with  the  chemists'  representa- 
tives at  the  Shirehall,  Stafford,  on  January  6.  It  was 
announced  that  an  agreement  had  been  arrived  at  with 
respect  to  the  schedule  of  prices  and  as  regards  the  hours  the 
shops  should  be  kept  open  for  dispensing. 


Tynemouth.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee 
on  January  6  it  was  agreed  that  chemists  should  be  paid 
Is.  9d.  per  head  for  the  first  three  months.  There  are  about 
16,000  insured  persons.  At  the  General  Purposes  Committee 
meeting  chemists'  representatives  stated  that  their  hours 
of  attendance  are  from  9  a.m.  to  7.15  p.m.  on  Mondays, 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  from  9  to  12  noou  on  Wednesdays, 
from  9  to  8.30  on  Fridays,  and  from  9  to  10.30  on  Satur- 
days. On  Sundays  and  public  holidays  there  is  at  present 
no  service.  It  was  suggested,  however,  by  the  chemists  that 
it  might  be  possible  to  give  an  extended  service  on  a  system 
of  rotation,  one  or  two  shops  being  open  in  turn,  and  the- 
extended  hours  suggested  for  this  service  were  until  8.30  p.m. 
on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and  Thursdays,  and  from  7.15  P.M- 
to  8.30  p.m.  on  Wednesdays.  On  Sundays  and  public  holidays- 
service  might  be  provided  for  one  hour,  at  a  time  to  be 
fixed.  These  proposals  were  provisionally  agreed  to  for  three 
months.  An  alternative  suggestion  was  that  the  chemists 
on  the  panel  should  establish  a  pharmacy  store  in  the  centre 
of  the  town,  where  service  could  be  provided  for  the  ex- 
tended hours.  Two  doctors  demanded  a  twenty-four  hours' 
service. 

Walsall.  —Eleven  chemists  have  joined  the  panel. 

"Watford.— A  meeting  of  the  Watford  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  January  1  at  the  Lime  Tree  Hotel,  Mr. 
C.  E.  King  in  the  chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended. 
A  discussion  took  place  on  the  drug  tariff,  which  came  in  for 
a  certain  amount  of  criticism.  It  was  pointed  out  by  the 
Hon.  Secretary  that  the  Watford  Division  of  the  county  is 
the  only  one  where  100  per  cent,  of  the  chemists  have  gone 
on  the  panel.  It  was  resolved  to  write  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow- 
Woolcock,  thanking  him  for  the  help  he  had  given  in  the? 
present  crisis.  A  scheme  of  co-operative  advertising  was 
afterwards  discussed. 

West  Bam.— A  crowded  meeting  of  local  chemists  was- 
held  on  January  2  at  Earlham  Hall,  Forest  Gate.  London, 
E.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans,  President  of  the  West  Ham  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacists,  was  in  the  chair,  and  explained  that 
the  chief  object;  of  the  -meeting  was  to  discuss  the  drug  tariff. 
Mr.  Blades  inquired  how  homoeopathic  prescriptions  -will  be- 
dealt,  with  under  the  tariff :  he  also  further  impressed  upon 
the  members  the  uncertainty,  in  some  cases,  in  regard  to 
the  distinction  between  dispensing  and  simply  filling  an 
order.  Then  arose  the  suggestion  about  dispensing  hours, 
and  it  was  considered  that  eight  o'clock  might  be  fixed  as 
the  latest  time  for  handing  in  prescriptions  if  required  the 
same  night,  unless  the  doctor  marked  the  script  "  Urgent.'" 
A  fee  for  late  attendance  was  suggested,  also  for  Sundays-- 
and  holidays.  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  is  a  member  of  the  West- 
Ham  Insurance  Committee,  advised  the  members  present  to- 
"  make  haste  slowly,"  and  not  to  press  for  too  many  restric- 
tions and  special  fees,  as  such  proceedings  would  possibly 
afford  the  doctors  a  more  or  less  reasonable  excuse  to  sug- 
gest to  the  Government  that  they  should  do  the  dispensing- 
instead  of  the  pharmacist.  It  was  agreed  to  leave  the  matter 
to  the  deputation  which  has  been  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  sub-committee  of  the  West  Ham  Insurance  Committee. 
Mr.  Matthews  then  explained  to  the  Essex  county  members 
present  that  agreement  upon  details  has  not  been  arrived? 
at  as  yet,  and  thus  it  is  that  the  Essex  county  pharma- 
cists have  not  had  contracts  sent  to  them  for  signature.  It 
was  decided  to  have  another  meeting  on  Januarv  16,  by 
which  time  further  developments  in  the  progress  of  the  Act 
may  require  further  discussion. 

Worcestershire.- At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Insurance 
Committee  on  January  4  the  Chairman  (Mr.  J.  W.  Willis 
Bund)  stated  that,  all  the  chemists  in  the  county  had  signed 
the  agreement.  He  added  that  the  Commissioners  could 
not  a?ree  to  the  chemists'  request  that  they  should  be  paid  a 
small  charge  for  drugs  dispensed  after  closing  hours. 

Yorkshire. -In  Yorkshire  most  pharmacists  are  on  the 
panel,  those  who  are  not  having  special  personal  reasons. 
"  There  is  a  very  general  feeling  now  among  the  Yorkshire 
pharmacists,"  writes  a  correspondent,  "  that  they  have 
gained  greatly  in  public  estimation,  and  will  gain 'also  in 
material  interests,  by  the  calm  and  statesmanlike  way  in 
which  their  position  has  been  dealt  with  by  contrast  with 
the  violent  public  agitation  of  the  doctors." 


Notice  Card. 

According  to  the  revised  regulations,  persons  under- 
taking the  supply  of  drugs  or  appliances,  or  both,  are 
required  to  exhibit  a  notice  worded  as  in  a  schedule. 
We  have  had  the  notice  printed  on  the  back  of  our 
medicine-liability  chart  cards  ready  to  hang  up  in  the 
rhops  of  those  who  are  on  dispensing  panels.  They  cart 
be  obtained   on  application  to  the  Publisher  of"  The 
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Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C., 
at  Ad.  per  copy  or  3s.  6d.  per  dozen  post  free. 

Doctors  and  Dispensing  Panels. 
It  is  known  that  there  have  been  some  attempts  in  the 
Metropolitan  district  on  the  part  of  firms  of  doctors  to 
get  their  dispensers  on  panels  for  dispensing  Insurance 
Act  prescriptions.  A  statutory  move  in  this  direction 
is  reported  in  our  Company  News,  where  a  medical  Society 
has  been  formed  into  a  company  ' '  to  maintain  a  pharmacy 
or  pharmacies,"  etc. 

The  Doctor  and  the  Chemist 
are   represented  in   this   outline   sketch  of  a  coloured 
drawing  done  by  Felix,  the  eleven-year-old  son  of  Mr. 
Cornelius  Bailey,  chemist  and  druggist,  Uppingham.  It 


is  entirely  the  boy's  own  conception  of  the  state  of  affairs 
at  the  beginning  of  December,  when  he  considered  that 
the  chemist  was  in  the  humbler  position. 

For  Whose  Benefit? 
This  is  the  title  given  by  "Assistant  Apothecary  "  in 
a  letter  published  in  "  The  Times"  on  January  7  a6 
follows  : 

In  The  Times  of  January  1  you  ask  the  above  question 
Mr.  Lloyd  George  said,  "  The  Bill  is  not  an  endowment 
Bill  for  the  doctors."  Nobody  suggested  that  it  was.  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  to-day,  in  an  editorial,  "  A  New 
Epoch  in  Pharmacy  Realisation,"  shows  who  are  benefited 
through  the  National  Insurance  Act.  Among  the  first  of 
the  things  pharmaceutical  which  have  been  realised  is  the 
State  recognition  of  registered  chemists  as  the  dispensers  of 
medical  prescriptions.  Time  and  again  they  have  gone  to 
Parliament  with  a  request  to  restrict  the  dispensing  of  pre- 
scriptions to  a  special  class — registered  chemists — but  they 
have  never  succeeded.  The  late  Mr.  Wootton,  as  "  Xrayser," 
in  the  same  journal,  stated,  "  Compared  with  the  apothe- 
caries, chemists  are  mere  mushrooms  as  dispensers  "  ;  but. 
as  a  medical  man  (Dr.  Major  Greenwood)  in  your  journal 
has  pointed  out,  the  Insurance  Act  wipes  away  all  the 
ancient  rights  and  privileges  as  dispensers  of  Licentiates  of 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  not  by  repeal  constitutionally, 
but  by  a  method  "  but  little  removed  from  trickery."  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  concludes  : 

"Perhaps  we  cannot  mention  anything  more  important 
than  the  fact  that  no  insurance  medical  prescription  can  be 
dispensed  in  a  shop  which  is  not  managed  by  a  registered 
chemist,  no  matter  who  the  owner  of  the  shop  may.be.  This 
is  a  realisation  which  the  most  Utopian  pharmacist  of  the 
nineteenth  century  did  not  dream  of  as  a  possibility  in  the 
twentieth." 

Section  15  (5,_iv.)  states:  "  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  and  privileges  conferred  by  the  Apothe- 
caries Act,  1815,  upon  any  person  qualified  to  act  as  an 
assistant  to  any  apothecary  in  compounding  and  dispensing 
medicines."  The  above  journal,  Chemist  and  Druggist,  lays 
it  down  in  the  same  issue  that'  "  apothecaries'  assistants 
have  as  such  no  special  rights  in  regard  to  Insurance  Act 
dispensing,  and  any  dispensing  that  they  do  in  chemists'  or 
companies'  shops  must  be  done  under  the  supervision  of  a 
registered  chemist."  That  is,  he  is  in  exactly  the  same 
position  as  the  chemist's  unqualified  bottle-washer.  This  is 
one  of  the  concessions  ! 

The  mistake  that  apothecaries'  assistants  make  is  in 
supposing  that  their  legal  rights  are  under  the  Pharmacy 
Acts.  All  that  the  law  gives  them  is  the  right  to  dispense 
medicines  to  licentiates  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries, 
and  the  National '  Insurance  Act  does  not  interfere  with 
that  right.      .  . 


The  Medical  Opposition. 

The  position  of  the  medical  panels  throughout  the 
country  is  the  subject  of  questions  in  Parliament  reported 
in  "Westminster  Wisdom."  Interest  is  now  centred  in 
the  Metropolitan  panels,  the  British  Medical  Association 
having  concentrated  its  efforts,  it  appears,  to  prevent 
efficient  service  under  the  Act  in  London.  Mr.  W.  S. 
Glyn- Jones,  M.P.,  as  Chairman  of  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex Insurance  Committee,  has  had  to  meet  a  large  defec- 
tion from  the  medical  panel  for  Willesden,  about  fifty 
doctors  having  withdrawn  their  names.  Each  of  them 
received  the  following  telegram  on  Tuesday  : 

"  By  signing  agreement  you  have  entered  into  definite 
contract  for  three  months,  from  which  Insurance  Committee 
absolutely  refuse  to  release  you  until  committee  have  made 
other  arrangements  in  substitution  for  your  service.  In  no 
case -will  the  committee  sanction  any  private  arrangements 
between  insured  persons  and  doctors  who  have  broken  then- 
contract. " 

The  British  Medical  Association  has  taken  counsel's 
opinion  on  the  matter,  which  is  that  no  action  upon  the 
agreements  could  succeed. 

A  mass  meeting  of  Metropolitan  doctors  was  held  in 
the  Queen's  Hall,  Langham  Place,  London,  on  Tuesday 
afternoon.    "  The  Times,"  reporting  it,  says  : 

"  The  tone  of  the  meeting  was  clear  as  soon  as  the  speakers 
made  their  appearance.  Sir  Thomas  Crosby,  late  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  who  described  himself  as  a  general  prac- 
titioner for  sixty  years,  was  in  the  chair,  and  he  was  greeted 
with  great  cheering.  The  audience  then  rose  and  remained 
standing  while  it  sang  with  much  fervour  the  chorus  to 
'  Rule,  Britannia.'  The  Chairman  opened  the  proceedings 
with  a  brief  but  dignified  speech,  in  which  he  contrasted 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  with  that  which  might  have 
existed  had  the  Government  secured  for  the  people  willing 
instead  of  reluctant  doctors. 

"  The  next  speaker  was  Mr.  E.  B.Turner,  Deputy-Chairman 
of  Representative  Meetings  of  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion, whose  championship  of  the  cause  of  the  profession  in 
this  conflict  has  won  for  him  the  affection  of  his  fellow- 
practitioners.  He  was  not  only  received  with  the  utmost 
enthusiasm,  but  on  resuming  his  seat  he  was  cheered  to  the 
echo,  the  audience  finally  rising  and  singing  with  great 
heartiness  the  refrain  '  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow.'  In 
his  speech  Mr.  Turner  reviewed  the  whole  question  from 
the  introduction  of  the  Act  to  the  latest  developments.  He 
spoke  strongly  and  incisively,  .and  his  sentiments  were 
warmly  applauded  by  the  audience.  He  described  Mr. 
Lloyd  George  as  passing  like  a  malign  comet,  trailing 
behind  him  a  daily  lengthening  tail  of  threats,  inconsistent 
statements,  repudiated  utterances,  and  promises  unfulfilled— 
a  description  which  met  with  the  unqualified  approval  of 
the  meeting.  Mr.  Turner  moved  a  resolution  condemning 
the  methods  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  this 
was  seconded  bv  Mr.  J.  T.  Macnamara,  a  general  practi 
tioner,  of  Lewisham.  Other  speakers  followed  with  strong 
criticism  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  his  terms;  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  carried  unanimously,  the  whole  audience  rising  and 
singing  'Britons  never  shall  be  slaves.'  " 

Public  meetings  are  also  being  held  in  districts  of  Lon- 
don by  the  London  Committee  of  the  British  Medical 
Association.  At  these  a  strong  feature  is  made  of  "  free 
choice  of  doctors,"  the  Association's  advocates  saying 
that  the  Insurance  authorities  are  not  to  give  this  m 
practice.  The  number  of  doctors  on  the  London  panels  is 
759  tor  1,498,000  insured  persons,  or  1  to  1,973,  compared 
with  1  to  60  in  Scotland  (so  daily  papers  say,  but  600 
is  nearer  the  mark).  In  Middlesex  the  proportion  is 
1  to  686. 

Referring  to  the  British  Medical  Association,  the 
"  Medical  Press  "  says  : 

"  What  good  the  Council  can  hope  to  effect  by  a  meeting 
on  January  17  to  discuss  terms  of  working  the  medical 
benefits  when  the  panels  were  closed  within  a  few  days  of 
January  1  is  somewhat  of  a  mystery.  It  is  small  wonder 
that  many  members  are  turning  their  backs  upon  an 
Association  whose  Council  has  been  hopelessly  out  of  touch 
with  its  members  ever  since  the  great  betrayal  that  per- 
mitted its  Medical  Secretary,  Mr.  Smith  Whitaker.  to  accept 
a  highly  paid  post  under  the  Act.  The  Association,  to  do 
it  justice,  has  achieved  a  certain  amount  of  success  in  spito 
of  its  shortcomings,  for  it  obtained  better  terms  and  secured 
a  million  and  a  half  extra  remuneration  for  the  profession. 
The  lessons  to  be  learned  by  the  Association  from  its  recent 
experience,  however,  are  somewhat  far-reaching.    The  con- 
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stitution  of  the  Association,  for  instance,  must  be  demo- 
cratised, with  representative  control  over  the  central  Execu- 
tive. The  financial  side  of  the  Association  demands  over- 
hauling. With  careful  management  a  handsome  surplus 
income  should  be  derived  from  the  Journal.  Instead  of 
saving  money,  however,  there  is  every  likelihood  that  mem- 
bers will  shortly  be  called  upon  to  make  up  a  very  serious 
deficit,  owing  to  the  large  sums  that  have  been  thrown 
away  to  little  purpose  over  the  fighting  of  the  Act." 

A  B.M.A.  Appeal. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  circular  letter  which  was 
issued  last  week  : 

British  Medical  Association  (Medical  Department), 
429  Strand,  London,  W.C., 

January  2,  1913. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  informed  that  medical  agents  are  being 
urged  to  supply  locum  tenens  and  whole-time  men  in  dis- 
tricts in  which  the  medical  profession  is  refusing  to  form 
panels,  or  in  which  inadequate  panels  have  been  formed. 
This  information  has  been  given  me  by  a  medical  agent 
who  is  actively  in  sympathy  with  the  efforts  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  he  has  promptly  refused  to  supply  practitioners  in 
any  doubtful  cases.  I  trust  that  the  Association  may  rely 
upon  you  to  do  the  same  thing. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation, 

I  am,  yours  faithfully,, 

Alfred  Cox,  Medical  Secretary. 
"Punch"  on  the  Crisis. 
Last  week  "  Punch"  had  Mr.  Lloyd  George  kneeling  in 
worship  before  a  bust  of  ^Esculapius.    This  week  he  is  a 
chauffeur  busy  at  the  "  internals  "  of  a  motor-cab,  and  the 
inscription  is 

MARKING  TIME. 
Mary  Ann  (during  a  hitch)  :  "  Shall  we  ever  get  to  the 
doctor  s? 

Chauffeur  Lloyd  George  (hopefully):  "Oh,  ves-  sooner 
or  later." 

Mary  Ann  :  "  Well,  I  thought  I'd  ask,  'cause  I  sec  the 
ticker  s  going  on  as  hard  as  ever." 

The  first  paragraph  in  the  number  reads  :  "No  one.  we 
fancy,  was  surprised,  though  many  were  pained,  to  hear 
that  Mr.  Lloyd  George  was  confined  the  other  day  to  his 
house  by  doctor's  orders." 

A  Doctor's  Despair. 

At  the  inquest  at  Swinlon  on  January  8  regarding  the 
death  of  Dr.  S.  Hosegood,  who  was  found  dead  in  his 
bedroom  with  the  gas  turned  on,  it  was  stated  that  he 
had  been  depressed  since  the  death  of  his  wife  and 
worried  by  the  Insurance  Act.    In  a  letter  he  wrote  : 

"  Forgive.  My  brain  reels.  I  have  for  some  time  felt 
extremely  low  and  depressed.  I  have  latterlv  lost  the  power 
of  assimilating  what  I  have  read,  and  things  have  appeared 
dark  and  mysterious.  I  have  often  wondered  whether,  after 
all,  death  really  ends  everything— or  what?  " 


WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 


The  Patent-medicine  Inquiry. 
The  meeting  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medi- 
cines, which  was  summoned  to  take  place  on  Thursday 
January  9,  was  postponed  for  a  week  in  order  to  meet 
the  convenience  of  the  Chairman. 

Insurance  Pharmacy  Inspectors. 
Mr.  Wheler  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on 
Tuesday,  January  7,  whether  any  arrangements  have  yet 
been  made  for  the  inspection  of  drugs  under  the  National 
Insurance  Act ;  if  so,  how  many  inspectors  have  been 
appointed,  and  at  what  salaries,  and  whether  those  ap- 
pointed are  fully  qualified  chemists.— Mr.  Lloyd  George 
replied  that  no  such  appointments  have  been  made. 

[Mr  Wheler  informed  our  Parliamentary  correspondent 
that  he  put  the  question  at  the  request  of  the  local  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  in  his  division  in  Kent.  He  con- 
sidered it  doubtful  whether  any  such  inspectors  will  be 
appointed,  but  the  local  committee  desire  to  know 
exactly  where  they  stand,  and  as  to  whether  the  existing 
bale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  arc  not  sufficient  for  the 
purpose.] 


The  Opium  Agreement. 
Mr.  F.  0.  Acland,  M.P.,  informed  Mr.  C.  Roberts, 
M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday  that  there  is 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  terminate 
the  Opium  Agreement  of  1911  in  accordance  with  Article  7 
of  that  Agreement  in  order  to  improve  the  position  of  the 
importers  of  opium  into  China.  The  Indian  Government 
have  taken  steps  to  suspend  the  sales  of  certified  opium. 

Insurance  Medical  Benefit. 
Mr.  Cassel  asked  the  Prime  Minister  on  Monday  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  arrangement  with  doctors  now  proposed 
contemplates  the  payment  of  8s.  6d.  per  head  for  attend- 
ance and  drugs  ;  that  when  the  Bill  was  before  Parliament 
it  was  contemplated  that  the  payment  would  be  only 
6s.  6d.  per  head  ;  that  this  increase  will  involve  additional 
expenditure  of  moneys  by  Parliament ;  and  that  if  the 
arrangement  is  once  entered  into  Parliament  will  not  be 
absolutely  free  in  giving  its  decision.— The  Prime  Minister 
said  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  was  quite  wrong. 
Parliament  would  be  absolutely  free.  The  agreement  was 
entered  into  for  three  months  only,  and  the  sum  already 
provided  is  quite  adequate  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Cassel  asked  the  Prime  Minister  on  Monday  what  is 
the  reason  why  arrangements  for  providing  medical  bene- 
fit which,  according  to  statements  made  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  will  involve  an  additional  charge  upon 
public  funds  of  more  than  one  and  a-half  million  a  year, 
are  not  to  be  submitted  to  the  House  for  its  consideration 
before  binding  contracts  have  been  entered  into. — Mr. 
Asquith  replied  that  no  agreement  with  the  doctors  involv- 
ing the  expenditure  of  public  money  outside  that  provided 
by"  the  Act  will  be  entered  into  without  the  sanction  of 
Parliament. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  Sir  J.  D.  Rees., 
M.P.,  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  doctors  of  Nottingham  and  Nottingham- 
shire have  made  a  protest  against  the  inclusion  of  attend- 
ance in  cases  of  diseases  due  to  misconduct,  miscarriages, 
and  abortion,  the  administration  of  anaesthetics,  and  the 
performance  of  operations  in  the  conditions  of  service 
under  the  National  Insurance  Act ;  and,  if  so,  what 
action  the  Government  proposes  to  take. — Mr.  Masterman 
said  he  had  received  certain  representations  on  the  sub- 
ject. There  is.  however,  no  power  under  the  Act  to 
exclude  such  cases  from  medical  benefit  in  so  far  as  they 
are  within  the  ordinary  competence  and  skill  of  practi- 
tioners on  the  panel  and  can  consistently  with  the  best 
interests  of  the  patients  be  properly  undertaken  by  such 
practitioners. 

Dispensing  of  Insurance  Medicines. 
On  Tuesday  next,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  G. 
Touche,  M.P.,  will  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
if  he  is  aware  that,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
Section  15  (3)  of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  doctors'  dis- 
pensers who  are  not  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts, 
1852  to  1868,  are  afraid  that  difficulties  may  arise  at  some 
future  time  in  establishing  their  right  to  dispense  medi- 
cines supplied  to  insured  persons  ;  and  will  he  take  into 
consideration  the  question  of  arranging  for  the  registra- 
tion of  doctors'  dispensers  either  by  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioners or  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  or  the  institu- 
tion of  some  other  effective  means  of  safeguarding  the 
position  of  doctors'  dispensers  and  of  those  who  have 
acted  as  dispensers  to  public  institutions. 

On  Wednesday  Mr.  Masterman  stated  that  the  acces- 
sion of  doctors  to  the  panels  during  the  past  few  days  has 
been  so  rapid  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  state  that,  if 
at  all,  there  will  be  any  opportunity  for  the  establishment 
of  a  salaried  service.  It  is  possible  that  such  a  service 
will  be  instituted  in  three  or  four  districts,  but  he  could 
make  no  statement  at  the  time. 


Carbolic-acid  Prices.— Messrs.  F.  Hoffmann-La  Roche  & 
Co.,  of  Basle,  have  issued  an  interesting  diagram  giving 
the  fluctuations  in  crude  carbolic  acid  and  39°  to  40°  C. 
crystals  from  1889  to  1912  inclusive.  The  highest  price  of 
crystals  during  this  period  was  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  in  Mav-June 
1889,  and  the  lowest  3fcZ.  for  a  lengthv  period  in  1910". 
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FESTIVITIES. 

Soutb  of  England  College  of  Pharmacy. 

The  Pbesident  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
(Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  F.C.S.)  presided  at  the  dinner  of  this 
College,  held  in  the  Venetian  Chamber,  Holborn  Restaurant, 
London,  on  Wednesday  evening  January  8.    The  company 

numbered  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty,  and  the  Chair- 
man was  supported  by  Mr. 
H.  Lucas,  F.C.S.  (Principal 
of  the  College),  Mr.  Thomas 
Tyrer,  Mr.  A.  E.  Holden, 
Mr.  T.  Maben,  Mr.  Peter 
MacEwan,  Mr.  De  Morgan, 
Mr.  W.  P.  Want,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Kluge.  Mr.  J.  J.  Cocking, 
Mr.  Harry  Hickey,  Mr.  J.  S. 
White,  and  Mr.  H.  T. 
Escritt.  There  were  five 
spur-tables,  presided  over  by 
the  Demonstrators  and  some 
prominent  past  students  of 
the  School.  After  dinner  and 
the  toast  of  "The  King,'' 
Mr.  Lucas,  who  was  received 
with  long  applause,  reported 
on  the  College  work  and 
examinations  since  June 
1910,  when  the  last  dinner  was  held.  At  that  time  570 
students  had  passed  through  the  College ;  now  the  total  is 
1,080.  The  pass-list  shows  11  Major  successes.  Ill  Minor, 
and  5  Apothecaries'  Hall.  In  the  1912  session  the  Fair- 
child  Scholar,  Mr.  H.  N.  F.  Cook,  attended  the  College,  and 
became  a  silver  medallist.  The  present  session's  work  shows 
;a  standard  above  the  average,  and  all  the  students  who 
have  entered  from  the  School  for  the  Minor  examination 
now  progressing  have  passed  the  first  day's  work.  The 
Chairman  then  presented  the  medals  to  the  successful 
■students,  most  of  whom  were  present.  The  following  is  the 
■complete  list : 

Silver  Medallists.— J.  O'Bi-ien,  M.  G.  Dowson,  R.  D.  S.  Thomas 
E.  T.  Griffiths,  A.  F.  Cutler,  C.  F.  Harry,  H.  N.  F.  Cook,  P.  G. 
Cxac  knell. 

Botany  Bronze  Medallists. — A.  J.  Espley,  W.  E.  Lav,  W.  D.  G. 
.Barker,  A.  F.  Cutler,  H.  A.  ChipperfieM,  H.  F.  Havilar,  H. 
Lawrence. 

Chemistry  Bronze  Medallists. — J.  O'Brien.,  M.  G.  Dowson,  R.  D.  S. 
'Thomas,  E.  T.  Griffiths,  L.  Morgans,  C.  F.  Harry,  H.  N.  F.  Cook 
P.  G.  Craeknell. 

Materia  Medica  Bronze  Medallists. —J .  O'Brien,  W.  Blott,  H.  E. 
Archer,  H.  0.  Thomas,  W.  S.  Rogers,  R.  N.  Aston.  H.  R.  Thomas, 
"H.  Lawrence. 

Pharmacy  Bronze  Medallists. — M.  G.  Doweon,  W.  S.  Howells,  J.  G. 
"Gordon,  E.  T.  Griffiths,  W.  Lander,  R.  K.  Aston,  H.  N.  F.  Cook, 
P.  G.  Oracknell. 

After  a  song  from  the  ever-popular  Will  Edwards,  who 
•with  other  singers,  -under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Sidney  Jamie- 
-son,  contributed  to  the  evening's  entertainment,  the'  toast  of 

"  Phaemacy  and  Pharmaceutical  Education  " 
•was  given  by  the  Chairman.  Mr.  Umney  at  once  got  into 
"the  hearts  of  his  audience  by  showing  that  his  student  days 
were  like  as  theirs  are — hard  work,  ointments  to  make,  and 
much  else  that  seemed  to  him  then  to  be,  with  examinations, 
-unnecessary  in  the  career  of  a  wholesale  druggist ;  but  his 
father  had  assured  him  that'  the  wholesale  druggist  of  the 
"future  must  be  a  scientific  man,  so  he  had  plodded  on,  and 
■done  his  best.  That  was  all  he  asked  them  to  do.  He  had 
•never  regretted  it.  During  the  twenty-six  years  he  has  been 
■connected  with  the  business  a  great  change  has  come  over 
■pharmacy,  especially  during  the  past  decade,  and  in  the 
relations  between  the  retail  pharmacist  and  wholesale  drug- 
•gist.  The  retailer  has  shifted  to  the  shoulders  of  his  whole- 
sale brother  something  that  belongs  to  the  retailer,  and, 
although  there  is  community  of  interests,  he  felt  that  such 
■shifting  of  responsibility  does  not  make  for  the  dignity  of 
"the  pharmacist,  and  it  would  be  better  if  he  would  take 
more  of  it  upon  himself,  compounding  as  far  as  the  exigen- 
cies of  modern  trading  in  pharmacy  permit.  During  the 
past  few  months,  Mr.  Umney  continued,  an  Act'  has  been 
thrust  upon  us  which  gives  us  for  the  first  time  legal  recogni- 
tion as  the  dispensers  of  medical  prescriptions.  He  com- 
mented upon  the  importance  of  this  recognition  as  a  com- 
mercial asset,  also  dealing  generally  with  the  conditions 
apoertaining  to  the^  supply  of  medicines  to  insured  persons. 
It  behoves  pharmacists,  he  said,  to  use  their  best  endeavours 
"to  justify  this  new  trust,  to  do  everything  possible  to  make 
it  work  smoothly,  especially  to  give  to  the  poor  the  same 
drugs  as  he  gives  to  the  rich,  so  that  no  complaint  may 
arise  on  any  of  these.  (Aoplause.)  There  must  be  no  possi- 
bility of  the  medical  profession  seeking  to  regain  what  at 


the  moment  appears  to  be  a  power  which  has  been,  in  his 
opinion,  most  properly  taken  from  them,  and  there  must 
be  no  question  that  the  work  now  entrusted  to  the  pharma- 
cist must  be  carried  out  in  such  fashion  as  can  occasion  no 
comment  from  what  should  be  the  sister  profession,  but 
which  latterly  has  appeared  to  be  almost  that  of  a  business 
antagonist.  Mr.  Idris,  when  President  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference,  expressed  some  very  weighty  reasons 
for  the  amending  of  the  Medical  Acts,  in  so  far  as  a  medical 
man  is  permitted  to  prescribe,  dispense,  and  to  sign  the 
death  certificate.  The  action  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex 
chequer  is  an  indication  of  possible  amendment,  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  importance  of  pharmaceutical  education  is  likely 
to  be  much  increased,  and  Mr.  Umney  nopeel  that  there  will 
be  more  work  for  the  pharmacist  than  there  has  been  during 
the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  and  that  everyone  present' 
will  strive,  whether  as  assistant  to-day  or  master  to-morrow, 
to  maintain  for  pharmacy  the  position  which  he  hoped  it 
has  now  permanently  gained.  He  also  trusted  that  the  TC' 
numeration  for  Insurance  Act  work,  if  found  to  be  too  low, 
will  be  put  upon  a  more  satisfactory  basis.  Mr.  Umney 
then  referred  to  examinations  in  relation  to  education,  and 
humorously  suggested  that  Mr.  Lucas  might  add  to  his 
courses  a  summer  one  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  medical 
men  the  art  of  prescribing.  He  was  delighted  to  hear  of 
the  success  of  the  College,  which  reflects  immense  credit  on 
Ma  Lucas.  He  also  hoped  that  all  who  had  got  through 
the  first  day  of  the  Minor  would  also  get  through  the  second, 
and  so  constitute  a  record  for  the  College.  (Applause.) 
Referring  to  the  changes  in  that,  examination,  he  said  it 
was  different  when  he  passed,  and  he  created  much  amuse- 
ment and  some  envy  among  the  students  by  telling  how. 
when  he  was  going  through  the  rooms,  his  chemistry 
examiner  was  Mr.  Carteighe.  After  he  had  begun  the  work 
Mr.  Carteighe  was  called  away  to  attend  to  some  Society 
matter.  He  was  away  for  two  hours,  and  when  he  came 
back  he  looked  at  Mr.  Umney's  notes,  and  the  candidate  was 
proceeding  to  explain  what  he  had  done,  when  the  examiner 
said,  "  Never  mind;  I  suppose  it's  all  right."  Concluding, 
Mr.  Umney  said  :  "  I  hope  that  there  may  be  present  in 
the  minds  of  all  of  you  the  idea  which  I  have  always  held  in 
mind,  that  our  education  does  not  end  with  the  passing  of 
the  particular  examination  or  examinations  which  one  has 
set  oneself  to  pass,  but  that  education  goes  on  from  day  to 
day.  and  from  year  to  year.  In  this  respect  I  would  espe- 
cially advise  all  of  you  here  to  specialise  in  some  particular 
branch  of  pharmacy  or  allied  science,  which  may  be  helpful 
both  as  a  matter  of  prestige  and  possibly  of  profit.  There 
are  now  so  many  forms  of  specialism  in  subjects  nearly  akin 
to  pharmacy  that  I  need  not  mention  them,  but  if  each 
one  of  you  sets  out  to  make  one  of  these  subjects  peculiarly 
his  own  it  cannot  fail  eventually  to  be  remunerative.  On 
that  point,  perhaps,  no  one  can  speak  with  better  authority 
than  I  can,  for  I  have  made  a  hobby  of  the  study  of  essen- 
tial oils  and  perfumery  products  for  the  past  twenty  years, 
certainly  with  no  disadvantage  to  myself,  and  I  appreciated 
the  honour  that  was  done  me  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
in  asking  me  to  lecture  last  summer  on  my  pet  subject." 
(Applause.) 

The  toast  was  associated  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Lucas, 
but  before  he  replied,  Mr.  Mills,  on  behalf  of  past  and 
present  students,  presented  to  him  a  set  of  silver  for  his 
baby  daughter,  who  was  born  on  Christmas  Eve.  Mr. -Lucas 
warmly  thanked  the  students,  and,  after  a  song  by  Miss  Elsie 
Steadman,  replied  to  the  toast,  acknowledging,  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  the  help  he  has  received  and  is  receiving 
from  his  assistants,  mentioning,  amid  applause,  the  names 
of  Attenborough,  Stanley  White.  Archer,  and  Haskett.  He 
announced  that  one  of  the  old  students  is  founding  the 
"  J.  M.  H.  Memorial  Prize,"  to  be  presented  twice  a  year- 
to  the  best  man  in  chemistry.  The  toast  of  "  Students. 
Past  and  Present'"  was  given  by  Mr.  Tyrer  in  one  of  his 
reminiscent  speeches  full  of  interest  to  students,  as  it  dealt 
with  the  student  days  of  chemists  who  have  since  become 
woild-famed,  and  he  also  dwelt  upon  the  importance  of 
thoroughness.  Mr.  R.  M.  Aston  replied.  Mr.  Archer  fol- 
lowed with  "The  Visitors,"  for  whom  Mr.  A.  E.  Holden 
responded,  incidentallv  remarking  that  he  was  pleased  to 
learn  that  the  Fairchild  Scholar  was  a  silver  medallist,  this 
fact  confirming  the  decision  of  the  Fairchild  Scholarship 
examiners  that  Mr.  Cook  was  the  best  man  in  the  fifty-four  of 
his  year.  He  also  expressed  the  hope  that  the  students  would 
attend  the  second  series  of  post-graduate  lectures  arranged 
bv  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  With  the  first  series  the 
Chairman  was  closely  identified :  it  was  a  success,  and  he 
trusted  the  second  would  be  also,  and  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  would  continue  them  for  many  years  to 
come.  The  health  of  the  Chairman  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
MacEwan.  and  enthusiastically  responded  to.  Mr.  Umney 
having  acknowledged,  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  brought  a  happy 
evening  to  a  close. 


Index   Folio  58 


Januaey  11,  1913 


THE   CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


59 


A  "  Wellcome  "  New-year  Party. 

An  enjoyable  reunion  of  the  London  employes  of  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.  took  place  on  January  3  in  the  school- 
rooms of  St.  Sepulchre's  Church,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London, 

E.  C.,  when  an  excellent  concert  was  given  by  members  of 
the  staff,  under  the  genial  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  Collett 
Smith.  Simultaneously  dancing  and  games  proceeded  with 
great  gusto  in  the  larger  hall,  with  Mr.  Edward  Linstead 
as  M.C    A  series  of  competitions  had  also  been  arranged. 

A  Social  Meeting 

of  the  Nottingham  and  Notts  Pharmaceutical  Association 
was  held  at  the  Victoria  Station  Hotel  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, January  8.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  C.  F. 
Carr  (Vice-President),  C.  E.  Reynolds,  D.  Ellis,  E.  W.  Whit- 
church, H.  C.  Prince,  A.  A.  Ringer,  F.  Ross  Sergeant, 
A.  Eberlin,  T.  Freeman,  H.  P.  Middleton,  and  W.  Gill.  The 
sole  topic  of  serious  talk  was  National  Insurance  dispensing, 
and  the  various  technicalities  thereof. 

Assistants'  Social  Evening. 

The  second  half  of  the  session  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  was  opened  at  73  Newman  Street,  London,  W., 
on  January  2,  with  a  musical  and  social  evening.  The 
company    included    Messrs.    P.    B.    Phillips  (President). 

F.  Naylor,  A.  Haigh,  W.  Roberts,  W.  P.  Styles,  C.  W. 
Gosling,  McMillan,  Kienel,  and  Jones.  '  As  is  customary  on 
these  occasions,  the  majority  of  those  present  devoted  the 
evening  to  cards,  while  the  remainder  were  satisfied  with 
the  musical  entertainment  provided  by  Messrs.  Haigh, 
Gosling,  and  Jones. 

Whist. 

The  Portsmouth  and  District  Pharmacists  held  a  very 
successful  whist-drive  at  The  Mikado,  Palmerston  Road,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  January  8,  the  whole  of  the  arrange- 
ments being  very  creditable  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Rhodes  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Entertainment  Committee.  Among 
trade  visitors  were  Mr.  Brown  (Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb, 
Ltd.),  Mr.  Hanson  (J.  F.  Wilkinson,  Manchester),  and  Mr. 
F.  Weight  (S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons).  The  prizes  were  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Baker,  wife  of  the  Vice-President,  and 
were  all  won  by  guests  of  the  pharmacists. 

Western  Cinderella. 

A  Select  Company  of  pharmacists,  their  wives  and  friends, 
numbering  about  eighty,  indulged  in  terpsichore  at  the  York 
Room,  Restaurant  Frascati,  London,  W.,  on  January  8,  the 
occasion  being  the  annual  Cinderella  dance  of  the  Western 
Pharmacists'  Association  of  London.  The  President  (Mr. 
C.  T.  Allen)  filled  the  duties  of  M.C.  Among  those  he  pre- 
sided over  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Britton,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W.  Browne,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lionel  Cooper  and  Miss  Cooper, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  W.  Crossley-Holland,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  D. 
Dixon  and  Miss  Dixon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Gulliver,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Lownsbrough,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Marshall, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Noble,  Mr.  H.  Raithbv  Procter  and  the 
Misses  Procter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  White,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  R. 
Wilkinson,  Messrs.  W.  Green,  A.  R.  Melhuish,  F.  Naylor, 
C.  Presant,  W.  Roberts,  J.  Royle,  R,  C.  Warrick,  and  R*.  W. 
Warrick.  The  conditions  proved  to  be  admirable,  the  hall 
being  just  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  dancers  con- 
veniently. The  dainty  supper  was  served  on  the  balcony, 
where  the  surroundings  reminded  one  of  fairyland.  Alto- 
gether the  Cinderella,  although  smaller  than  usual,  was  of 
a  remarkably  enjoyable  character. 


WINTER  SESSION. 

Reporters,  and  Secretaries  of  Associations  whose  meetings  are  not 
open  to  reporters,  are  requested  to  send  their  reports  to  the 
Editor  not  later  than  the  Wednesday  following-  the  meeting. 

Assistants  Union. -At  the  meeting  of  the  London 
Branch  of  tho  National  Union  of  Assistant  Pharmacists  held 
at  the  London  College  of  Pharmacy,  C'lapham  Road, 
London,  S.W.,  on  January  5,  Mr.  Edgar  Hill,  Ph.C, 
A.R.C.S.,  A. I.C.,  spoke  on  The  Need  of  a  Better  Training 
for  Pharmacists.  Apprentices  were  exhorted  to  cultivate 
a  habit  of  inquiry  and  of  reasoning  for  themselves.  The 
social  side  of  their  education  also  needed  cultivation. 

Three  Towns.-The  following  have  been  duly  elected 
officers  of  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and  District 
Association  of  Pharmacists  for  the  ensuing  year  :  President, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Ancliffc;  Vice-President,  Mr.  j".  Daw  Turnev  ; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones;  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  W.  Broom, 
36  Fore  Street,  Devonport;  Secretaries  to  Local  Pharmacists' 
Insurance  Committees— lor  Plymouth,  Mr.  Frank  J.  Barge; 
for  Devonport,  Mr.  F.  W.  Broom;  and  for  Stonehouse, 
Mr.  F.  Maitland,  J.P. 


POISONING  FATALITIES. 


Ten  deaths  consequent  upon  taking  poisons  have  been, 
chronicled  since  our  last  issue. 

Disinfectant  drunk  with  suicidal  intent  caused  the  death 
of  Edward  Albert  Newbery  (58),  caretaker,  Islington. 

Irritant  Poison. — A  verdict  of  suicide  was  found  at  the 
inquest  on  Eveline  Townley  (18),  domestic  servant,  who  died! 
from  the  effects  of  taking  an  irritant  poison. 

Laudanum. — Henry  Archbold,  bricklayer,  poisoned  him- 
self at  Monkwearmouth  with  this  opiate. 

Xarcotic-poisoning,  according  to  the  verdict  of  the- 
Coroner's  jury,  was  responsible  for  the  death  of  Irene  Rosai 
Blake  (25),  at  Streatham.  No  trace  of  the  poison  was  left 
behind,  while  inquiries  failed  to  elicit  if  deceased  had  pur- 
chased any. 

Potassium  Cyanide. — Edward  Breeze  (45),  black-and-white- 
artist,  Hackney,  poisoned  himself  with  this  chemical. 

Prassic  Acid,  was  the  suicidal  agent  used  by  Police- 
Constable  William  Teece,  who  committed  suicide  at  ther 
Tunstall  Police  Station.  Chief  Inspector  Hall  deposed  at 
the  inquest'  that  he  kept  prassic  acid  in  his  desk,  to  which 
Teece  had  access,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  stray  dogs. 
An  assistant  at  Boots,  Ltd.,  Tunstall,  stated  that  Teece  came 
to  the  shop  on  the  afternoon  of  his  death  and  asked  for 
"  Another  bottle  of  tonic,"  at  the  same  time  producing  an 
empty  bottle  which  had  contained  prussic  acid.  Witness- 
served  him,  and  he  signed  for  it. — Karl  Frost  (25),  first  foot- 
man to  Prince  Miinster  von  Derneburg,  of  Motcomb  Street,. 
London,  S.W.,  also  intentionally  ended  his  life  by  taking- 
this  poison. 

Salt  of  Lemon. — Clara  Normingt'on  (51)  killed  herself  at 
Bradford  by  taking  this  poison. — Norah  Baistow  (23)  died  as 
Nelson  from  this  form  of  poisoning. 

Strychnine  was  the  lethal  agent  used  by  a  Crutched  Friars 
warehouseman  named  Abraham  Moles  (52),  of  Walthamstow. 
He  had  access  to  the  poison  in  the  course  of  his  work. 


TRADE-MARKS. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  (obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £\)  and  lodged  with 
Mr.  W.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office, 
25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C., 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  which  the  marks 
are  desired,  for  a  list  of  which,  with  particulars  as  to  registra- 
tion, see  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  p.  444. 


{From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  December  25,  1912.) 

"  Pondevee";  for  food  substances  (42).  Bv  A.  A.  McKett, 
59-61  New  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.C.  347,319. 

Label  device  of  tower;  for  goods  (47  and  48).  By  The  Lagos* 
Stores,  Ltd.,  6  Stanley  Street,  Liverpool.  345,555/6, 

Label  device  composed  of  smokers'  requisites  and  words- 
"  Smokers'  Antiseptic  Tooth-paste"  ("Smokers'"  dis- 
claimed); for  a  dentifrice  (48).  By  T.  Christy  &  Co.,. 
Old  Swan  Lane,  London,  E.C.  346^310. 

"Plaso";  for  artificial-teeth  soap  (48).  By  A.  J.  Webb, 
90  Englewood  Road,  Clapham,  S.W.  346,403. 

"  Scala  " ;  for  perfumery,  etc.  (48).  By  D.  &  W.  Gibbs, 
Ltd.,  High  Street,  Wapping.  347.231. 

"Starpoli";  for  metal-polish  (50).  Bv  The  Star  Millin°- 
Co.,  Smethwick.  345,774. 

"  Silvate  "  ;  for  silver-plating  and  polishing  preparations- 
ISO).  By  H.  G.  Trowbridge,  147  Percv  Road.  Shepherd"--? 
Bush,  W.  346,606. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marls  Journal,"  January  1,  1913.) 

Device  including  words  "  Bacterol  Disinfectant  Company  "  : 
for  a  disinfectant  (2).  By  L.  V.  Barnabe.  16  Tavistock 
Place,  London,  W.C.  346",029. 

"  Phobrol  "  :  for  chemicals  (2).  By  the  Hoffmann-La  Roche- 
Chemical  Works,  Ltd.,  7-8  Idol  Lane,  London,  E.C. 
346,517. 

"  Birdol  " ;    for   seed-dressing    (2).     Bv   H.   W.  Denton- 
Ingham,  Cornwall  House,  Manor  Road,  Forest  Hill 
London,  S.E.  347,496. 

"  Radiogixe  "■  :  for  radioactive  fertilisers  (2).  By  Banque 
du  Radium,  15  Rue  Vignon,  Paris.  347,741. 

"  Loranzol  "  :  for  all  goods  (3  and  48).    By  H.  Lawrence 
7  Norfolk  Terrace,  Kenley.  346,855/6. 

''Do-Tee"  on  scroll:  for  a  medicine  (3).  By  Annie  Mav 
Doherty,  6  Courtland  Road,  Liverpool.  347,229. 
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"  Feneala  " :  for  an  ointment  (3).  By  T.  H.  Fenwick, 
72  East  Road,  Tylorstown,  Glam.  347,390. 

"  Koeine  "  ;  for  a  corn-cure  (3).  By  C.  S.  Handley,  29  Sach 
Road,  London,  N.E.  347,396. 

"  Hunyadi,"  "  Janos,"  and  "  Hunyadi  Janos  "  ;  for  chemi- 
cals (3).    By  A.  Saxlehner,  Budapest.  347,397/8/9. 

"  Gastbalin  " ;  for  all  goods  (3).  By  A.  Wulfing  &  Co., 
12  Chenies  Street,  London.  347,540. 

*'  Cunctator  "  ;  for  photographic  apparatus  (8).  By  Jules 
Richard,  25  Rue  Melingne,  Paris.  347,347. 

"  Kudox  " ;  for  photographic  papers  (39).  By  Kosmos 
Photographies,  Ltd.,  Letchworth.  346,912. 

"  Kymoline  "  ;  for  a  mouth-wash  (48).  By  W.  E.  Smith  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Madras,  India.  346,627. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mr.  F.  Hinks  has  acquired  the  business  of  Mr.  F. 
Sanderson,  pharmacist,  at  High  Street,  Hadlow,  Ton- 
bridge. 

Mr.  Reuben  Robinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
opened  a  high-class  modem  photographic  and  dispensing 
pnarmaey  at  134  Whitchurch  Road,  Cardiff. 

Mr.  F.  Sanderson,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Hadlow,  has  taken  over  the  business  of  Messrs.  William 
Lees,  Ltd.,  chemist-opticians,  at  12  Matlock  Road, 
Brighton. 

The  business  of  Taylors'  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  at  26  and 
27  High  Holborrr,  London,  has  (owing  to  expiry  of  lease) 
been  transferred  to  M.  Curtis  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  315  High 
Holborn,  which  is  on  the.  opposite  side  of  the  street. 


PERSONALITIES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mr.  Henry  Alfred  Cottingham,  who  is  connected 
with  the  pharmacy  at  256  High  Street,  Lincoln,  has  been 
appointed  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  A.  TJ.  McMillan,  formerly  chemist  with  Messrs. 
Cargills,  Ltd.,  Colombo,  Ceylon,  has  passed  the  First  Pro- 
fessional examination  for  M.R.C.S.  and  L.R.C.P.  Lond. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Pollexfen,  of  Heynes,  Mathew,  Ltd.,  whole- 
sale druggists,  Cape  Town,  is  paying  a  brief  visit  to  Eng- 
land, and  letters  for  him  may  be  addressed  to  the 
C.  &  D.  Office,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G. 

Mr.  Max  Muspratt,  F.C.S.,  was  mentioned  as  likely 
to  be  Liberal  candidate  in  the  Parliamentary  election  for 
Flint  Boroughs,  but  withdrew  in  favour  of  another  candi- 
date. The  seat  wa6  formerly  held  by  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris, 
J.  P. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Brocklebank,  65  Duke  Street,  Darlington, 
for  many  years  North-east  Coast  representative  for  J.  F. 
Wilkinson,  Manchester,  will  take  up  the  agency  for  Honore 
Payan,  of  Grasse,  from  February  1  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  north  of  London. 

Sir  Sydney  Olivier,  K.C.M.G.,  Governor  of  Jamaica, 
has  been  appointed  to  be  Permanent  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  succession  to  Sir  T.  H. 
Elliott.  Sir  Sydney  Olivier,  after  graduating  at  Oxford, 
entered  the  Colonial  Office  (heading  the  open  competition) 
in  1882,  and  his  progress  in  the  Service  has  been  excep- 
tional in  distinction  and  rapidity; 

Sir  Henry  Roscoe  was  eighty  on  Tuesday,  January  7. 
An  address  on  behalf  of  a  number  of  his  old  pupils  was 
presented  to  him  at  his  country  house  at  West  Horsley. 
Sir  Edward  Thorpe,  Professor  Bedson,  Professor 
Smithells,  and  Dr.  Charles  Keane  were  members  of  the 
deputation,  and  the  fir6t-named  read  the  address,  which 
was  signed  by  several  hundred  old  pupils  of  Sir  Henry's. 
A  fund  is  being  raised  to  place  a  bust  of  Sir  Henry  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Chemical  Society  at  Burlington  House. 


London  Drug  Statistics. 


The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  sup- 
plied by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and 
deliveries  of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the 
London  public  warehouses  for  the  month  of  December,  and 
to  the  stocks  on  December  31,  1912  : 


December 

Stocks 

1912 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1912 

1911 

Imprtd. 

Delivd. 

Cardamoms    ...  ,, 
Cascara  sagrada  tons 

Dragon's-blood  pkgs. 

Galls  

Gums — 
Ammoniacum  ,, 

Asafetida   ,, 

Benzoin   ,, 

Damar   „ 

Gamboge  

Guaiacum  

Myrrh,  B.I  , 

Tragacanth....  „ 
Ipecacuanha — 
Cartagena  ...  „ 
B.I.  (Johore)  „ 
Matto  Grosso  M 

Nux  vomica.. ..pkgs. 
Oils- 

150 

402 
10 
86 
1,063 
200 

565 
108 

•  24 

32 
2,716 
141 
215 
3,489 
388 
22 

53 

42 

86 
314 

4 

13 
10 

88 

10 

8 
76 
87 
277 
6 
938 
390 
45 
180 
3,994 
16 

106 
1 

345 
4 
43 
936 
186 
10 
304 
9 
5 
11 
79 

21 
115 
1,222 
65 
128 
4,151 
613 
18 

74 

61 

78 
79 
1,343 

1 

16 
10 
5 

28 
37 

10 
8 
74 
183 
628 
7 

13,394 
57 
58 
346 
2,852 
il 

1,129 
1,464 

2,949 
125 

2,450 

1.602 
626 
275 

3,533 
L81 
74 
110 

2,249 

21 

335 
8,584 
1,590 

its 

11,543 
5,152 
118 
30 
157 
59 
14 
475 
1,320 
|453 
6.663 

19 

33 
115 

59 
294 
316 

10 
52 
188 
389 
22.1C0 
71 

223.775 
1,226 
211 
2,100 
98,420 
477 

1,312 

1,092 
75 

2.576 
249 

1,303 

1,969 
798 
29  i 

4,036 
344 
168 
125 

1.938 

4 
437 
4,981 
669 
296 
23,837 
4.566 
137 
38 
381 
23 
20 
418 
638 
562 
3,318 

23 
34 
49 
39 
75 
124 

27 
37 
211 
284 
1,550 
33 

222,365 
296 
224 
2,328 

1C0.488 
340 

1,561 

666 

10\905 
155 
2,849 
9,766 
2,815 
117 
5,469 
427 
455 
225 
4,011 

92 
1,093 
15,374 
2,454 
2,600 
38,316 
9,524 
177 
29 
1,290 
76 
15 
514 
1,456 
1,233 
22,418 

68 
115 
211 
154 
492 
1,262 

86 
101 
1,165 
2,034 
7,765 
221 
87  050 
1,481 
832 
4,605 
43,761 
565 

1,722 
294 
75 
10,531 
329 
1,661 
10,107 
2,948 
145 
5,964 
490 
548 
240 
3.700 

14* 

I,  074 

II,  769 
1,597 
2,138 

50,657 
9.108 
196 
37 
1,436 
23 
21 
457 
774 
1,226 
19,082 

72 
116 
145 
134 
264 
1,026 

83 
86 
1,229 
1.828 
7.188 
181 
85.647 
551 
845 
4.823 
45.829 
415 

Wax— 

740 

1,120 

2,169 

1,848 

7.900 

7,309 

Vegetable  ...  ,, 

140 

110 

619 

547 

1,001 

929 

*  Stocks  of  essential  oils  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's 
Quay  are  not  included, 
t  Corrected.   


NEW  BOOKS. 


Bigelow,  S.  L.  Theoretical  and  Physical  Chemistry. 
8vo.    7s.  6cZ.  net.  (Duckworth.) 

Miller,  H.  C.  Hypnotism  and  Disease:  A  Plea  for 
Rational  Psychotherapy.  7|x4|.  Pp.  252.  5s.  net. 
(Unwin.) 

Pye's  Surgical  Handicraft:  A  Manual  of  Surgical 
Manipulations,  etc.  Edited  by  W.  H.  Clayton-Greene. 
6th  edit.    8fx5i.    Pp.  612.    12s.  bd.  net.  (Simpkin.) 

The  Prescriber :  A  Monthly  Journal  dealing  with  Thera- 
peutics and  Treatment.  Edited  by  Thos.  Stephenson,  Ph.C, 
F.C.S.  Vol.  VI.  8£x5i  Pp.  334.  ("The  Prescriber," 
137  George  Street,  Edinburgh.)  (This  is  a  bound  volume 
of  numbers  of  "  The  Prescriber  "  which  were  issued  in  1912. 
It  contains  a  good  deal  of  useful  matter  which  chemists  will 
find  it  an  advantage  to  have  at  hand  for  reference  purposes. 
A  good  index  makes  it  easy  to  refer  to  the  information. 
Features  of  this  publication  are  the  formulae  and  lists  of 
new  remedies.] 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  Quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  January  9. 

BUSINESS  has  not  yet  fully  developed  in  the  chemical 
and  drug  markets,  the  influence  of  stocktaking 
operations  still  heing  observable  in  several  quarters.  The 
fact  that  a  first  drug-auction  of  the  year  was  held  this 
week  has,  however,  helped  to  swell  the  volume  of  trading. 
The  outstanding  features  have  been  a  further  advance 
in  quicksilver,  but  mercurials  are  unchanged.  Quinine 
continues  in  good  demand  from  second-hands  at  again 
firmer  prices.  Clove  oil  has  advanced  a  further  2d.  fol- 
lowing on  the  spice,  and  sandalwood  oil  is  very  firm. 
Lemon  oil  has  sold  at  famine  prices  on  spot.  Opium  is 
still  tending  easier,  but  morphine-makers  are  busy. 
Bromides  are  firm,  but  no  advance  is  looked  for  on  this 
side  at  the  moment.  Chamomiles  are  quiet  but  steady, 
lycopodium  easy,  and  copaiba  in  jobbing  demand.  Milk- 
sugar  is  easier  for  contracts.  Canary-seed  is  firm  but 
quiet,  and  linseed  rather  lower.  Among  the  heavy 
chemicals,  benzols  and  lead  salts  are  easier.  Potashes 
are  firm.    The  principal  changes  have  been  as  under  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Clove  oil 

Calumba 

Benzoin  [Sam. 

Aloes  Cape) 

Cloves 

Shellac 

.Benzols 

Glucose 

Lime-juice 

Tarpeiitine 

Capsicums 

Linseed 

Quicksilver 

Cardamoms 

Maize- starch 

Qui  nine 

Cassia  lignea 
Lead  salts 
Linseed  oil 
il  f-nthol 
Milk-sugar 
Ooium 

Rosin 

London  Markets. 

Acetone  is  very  firm,  with  a  limited  quantity  of 
Government  specification  quality  offering  at  80/.  per  ton : 
from  the  Continent  857.  is  quoted  in  one  quarter. 

Aniseed  is  quoted  24-?.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  common  Eussian 
and  26-?.  for  good  new  crop.  Spanish  is  offering  at  33-?. 
per  cwt. 

Arsenic. — Best  white  English  powder  is  steady  at  251. 
per  ton  in  barrels  and  267.  in  kegs.  Small  parcels  of 
Continental  and  Colonial  arsenic  are  offered  at  slightly 
below  these  prices. 

Beegamot  Oil.  is  unchanged  at  27*.  per  lb.  net  c.i.f., 
and  on  the  spot  the  value  is  about  29?. 

Caxart-seed  is  firm  but  quiet  at-  77-?.  per  quarter  for 
ordinary  Morocco  and  Turkish  and  79?.  for  good  Morocco. 
Good  to  fine  Spanish  is  quoted  88-?.  to  92?.  6c7.  per 
quarter. 

Capsicums. — At  auction  419  bags  Xyasaland  offered,  and 
115  sold  at  from  IS?,  to  20?.  6c?. 

Caraway-seed  is  slow  of  sale  at  29-?.  to  30?.  per  cwt. 
for  fair  to  good  Dutch  on  the  spot. 

Carbolic  Acid. — Makers"  quotations  are  from  6d.  to 
6£rf.  per  lb.  for  39°  to  40°  C,  and  Sid.  to  6d.  for  35°  C. 
Crude  60  per  cent,  is  2#.  Id.  to  2*.  2d.,  either  East  or 
"West  Coast. 

Cassia  Lignea. — At  auction  134  boxes  fair  selected  sold 
without  reserve  at  37$. 


Chamomiles  are  quiet,  but  steady :  the  bulk  of  what  is 
offering  from  Belgium  is  said  to  be  of  brown  rough 
quality.  The  values  are  from  75?.  to  85?.,  and  dark 
brown  at  70?.  c.i.f. 

Chillies. — At  auction  40  bags  Japanese  were  bought  in 
at  55?.  for  good  red. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  from  Java  to  Europe  during 
December  1912  amounted  to  1.186.000  Amst.  lb.,  against 
1.188.000  Amst.  lb.  in  1911.  The  total  shipments  during 
1912  amount  to  16.190.000  Amst.  lb.,  against  16.616.000 
A.  lb.  in  1911,  18,043,000  A.  lb.  in  1910,  and  15,736.000 
A.  lb.  in  1909.  In  the  drug-auction  28  bales  of  good  broken 
Loxa  quill  were  held  at  1?.  per  lb.,  a  bid  of  10c?.  being 
refused. 

Clove  Oil. — The  English  distillers  announce  a  further 
advance  of  2d.  per  lb.,  makine  the  quotation  5?.  lid.  and 
12  W.  qts.  5?.  9c?.  per  lb. 

Cloves. — At  auction  7  cases  Penang  were  bought  in 
at  1?.  2d.  for  fair,  and  20  bales  Zanzibar  stems  at  Z^d. 
Privately,  Zanzibar  have  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  from 
10c?.  to  lO^rf.,  with  10^c?.  asked,  this  being  the  value  at 
the  close.  For  deliverv  the  sales  include  January-March 
at  lOd.  to  lO&rf.,  March-May  IQ^d.  to  lO^c?.  to  10-^.,  and 
June- August  10ft?.  :  January-March  shipment  is  quoted 
lO^c?.  c.i.f.,  delivered  weight. 

Coca-leaves. — The  exports  from  Java  to  Europe  during 
December  1912  amounted  to  1,869  packages. 

Cod-liver  Oil.- — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  that 
the  market  is  quite  unchanged  at  the  previous  quotation 
of  67.?.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  for  finest  non-congealing  oil.  In 
London  agents'  quotations  vary  between  68-s-.  and  71?. 
c.Lf. 

Copaiba  is  in  jobbing  demand,  filtered  B.P.  offering  at 
2*.  per  lb. 

Copper  Sclpbate  is  steady  at  24?.  17?.  6d.  to  257.  per 
ton  for  the  usual  Liverpool  brands  for  prompt,  and  257.  10-?. 
for  February-March  delivery.  In  London,  from  257.  7?.  6d. 
to  257.  10?. "is  quoted. 

Coriander-seed  is  unchanged  at  11?.  per  cwt.  for  com- 
mon and  11-?.  6t7.  for  good  Morocco. 

Ctimlx-seed  is  in  plentiful  supply,  but  the  demand  is 
slow.  Good  Morocco  is  quoted  22-?.  per  cwt.,  but  common 
and  wormy  can  be  bought  at  a  lower  price. 

Fennel-seed  is  offering  at  18-?.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary 
East  Indian  on  the  spot. 

Fenugreek-seed. — Although  there  is  little  demand,  the 
price  is  unaltered  at  9?.  6c?.  per  cwt.  for  fair  Morocco. 

Ginger. — Quiet.  At  auction  145  bags  washed  rough 
Cochin  were  bought  in  at  35?.,  a  few  wormy  selling  at  28-?. 
Eighty  bags  limed  Japan  sold  without  reserve  at  23?. 
reweights. 

Glucose  has  declined  a  further  3c7.  per  cwt.,  making 
the  spot  price  of  liquid  10?.  7^d.  :  solid  is  unchanged  at 
from  11*.  3c?.  to  11-?.  9d. 

Lemon  Oil. — Arrivals  are  now  taking  place  from  Sicily 
on  a  more  liberal  scale,  and  consumers'  wants  have  been 
somewhat  relieved.  From  10-?.  to  10-?.  6c?.  represents  the 
spot  values,  but  the  feeling  in  several  quarters  is  that  top 
prices  have  now  been  reached ;  prompt  shipment  from 
Sicily  is  quoted  from  9?.  6(7.  to  10?.  6d.  c.i.f.,  but  mostly 
without  engagement. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  January  4  states  that  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  December  part  of  the  forward  contracts  has  not 
passed  off  free  from  difficulties,  and  many  of  the  sellers  of 
these  contracts  did  not  meet  their  engagements.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  at  present  what  influence  this  will  have 
on  prices,  but  what  is  certain  is  that  the  quantity  of  new 
oil  which  was  pressed  in  December  is  really  a  failure  as 
compared  with  the  average  at  the  same  period  of  previous 
seasons.  This  shortage,  over  and  above  the  scantiness  of 
the  lemon-crop,  may  be  caused  by  the  very  bad  weather 
during  December,  which  retarded  the  development  of  the 
fruit  and  prevented  gathering.  The  weather  has  since  im- 
proved, and  it  is  hoped  the  production  of  oil  will  increase. 
No  quotation  can  be  given  really  representing  the  market 
value,  nor  can  a  normal  resumption  of  business  be  antici- 
pated in  the  near  future. 

Lime-juice. — Prices  have  recently  advanced  from  3c?. 
to  4rf.  per  gal.,  good  offering  at  from  1?.  2d.  to  1?.  3c?. 
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and  inferior  at  10c/.   upwards — this  m  consequence 
some  rather  large  operations. 

Linseed  is  rather  lower  at  58s.  to  60s.  per  quarter  for 
good  quality. 

Lycopodium  has  a,  continued  easy  tone,  treble-sifted 
offering  at  Is.  9d.  c.i.f. 

Mace. — At  auction  21  packages  W.I.  partly  sold  at 
2s.  Ad.  for  pale,  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  3d.  for  ordinary  to  fair, 
and  Is.  9c/.  to  Is.  lid.  for  broken. 

Maize  Starch  is  lower  at  from  9s.  9d.  to  10, 
on  the  spot  for  powdered. 

Menthol. — The  nominal  price  on  spot  is  from  30s.  to 
31s.  per  lb. ,  and  sellers  of  Kobayashi-Suzuki  quote  January- 
March  shipment  with  equal  quantity  of  oil  at  30s.  c.i.f. 
The  s.s.  lyo  Maru  has  brought  10  cases  from  Yokohama 
and  25  cases  from  Kobe;  the  Bianca  has  brought  10 
cases  via  Hamburg.  For  January-February  shipment 
(crystals  alone)  there  is  a  seller  of  Kobayashi  at  25s.  c.i.f. 

Milk-sugar  is  easier,  with  offers  to  book  contracts  at 
from  587.  10s.  to  591.  for  best  white  powder. 

Morphine. — The  makers'  quotation  for  hydrochloride 
powder  is  about  10s.  lOd.  per  oz.  in  contract  quantities, 
but  delivery  cannot  be  guaranteed  before  the  end  of 
February. 

Opium. — With  the  market  in  the  present  unsettled  con- 
dition there  is  little  disposition  to  operate,  and  buyers 
only  come  into  the  mtirket  to  cover  immediate  necessities. 
Reports  of  frost  have  been  received  from  the  Interior,  but 
no  importance  is  attributed  to  them.  Good  druggists'  on 
the  spot  is  quoted  at  20s.  per  lb.,  but  the  demand  is  quite 
retail.  Hadjikeni  of  extra  good  test  has  been  sold  at 
27s.  for  export. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  December  27  that'  the 
market  has  been  again  very  active  with  purchases  for  the 
U.S.A.  In  all  some  73  cases  changed  hands,  at  from  16s.  6d.  to 
18s.  lOd.  for  current  8|  per  cent,  to  10  per  cent.,  and  from 
19s.  3d.  to  _  20s.  4c7.  for  higher  test.  Sellers  are  determined 
to  maintain  the  position,  as  it  is  well  known  we  are 
far  short  of  our  average  in  the  sowings,  and  in  Salonica 
there  are  practically  none  at  all.  We  are  afraid  a  reaction 
will  set  in  after  the  Greek  and  Armenian  holidays  are  over, 
and  higher  prices  will  be  established  by  the  middle  of  next 
month.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount  to  2,154  cases, 
against  1.058  cases  at  same  date  last  year. — A  Constantinople 
correspondent  writes  on  December  28  that  the  sales  for  the 
week  amount  to  21  cases  druggists'  at  from  260  to  270  ptrs., 
and  10  cases  "  soft  "  at  from  275  to  290  to  330  ptrs.  per 
oke,  according  to  quality ;  market  is  quiet.  With  regard  to 
the  next  crops,  telegrams  from  the  interior  report  frosts  at 
Akcheir,  but  not  much  importance  is  attached  to  this  at  the 
moment. 

Orange  Oil. — Sweet  for  prompt  shipment  from  Sicily 
is  quoted  9s.  3c?.  to  9s.  6d.  c.i.f. 

A  Palermo  advice  of  January  4  reports  no  change,  and 
quotes  9s.  lgcZ.  c.i.f.  for  bitter. 

Pepper. — At  auction,  79  bags  Singapore  were  bought 
in  at  5±d.,  and  50  bags  Java  sold  at  4£c7.  for  fair  and 
4§c7.  for  greyish  ;  privately,  sellers  of  fair  Singapore  ask 
5^d.  ;  at  auction  58  bags  white  Singapore  were  bought 
in  at  8f  c/.  ;  privately,  8^d.  is  quoted  for  fair  and 
for  Muntok. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Quotations  for  American  tin  oil  are 
from  lis.  6d.  to  lis.  9d.,  and  for  H.G.H.  15s.  is  wanted. 
Private  advices  call  the  market  very  firm  in  U.S.A.,  and 
some  agents  have  received  instructions  to  sell  limited 
quantities  only.  Japanese  is  quiet  at  from  6s.  11<Z.  to  7s. 
spot,  with  fair  arrivals;  to  arrive  6s.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

Pimento. — At  auction  117  bags  were  bought  in  at  2J,-c7. 
per  lb. ;  privately  20s.  c.i.f.  is  quoted  for  distant  ship- 
ment. 

Pine-needle  Oil  continues  to  find  an  increasing  con- 
sumption, and  for  the  best  quality  of  Siberian  the  value 
is  about  Is.  4c7.  per  lb.  net. 

Potashes. — Montreal  are  firm,  first  sorts  offering  at 
38s.  6c/.  and  seconds  at  36s.  6d.    New  York  are  nominal. 

Quicksilver. — The  principal  importers  advanced  their 
price  to  11.  15s.  per  bottle  on  Monday,  and  in  second- 
hands  11.  10s.  is  quoted.    Mercurials  are  unaltered. 


of 


per  cwt. 


Quillaia  is  firm  and  scarce  in  Liverpool  at  28?.  per  ton 
ex  store. 

Quinine  is  firmer,  and  a  very  fair  business  has  been 
done  from  second-hands,  both  for  export  and  speculative- 
account,  the  latter  no  doubt  being  in  ' '  intelligent 
anticipation "  of  the  agreement  between  planters  and 
makers  being  signed.  The  sales  include  B.  &  S.  and  (or). 
Brunswick  at  9^c7.  for  recent  import,  9jc7.  for  old,  and 
March-April  9f  d.  and  May-June  delivery  at  9^d. ; 
15,000  oz.  Java  have  also  been  done  at  9d.  to  9gc7.  The 
German  makers  price  is  9§c7.  nominal,  but  with  second- 
hands  approaching  this  figure,  their  position  would  have 
to  be  reconsidered. 

The  landings  in  London  during  December  were  15,008  oz. 
and  the  deliveries  214,304  oz.,  leaving  a  stock  on  December  31 
of  3,580,400  oz.,  against  3,557,840  oz.  in  1911. 

Sandalwood  Oil  remains  very  firm,  practically  all  the> 
English  distillers  quoting  23s. 

Shellac  is  firmer,  with  a  better  business  on  the  spot, 
chiefly  in  Button.  Standard  TN  on  the  spot  is  quoted 
on  a  basis  of  72s.,  AC  Garnet  at  67s.  6c/..  and  G.A.L. 
at  64s.,  which  has  been  paid  for  free.  January-February 
shipment  of  TN  is  quoted  nominally  at  72s.,  and  AC 
Garnet  at  70s.  c.i.f.    Futures  are  firmer. 

Tragacanth. — The  British  Consul  at  Bunder  Abbas, 
Persian  Gulf,  in  his  annual  report  for  1911-12  states  that 
tragacanth  is  exported  from  Yezd  and  Kerman.  In 
1910-11  gum  from  Bunder  Abbas  found  a  ready  6ale  on 
the  London  market  at  remunerative  prices;  hence  this 
year  (1911-12)  much  larger  consignments  were  sent  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  Consul  is  informed,  however, 
that  the  price  in  London  had  since  declined,  and  conse- 
quently the  venture  was  not  successful  and  is  unlikely  to- 
be  repeated.  The  local  prices  ranged  between  10  and 
13  krans  per  maund  [53.75  krans  =  l/.  (average  1911-12); 
maund  — 6^  lb.] 

Turpentine. — American  closes  at  3,2s.  on  the  spot, 
being  9c/.  higher  on  the  week. 

Wax,  Japan. — Small  sales  of  good  squares  have  been 
made  on  spot  at  47s. ;  to  arrive,  the  quotation  is  42s.  6c7. 
c.i.f. 

London  Drug=auctions. 

Commercial  Sale  Booms, 

Mincing  Lane,  "E.G.,  January  9. 
As  is  usually  the  case  at  the,  opening  auctions  of  the  year, 
fair  supplies  were  brought  forward,  but  bids  were  slow  in 
forthcoming,  and  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  offerings- 
changed  hands,  as  private  business  has  not  yet  fully  de- 
veloped after  the  stocktaking  operations.  Price  alterations- 
were  very  few,  including  a  decline  of  about  Is.  to  Is.  6cL 
per  cwt.  in  Cape  aloes ;  steady  prices  were  paid  for  good 
Zanzibar  in  monkey-skins,  and  for  block  on  leaves.  Sumatra 
benzoin  was  rather  easier  for  common  quality.  Buchu  was 
neglected.  Cardamoms  tended  easier,  but  the  lots  were- 
limited  in  choice.  Calumba  firmer  for  good  sorts :  chiretta 
still  in  heavy  supply.  Mixed  reboiled  dragon's-blood  was 
neglected,  and  trifling  sales  of  Siam  gamboge  were  made- 
at  steady  rates.  Guaiaeum  brought  firm  prices.  Honey 
quiet,  and  ipecacuanha  tending  easier  in  the  absence  of 
demand.  Myrrh  and  rhubarb  steady.  Grey  Jamaica  sarsa- 
parilla  brought  full  to  rather  firmer  rates,  considering 
quality,  native  being  neglected.  Tinnevelly  senna  firm,  with 
quality  very  poor.  Turmeric  plentiful  and  neglected,  and 
beeswax  dull  of  sale.  The  following  table  shows  the  quan- 
tity of  goods  offered  and  sold  : 

Sold 
,  2 


Offered  Sold 

Aloes — 

Cape    95  ...  73 

Socotrine   65  ...  10 

Zanzibar    34  ...  5 

Ammoniacum    26  ...  0 

Annatto-seed    31  ...  0 

Apricot-kernels  ...  20  ...  0 

Araroba   6  ...  0 

Asafetida   16  ...  0 

Bael-fruit   5  ...  0 

Balsam  peru    2  ...  0 

Balsam  tolu   5  ...  0 

Bay  oil    3  ...  1 

Benzoin — 

Siam    6  ...  0 

Sumatra    146  ...  14 


Offered 

Buchu    49  ... 

Calabar  beans   2  .. 

Calumba                   217  ...  28 

Canella  alba               8  ...  0" 

Cannabis  indica  ...    55  ...  0 

Cardamoms  &  seed  169  ...  36 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  180  ...  0> 

Cascarilla                  9  ...  9 

Cassia  fistula             22  ...  0 

Cassia  oil                  10  ...  0 

Chiretta                 126  ...  0 

Cinchona                   69  ...  0' 

Cinnamon  oil             25  ...  *2 

Coca-leaves                 5  ...  6 

Colocynth  and  pulp   25  ...  12 

Cubebs                     24  ...  G> 


*  Sold  privately, 
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Offered 

Cuttlefish-bone  ...  39  . 

Dragon's-blood......  34  . 

Elemi   19  . 

Ergot   7  . 

Eucalyptus  oil   143  . 

Galbanum   10  . 

<Gambier    73  . 

Gamboge    30  . 

Gingergrass  oil 

(pots)  2  . 

Guaiacum  .„   6  . 

Gum  acacia   239  . 

Gurjun  oil   30  . 

Honey — 

Calif   101  . 

Cuban   49  . 

Dominican    1  . 

Horehound  herb  11  . 

Jamaica   8  . 

St.  Lucia    54  . 

Ipecacuanha — 

Matto  Grosso  ...  15  . 

Minas    7  . 

Jalap   4  . 

Jambul-seed  (tins)  3  . 

tCamala   18  . 

Kava-kava    34  . 

Kino    5  . 

Kola    2  . 

Lemongrass  oil  ...  11  .. 

Lime-juice    10  . 

Lime  oil   10  . 

Musk   4  . 

Myrrh   150  . 

ISux  vomica..   264  . 

Orris — 

Florentine    12  . 

Mogador    5  . 


Sold 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  2 

.  0 

.  4 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  7 

.  1 

.  0 

.  0 

.  10 

.  0 

-  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  2 

.  0 

.  0 

.  3 

.  0 

.  5 

.  0 

.  0 

•  0 


Offered 

Olibanum   22  ., 

Orange-peel   9  .. 

Papain   5  .. 

Pareira  brava    32  .. 

Puree   8  .. 

Putcha-leaves   28  .. 

Rhapontica-root ...  10  .. 
Rhubarb  (China)...    60  .. 

Rose  oil   (pots)     2  .. 

Sandalwood-chips  .  42  .. 
Sarsaparilla — 

Grey  Jam   4  ., 

Honduras   2  .. 

Mexican   10  ., 

Native  Jam   14  .. 

Scammonium    2  .. 

Seedlac   154  .. 

Senna  and  pods — 

Alexandrian          40  .. 

Tinnevelly    180  ., 

Simaruba-bark   ...    11  .. 

Squill   10  .. 

Tamarinds    30  ., 

Thyme- seed    150  .. 

Tonka-beans    2  .. 

Tragacanth    8  .. 

Turmeric    643  .. 

Wax  (Bees')— 

Abyssinian    8  .. 

China   20  .. 

East  African          18  .. 

East  Indian         119  .. 

Jamaica   2  .. 

Madagascar          147  .. 

Mogador    11  ., 

Mozambique   13  . 

S.  Domingo    3  . 

West  Indian   3  . 


Sold 
.  0 
.  9 
.  0 

.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  9 
.  0 
.  0 

.  4 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  *5 
.  140 
.  0 
.  5 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
.  0 


0 
18 
31 
2 
21 
0 
0 
0 
3 


Aloes. — Cape  met  with  a  decline  of  from  Is.  to  Is.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  selling  as ,  follows :  Mossel  Bay  (20-per-cent. 
tares),  fine  bright  hard  firsts,  38s. ;  good  firsts,  36s.  6cZ.  to 
37s.  ;  good  seconds,  part  slightly  coarse,  34s.  6d.  to 
35s.  6d. ;  dull  part  cindery  seconds,  32s.  to  32s.  6d.  ; 
common  drossy  broken  and  dusty,  30s.;  softish  and  dull, 
,30s..;  and  inferior  dull,  28s.  Four  cases  of  fair  hard 
Zanzibar  hepatic  in  monkey -skins  sold  at  72  s.,  and  for  a 
case  of  good  hard  block  on  leaves  80s.  was  paid,  being 
steady.  Ten  kegs  of  fair  pale  pasty  Socotrine  sold  with- 
out reserve  at  59s.,  being  cheap. 

Araroba. — A  lot  of  six  barrels  analysing  52.8-per-cent. 
■chrysarobin  (Hehner)  was  limited  at  Is.  lid.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Toltj. — Five  cases  were  limited  at  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 
for  softish  and  part  drossy. 

Bay  Oil. — A  single  case  of  West  Indian  distilled  sold  at 
lis.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Quiet.  Two  cases  of  Sumatra  sold  at  81.  5s. 
per  cwt.  for  good  fair  seconds  well  packed  with  white 
almonds  in  streaks,  and  for  12  cases  of  common  false 
'  packed  seconds  5/.  10s.  was  paid  ;  5?.  7s.  6d.  was  refused 
-for  good  thirds,  and  a  bid  of  97s.  6d.  is  to  be  submitted 
for  common  thirds.  The  arrivals  of  benzoin  include 
34  cases  from  Singapore  and  25  from  Penang,  per  Thesus. 

Btjchu-leaves  were  neglected,  no  business  being  done  in 
round  green,  the  value  of  which  was  from  5s.  6d.  to 
6s.  3<Z.  per  lb.  according  to  quality.  Ovals  were  limited 
at  from  Is.  Qd.  to  2s.  per  lb.  for  yellow  to  greenish.  A 
bale  of  ovals  with  chopped  stems  sold  without  reserve  at 
Is.  per  lb. 

Calabar-beans. — Two  bags  sold  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Caltjmba  was  rather  firmer,  28  bags  being  disposed  of  at 
19s.  for  small  to  bold,  native  washed,  good  yellowish  sorts, 
and  13s.  for  ordinary  part  shrivelled  sorts. 

Cardamoms  were  flat,  with  an  easier  tendency,  but  the 
choice  of  quality  -was  limited.  Ceylon-Mysore,  good  bold 
jjale,  sold  at  5s.  4c?.  to  5s.  6c?.  ;  medium  and  bold  pale, 
-5s.  2d.  to  5s.  4c?.  ;  small  and  medium  pale,  4s.  9c?.  to  5s. ; 
small  pale,  4s.  to  4s.  3c?. ;  ordinary  to  good  splits  and 
pickings,  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  11c?. ;  dull  grey  seed  partly  split, 
3s.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — A  parcel  of  80  bags  of  fair  imported 
in  October  1912  was  limited  at  35s.  Privately,  sellers  ask 
■32.?.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 


Cascarilla,  which  has  been  exceedingly  scarce  for  some 
time  past,  was  offered  to  the  extent  of  6  bales  which  had 
been  sea-damaged.  Lean  damp  and  stringy  quill  sold  at 
from  54s.  to  58s.,  ordinary  dull  at  48s.,  fair  wet  sif tings 
at  16s.,  and  dark  wet  at  10s.  per  cwt. 

Colocynth. — Twelve  bales  of  common  pulp  sold  at  from 
4c?.  to  5^d.  per  lb.,  without  reserve,  for  Persian. 

Dragon's-blood. — A  new  lot  of  8  cases  fair  unsorted 
part  reboiled  lump,  mixed  with  inferior,  was  bought  in  at 
the  nominal  value  of  121.,  a  bid  of  101.  10s.  apparently 
being  refused.  Inferior  pickings  from  the  same  were  held 
at  61.  10s.  Four  cases  of  damp  bag-shaped  lump  of  fail- 
colour  were  bought  in  at  51.  10s. 

Ergot. — Four  bags  clean  sound  Russian  were  limited  at 
4s.  3d.,  and  3  bags  slightly  wormy  small  Spanish  at  6s.  3c/. 
Privately,  from  3s.  8d.  to  3s.  9c?.  c.i.f.  is  quoted  to  arrive 
for  German  or  Russian. 

Gamboge. — Steady,  a  case  of  very  fair  Siam  pipe,  slightly 
blocky,  selling  at  14/.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Guaiacum  sold  at  good  but  irregular  prices,  2  barrels  of 
fair  part  drossy  block  selling  at  Is.  2d.,  and  2  barrels  of 
fair  broken  block,  part  good  loo3e  tear,  at  Is.  2c?.  also. 

Gtjm  Acacia. — Privately  fair  to  good  pale  soft  Kordof an 
is  offered  at  from  57s.  6c?.  to  65s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot ; 
in  auction  several  parcels  of  this  description  were  bought 
in  at  from  62s.  to  66s.  ;  fair  glassy  Aden  sorts  were  held 
at  32s.  6d. 

Honey. — Slow.  Ten  cases  dull  setting  brown  St.  Lucia 
sold  at  26s.,  and  of  Cuban  seven  casks  fair  brown  set 
realised  28s.,  dark  going  at  24s.  per  cwt. ;  a  case  of  com- 
mon dark  Dominica  sold  at  26s. ;  101  cases  California!! 
were  bought  in  at  from  37s.  to  48s.,  the  latter  price  being- 
wanted  at  good  set  white. 

Horehound-herb. — For  eleven  bales  a  bid  of  16s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  is  to  be  submitted. 

Ipecacuanha. — Although  a  fair  supply  was  offered,  no 
business  was  done.  Fair  stout  Matto  Grosso  was  obtain- 
able at  8s.  9c?.  and  fair  cultivated  Minas  at  8s.  4c?.  per  lb. 
The  Thesus  from  Port  Swettenham  has  brought  45  bales 
of  Johore. 

Kava-kava. — A  lot  of  34  bags  nice  peeled  root,  imported 
via  Auckland  (probably  from  Honolulu),  was  bought  in  at 
Is.  per  lb;  a  little  has  been  sold  privately  since  the  sale. 

Kola. — Two  bags  of  small  to  medium  Grenada  halves 
dried  sold  at  5d.  per  lb.,  and  in  the  spice-auction  four 
bags  of  dried  West  Indian  sold  at  from  Ad.  to  4§c?. 

Lemongrass  Oil. — Two  cases  Winters'  brand  were 
limited  at  5d.  per  oz.  ;  for  seven  cases,  74.5  per  cent, 
citral,  and  two  drums,  76  per  cent.,  4c?.  per  oz.  was  the 
limit. 

Lime  Oil. — In  auction  three  cases  of  good  West  Indian 
distilled  sold  at  Is.  2^d.  per  lb.  Privately,  hand-pressed 
is  quoted  at  8s.  and  distilled  at  about  Is.  4c?.  per  lb. 

Myrrh. — Steady ;  three  bales  bold  sittings  sold  at  44s. 
and  two  bales  of  dust  went  at  28s.  Fair  small  to  bold 
native  picked  Aden  sorts  were  bought  in  at  65s.,  a  bid 
of  60s.  being  refused. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  parcel  of  96  bags  pale  unwashed 
Madras  seed  was  held  at  9s.  per  cwt. 

Orange-peel. — Nine  cases  of  ordinary  dull  thin  Maltese 
strip  sold  without  reserve  at  from  Id.  to  71c?. 

Orris. — Five  bags  of  small  to  bold  fairly  plump  Mogador 
were  limited  at  50s.,  a  bid  of  47s.  being  refused,  and  for 
12  bags  of  good  pal©  Florentine  57s.  6c?.  was  wanted. 

Rhubarb. — Quiet.  A  case  of  medium  to  bold  flat  Shensi, 
part  slightly  roughly  trimmed,  with  three-quarters  very 
fair  pinky  fracture,  sold  at  2s.  10c?.  ;  for  medium  round 
2s.  9c?.  was  wanted.  Four  cases  small  to  medium  good  flat 
high-dried  had  been  sold  privately,  the  value  being  Is.  2c?.  ; 
two  cases  of  round  rough  horny  high-dried,  with  half  fair 
colour  and  half  dark,  had  also  been  sold  privately,  the 
value  being  Wd.  For  bold  round  Canton,  with  three- 
quarters  good  fracture,  2s.  6c?.  was  wanted.  Forty  bags  of 
round  high-dried  (Rhapontica  character)  were  limited  at 
fi'om  4^c?.  to  5^c?.  per  lb. 
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Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica,  of  which  4  bales  only- 
offered,  was  rather  firmer  considering  the  quality.  Is.  I0d. 
being  paid  for  ordinary  part  roughish.  On  the  other  handj 
native  Jamaica  was  neglected,  nothing  being  sold. 

Senna. — The  bulk  of  the  Tinnevelly  was  of  common 
quality,  which  sold  at  from  Id.  to  l±d.  for  common  to 
ordinary  small  and  medium  yellowish  leaf,  and  2d.  to  2|c7. 
for  a  few  bales  of  middling  to  fair  greenish.  Pods  sold  at 
from  Id.  to  l±d.  per  lb.  as  to  quality. 

Squill.— Five  bales  dullish  dry  sold  at  2±>d.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees').— Dull  of  sale.  Eighteen  packages  of  East 
African  sold  at  71.  for  fair  brown,  part  dark,  and  at 
61  15s.  for  ordinary  part  dark  and  drossy.  Of  Madagascai 
21  mats  part  dark  brown  block  sold  at  11.,  and  for  8  bales 
of  fair  part  drossy  Abyssinian  71.  subject  was  paid. 
±he  value  of  fair  brown  Madagascar  is  11.  2s.  6d.  Jamaica 
was  in  small  supply,  the  two  packages  offered  selling  at 
H.  10s.  for  fair  brown  block.  Three  packages  of  West 
Indian  also  sold  at  from  11.  to  11.  Is.  6d.  subject  for 
lair  to  good  pale  grey.  A  large  quantity  of  East  Indian 
was  offered,  of  which  31  packages  found  buyers.  In 
Liverpool  11  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  quoted  for  Gambia,  with 
little  offered. 

Manchester  Chemical-market. 

There  is  a  very  quiet  feeling  in  this  centre,  and' a' marked 
absence  of  buyers,  while  representatives  of  various  works 
turned  up  m  force.  There  was,  however,  very  little  change 
to  note  m  heavy  chemicals,  and  prices  remained  steady, 
feulphate  of  copper  shows  little  change,  but,  if  anything,  'is 
steadier  at  25/.  Is.  bd.  to  25/.  10s.  per  ton,  delivered  Man- 
chester. Arsenic,  white  powdered,  rules  in  buyers'  favour, 
at  about  23/.  for  prompt  and  21?.  10s.  for  forward  delivery! 
Acetate  of  lime  in  good  inquiry.  Coal-tar  products  remain 
?^aty"  TJbulPhate  of  ammonia  is  quoted  14?.  5s.  to 
14/.  6s.  id.,  on  rails,  Manchester. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  has  been  of  a  rather 
restricted  character,  but  this  has  only  been  due  to  the  season 
ot  the  year  and  the  fact  that  the  influence  of  holidays  and 
stocktaking  ls  still  being  felt.  The  tone  of  the  market  is 
very  steady,  and  quotations  rule  firm. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  on  the  firm  side,  with  advancing 
tendency.  Present  nearest  figures:  Beckton,  25-per-cent 
ammonia  guaranteed,  prompt,  January- April,  14/.;  London 
terms,  13/.  12s.  bd.  ;  Leith,  14/.  10s.,  January-June  14/  15s  • 
Liverpool,  14/.  10s. ;  and  Hull,  14/.  7s.  bd. 

Benzols  are  rather  weaker,  and  on  the  quiet  side  with 
present  naked  figures  as  follows:  90  per  cent.  10id.,  and 
50  per  cent.  llrl. ;  North,  9±<Z.  to  Wd.  and  W^d.  respectively 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  have  been  in  fair  request 
at  late  rates.  Bichromate  of  potash,  English  and  Scotch 
deliveries,  5^d.  per  lb.,  less  5  per  cent.,  and  export  3{cZ 
per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow.  Bichromate  of  soda  English 
and  Scotch  deliveries,  M.  per  lb.,  less  5  per  cent.,  and  export 
2|d.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 

Lead-products  are  quiet,  and  prices  have  hardly  been 
maintained.  Present  nearest :  Dry  white  lead,  25/  ;  red 
lead,  20/.  15s.  :  pig  lead,  18/.  10s,,  and  sheets,  22/.  10s  per 
ton,  Tyne ;  white  acetate  of  lead,  26/.'  10s.  to  27/.  ;  brown 
acetate  of  lead,  24/.  to  24/.  10s.  ;  nitrate  of  lead,  28/.  10s.  to 
29/.  .per  ton. 

Zinc  Salts  are  in  request  and  firm.  Zinc-sulphate  crystals, 
77.  15s.  to  8/.  ;  and  zinc  chloride,  100°  Tw.  solution,  71.  10s. 
to  11.  15s.  per  ton. 

The  Advance  in  Quicksilver. 

The  market  for  quicksilver  has  been  very  sluggish  during 
the  past .  few  months,  the  official  price,  or  that  of  Messrs. 
Rothschild,  having  been  reduced  on  November  4  last  by 
3s.  bd.  from  8/.  to  11.  12s.  bd.,  and  again  on  December  5  by 
4s.  to  11.  8s.  bd.  per  bottle,  which  was  ls.  bd.  below  the 
lowest  figure  touched  during  1911.  Fluctuations  in  the  course 
of  last  year  were  comparatively  narrow,  and  in  view  of 
the  relatively  low  level  to  which  the  market  had  dwindled 
in  December,  the  notable  recovery  which  has  taken  place 
just  lately  was  not  unexpected.  On  Friday  last  the  market 
quotation  was  already  considered  to  be  11.  10s.  per  bottle, 
as  it  was  then  taken  for  granted  that  the  Baron's  quotation 
would  be  raised.  The  official  revision  to  that  figure  only 
took  place  early  on  Monday,  and  late  on  that  day  the  price 
was  again  raised  by  another  5s.  to  11.  15s.  r>er  bottle,  which 
is  attributed  to  a  rather  important  inquiry  from  China.  The 
price  is  now  just  about  where  it  was  a  vear  ago,  when  the 
leading  firm  actually  made  private  sales  at  11.  15s.,  and 


almost  simultaneously  issued  its  official  quotation  at  8/. 
per  bottle.  Given  an  extension  of  the  demand  for  export,' 
the  advance  may  easily  make  further  progress,  as  the  price 
is  comparatively  low.  At  this  time  three  years  ago  it  went 
up  as  high  as  '10/.  per  bottle,  the  highest  record  of  modern 
times.  According  to  the  Board  of  Trade  returns,  the  total 
imports  for  last  year  were  3,544,691  lb.,  this  comparing  with 
3.491,016  lb.  and'  3,344,669  lb.  respectively  for  -the  two  pre- 
vious years.  There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  exports 
last  month,  and  the  total  for  1912  is  2,418.043  lb.,  against 
2,357,916  lb.  for  1911  and  1,856,160  lb.  for  1910.  We  append 
the  annual  figures  of  Mr.  Alex.  S.  Pickering : 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Price 

Bottles 

Bottles 

Highest 

Lowest 

■£  s.'d. 

£  s.  d. 

1903 

34,886 

18,846 

8  15  0 

8  5  0 

1904 

33.218 

27,277 

8   5  0 

7  14  0 

1905 

34,034 

21.330 

7  15  0 

7  10 

1906 

38,823 

27.712 

7   7  6 

6  17  0 

1907 

39.448 

29,465 

8    5  0 

6  15  0 

1908 

43,605 

22,348 

8  10  0 

7  12   6  _ 

1909 

43.163 

22,050 

9  17  6 

7  19  0 

1910 

44.595 

24.748 

9  15  0 

7   9  0 

1911 

46,547 

31,438 

10   0  0 

7  10  0 

1912 

47,261 

32,240 

8  12  6 

7   3  6 

The  estimated  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  14,000 
bottles  per  annum.  The  imports  are  the  largest  since  1899. 
The  exports  also  are  above  the  average. 

Asafetida. 

The  British  Consul  at  Bunder  Abbas,  Persian  Gulf,  in  his 
annual  report  for  the  official  year  March  21.  1911,  to 
March  20,  1912,  states  that  the  very  best  quality  of 
asafetida  comes  from  Birjand,  in  Khorasan,  but,  owing 
to  the  cessation  of  the  Afghan  caravan  trade,  has  now 
to  a  great  extent  been  diverted  elsewhere,  probably  vid 
Nushki.  The  next  best  quality  comes  from  Yezd  and  Raf- 
sinjan,  while  the  ordinary  viscous  asafetida  comes  from  Lar. 
A  large  amount  of  adulteration  takes  place,  and  it  is  in 
consequence  a  most  unsatisfactory  commodity  to  deal  in. 
With  the  best  will  in  the  world  it  may  often  be  impossible 
for  a  local  exporter  to  supply  asafetida  of  at  all  a  uniform 
quality.  Prices  in  1911-12  were  as  follows  :  Solid  asafetida, 
12  krans  per  maund  of  6£  lb.  ;  viscous,  5  to  7  krans ;  while 
pure  asafetida  of  the  best  quality  fetched  about  27  krans. 
[53.75  krans=l/.  averae  1911-12.]  The  exports  from  Bunder 
Abbas  during  1911-12  were  6,758  cwt.  (19,372/.),  against 
6,879  cwt,  (17.093/.)  in  1910-11,  and  527  cwt.  (10.655/.)  in 
1909-10. 

The  Crisis  in  Indian  Opium. 

A  Reuter's  telegram  from  Delhi  dated  January  3  states 
that,  in  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  opium  situation,  the 
Indian  Government  has  decided  to  suspend  sales  of  certified 
opium  until  clearance  of  stocks  can  be  fulfilled.  Th? 
Government  is  bound,  however,  under  sale  conditions,  to 
give  three  months'  notice  of  its  intention  to  discontinue  the 
sale  of  opium  destined  for  China.  There  will  be  no  sale  at" 
Calcutta  after  the  sale  of  170  cases  already  fixed  for  April  1, 
and  no  sale  at  Bombay  after  that  already  fixed  for  March  12. 
An  upset  price  will  be  announced  in  respect  of  obligatory 
sales  held  before  those  dates.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
lightening  of  stocks  held  in  the  treaty-ports  it  has  been 
decided,  as  a  temporary  measure,  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
opium  to  be  sold  in  1913  for  consumption  in  countries  other 
than  China  from  13,200  chests  to  9,000  chests.  The  action 
now  taken  has  been  arrived  at  after  anxious  deliberation 
between  the  India  Office,  China,  and  the  Indian  Government. 

A  Reuter's  telegram  from  Shanghai  dated  January  6  states 
that  the  decision  of  the  Indian  Government  to  suspend  sales 
of  certified  opium  will  ease  the  future  outlook,  but  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  present  situation  demands  urgent  atten- 
tion. The  stocks  at  Hong-Kong  and  Shanghai  on  Decem- 
ber 31  amounted  to  28,000  chests,  and  the  offtake  at  Shanghai 
during  December  averaged  140  chests  weekly.  The  market 
is  now  non-existent,  and  the  present  value  of  the  opium  is 
nearly  73,000,000  taels.  It  is  stated  that  nearly  70  per  cent, 
has  been  mortgaged  to  the  banks,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
interest  and  go-down  charges  amount  to  over  half  a  million 
taels  monthly. 

Persian  Gums. — The  exports  of  "gums"  (principally 
tragacanth)  from  Bunder  Abbas.  Persiar  Gulf,  during 
1911-12  amounted  to  9.618  cwt.  (35.819/.).  against  3,909  cwt. 
(14,572/.)  in  1910-11,  and  5.986  cwt,  (18,535/.)  in  1909-10. 
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